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MONEY ■rr 


TACOMA, COLORADO, 
TUNDRA, or POWER WAGON? 
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BFGoodrich 

Tires 

TAKE CONTROL^ 



Our toughest all-terrain tire ever. 

( ) Findyoursatbfgoodrichtires.com 


THE NEW K02 
TAKES ON THE 
ROCK AND THE 
HARD PLACE 


ALL-TERRAIN T/A' 


©2014 MNA, Inc, 
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URE TESTS! 

3B MUD COUNTRY TEST 

IN MUD COUNTRY 

Dick Cepek tires in their native 
environment 

4D MICKEY THOMPSON. 

NOT MICKEY MOUSE 

All-terrain and then some 

UaEALKENWILUPEAKM/T 

SHAKEDOWN 

Falken throws their hat in the 
mud-wrestling ring with a brand-new 
mud-terrain 

R8 DEADLOCK INPUT 

What to look for when buying beadlocks 

58 MICKEY THOMPSON 

OEEGAN 38 

Digging in with trendy traction 





Dodge SUV Spotter’s Guide 
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CON THE 
COVER; Our ace 
freelancer, Ben 
Battles, caught the 
Dodge in the mud 
holler, while Edi- 
tor Hazel shot the 
red rockcrawling 
Wrangler. 


62 8ARGAIN TREAO TEST 

Atturo Trail Blade A/T 

72NITT0EX0GRAPPLERAWT 


Four incredible pickup trucks battle 
extreme terrain but only one will be 
our 2015 Pickup Truck of the Year 

TECHSHm-TO 

68 RAMCHARGER REFERENCE 


Serious weather rubber 

76 JACK OF ALL TRAPES 


VEHICLE TESTS 

20 WHEELEO WARRIORS 


Toyo’s Open Country R/T 


DEPARTMENTS 

6 FIRING ORDER/ 8 INBOX/ 

ID RPM/ 16 PARTS RACK/ 

78 CALENDAR/ 82 TRAIL’S END 







Yukon 


At Yukon, we couldn't get the 
quality products we were . _ - 
^looking for so we engineeredr 
and built them ourselves, 
Now we run them in our own" 
vehtcles.i When you’re looking 
for long lasting differential 
- - products run Yukon." X- 




Shop the Fail Line 
YUKONEEAR, COM 

'sruiifinCadr.G 
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Go the Distance. 


The factory made it well. Together, we can make it 
better. Summit Racing Equipment has all of the parts 
your off roader needs to tackle the trail 
plus the tools you need to tear it down 
and put it back together right. 


Rely on us to answer your questions 
and recommend solutions 24/7. 




MADE 


USA 


Gator-Jaw 
Soft Shackle Strap 

32,000 Lb. Capacity! 
Keyword: BBR Jaw 

BBR-1 76745 / $42.99 each 



Take on the Toughest Hazards 
with Confidence! 


Keyword: BFG T/A K02 

as low as / $188.97 each 



Trektop Pro 
Soft Tops 

Like Having a Soft Top 
and Hard Top in One! ES In the 

Keyword: BST Trektop Pro USA 
as low as / $1,532.99 each 




Cannon Series 
LED Auxiliary Lights 

Superior Distance Lighting! 
Keyword: VXD Cannon Series 

as low as / $449.00 pair 



iru- nrJ^AiKjrJ 

Overlander Tents 
for JK Wrangler 

The Perfect Camping Solution! 
Keyword: SMT Overlander Tents 

as low as / $799.99 each 




Rock Rails 

Keep Your Truck’s Rockers Safe! 

Keyword: LND Rock Rails 




as low as / $339.95 pair 




Cargo Retrieval Systems 


Make Accessing Items 
in the Bed Easier! 
Keyword: CGE Heritage 
as low as / $791. 78 kit 


Full Replacement USA 
R.S.P. Front Bumpers 

Protect Your Ride 
and Make it Look Great! 

Keyword: NFB R.S.P. 
as low as / $776.67 each 




Expert Advice • Huge Inventory • Fast Delivery • World-Class Customer Service 


1.800.230.3030 • Tech: 1.330.630.0240 • Inti: 1.330.630.0230 

Call by 10 pm EST: In-Stock Parts Shipped That Day! 

Find It at SummitRacing. com^ 

Prices good through 4/1/15 • Typographical, description, or photography errors are subject to correction. 

Some parts are not legal tor use In Calitornia or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or 
local laws/regulations. ©2015 AUTOSALES, INC. SCode: 1505FW 












DURABAK 

COMPANY.COM 


One product does it all ! 


TDUGHj UGHT WEIGHT, HhlECH POLYURETHANE 
BEOUNERANDGOATIKa 
PROTECTS INSIDE, OUTSIDE AND UNDERNEATH! 



DURABAK AS A TRUCK BEDUNER 



DURABAK AS AN 
EXTERIOR SCRATCH CUARD 


(rCmiRED OR SMOOTH) 



CFIRING ORDER 



Vehicular 

Viagra 


Ve gotten soft. Not around the middle. 
Well, a little around the middle. If you 
only read the title and saw the photo 
of our long-term 2014 Range Rover 
Sport, you’re probably expecting me 
to start talking about how the Sport’s 510hp 
supercharged 5.0L V-8 is like a much-needed 
infusion of vigor and vitality. Nope. It’s actually 
quite the opposite. The Sport is the reason 
I’ve gone limp. Just a wet noodle behind the 
wheel. A real meat bag. It’s turned my driving 
skills flaccid and made me a whiney, pathetic 
excuse of an iron-fisted 4x4 ramrod. 

I used to be a hardcore off-road stud. My 
daily driver was a Ramcharger with no roof 
and 42-inch TSLs. It was my only vehicle 
and shuttled me to the office, grocery store, 
or airport. I had to plan ahead for any grade 
’cause the Dodge only had 4.10s in the diffs 
and a 250,000-mile 318 underhood. Pass- 
ing? Why on earth would I do something as 
crazy as that? If I ever tried a pass that 6,800 
rpm-induced valve float didn’t stymie, then 
death wobble from the unbalanced TSLs on 
re-centered HUMVEE deadlocks would. 

Better to just stay in my lane with two hands 
on the wheel and wait for the next unexplained 
noise to give my brain something to occupy 
its time. There was nothing to listen to but my 
thoughts anyway ’cause the radio got tossed in 
the dumpster along with the rest of the dash, 
carpet, and doors. 

When I sold the Dodge, I went for my ver- 
sion of luxury: a stock ’71 CJ-6 I used for my 
250-miles-per-day, five-days-per-week com- 
mute. The drive sucked, but the Jeep and I 
bonded. After all, what are 1,200-miles a week 
between friends? Weather? I probably shoulda 
thought of that when I was yanking the heater 
and wipers. They woulda come in handy many 
a cold, rainy night. Not that the open-top Jeep 
woulda retained much heat or the wipers 


woulda helped inside the windshield. And 
while the Buick 225 probably coulda managed 
a pass, I never dared for fear I’d need to come 
to a screeching 70-0 mph halt — or whatever 
the ’71 10-inch drum brake equivalent of 
“halt” is. I’m pretty sure it’s “crash.” 

After the CJ, I rotated through a couple 
other piles before landing in the '89 Wrangler, 
which I still own. Like all my other vehicles, 
it’s radio-delete. Only instead of passing the 
time wondering about errant sounds, I just sat 
back and waited for the narcotic-like exhaust 
and head gasket leaks to fog my brain. Nowa- 
days I don’t even bother putting the top on for 
the winter. We both like it better that way, and 
I’m getting much less dain bramage. 

But for the past year I’ve been enveloped in 
this warm Range Rovery cocoon of luxury. I’m 
sheltered from the elements and have brakes 
that can pull a jet out of the sky and an engine 
with absurd amounts of passing power. And 
to top it all off, the stupid thing actually wheels 
well off road, so I don’t even have the excuse of 
taking something more uncivilized to the trail. 
I’m an addict. I love it. I can’t live without it. But 
now I kinda have no choice because our time 
with it comes to an end in the June '15 issue. 

I’ll soon be swapping the 2014 Range Rover 
Sport for the 2015 Ram Power Wagon, which 
won our Pickup Truck of the Year award in this 
issue. No doubt, I’ll once again harden into the 
masochistic off-road stud I once was. The fac- 
tory selectable lockers, lever-operated T-case, 
sat-nav, seat heaters, satellite radio, power 
seats — urn, crap. Maybe I could take the 
doors off it and kick out the windshield. Naaah. 
It’s just a sign of the times I guess. You don’t 
have to suffer to enjoy a vehicle on-road that 
wheels well off-road. Unless you really want to. 

-CHRISTIAN HAZEL 
CHRISTIAN.HAZEUSiFOURWHEELER.COM 
PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRISTIAN HAZEL 




Introducing the uniquely engineered, ruggedly built yet stylish ^ 
ARB Modular Bull Bar for your Ford Super Duty. See the different 
confiourations and aoDlications at ARBUSA.com/raisedthebar.comi 
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BY CHRISTIAN HAZEL CHRISTIAN.HAZELIcOFOURmHEELER.COM 
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Christian, I just got 
done reading your Firing 
Order editorial about 
having vehicular To- 
urette’s, and I loved it. I 
am sure that I also have 
this disease. Not five 
minutes before I read 
your article I was just 
thinking about how cool it would 
be to buy and build a Land Rover Discovery 
Series II. I had even gone as far as looking on 
Craigslist. I also was looking at K5 Blazers and 
CJ-7s. Damn it all. I still have to finish my KIO 
and my four-wheeler, plus a full-time job as 
a mechanic and owning my own gun shop. 
Anyway, thought you would like to know you 
aren’t alone. If you decide to start a support 
group I want in. 


SUPPORT 

GROUP 


MATTHEW GARDNER 

THE BAT CAVE 

You own a gun shop? That’s a whole other 
area of Tourette’s for me. The only thing that 
keeps my safe from bending at the seams is 
Commiefornia’s ridiculous nanny laws. Oh, 
and we have a support group for vehicular ac- 
cumulation disorder already. You’re reading it 
right now. 



WE SUCK 
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GARAGE ENVY 



I have enjoyed the fresh approach that you 
have taken with my Four Wheeler. Reading 
your Dec. '15 editorial on garages, I immedi- 
ately related and am responding to your sug- 
gestion to share photos of the reader’s garages. 

My wife and I have had about seven different 
houses over the years, and my only require- 
ment was that there had to be some type of 
garage for my projects. Many years later, and 
after retiring, I finally built my ideal shop. The 
30x40 “barn” shown in the attached pictures is that product. The raw lumber came from our 
woods, sawed by a portable sawmill, and was erected solely by me. The 10,000-pound post lift 
is what allows me to follow my new passion: building and wheeling IHC Scouts in the Southeast 
mountains. 


JOE SMITH 

VIA EMAIL 

Awesome shop, Joe! And just a reminder to everybody else out there who takes pride in their 
garage or workshop, no matter how big or small, packed or sparse, send your photos and story to 
me at christian.hazel@fourwheeler.com with “Shop Share” in the subject. Make sure your images 
are high-res JPEG format with at least 1600 by 1200 pixels. 



Just read your article on the ’16 Ford Bron- 
co, and please know that I would now like to 
kick you in the nuts. I own a new ’15 Ford 
F-250 4x4 right now, but have owned three 
Broncos, two F-150 4x4s, and three F-250s. 
Since you are IDIOTS, that’s nine Fords. I’m 
a beloved Ford person, and I was set to sell 
my ’10 H3 Alpha Flummer to buy the ’16 Ford 
Bronco you described. YOU SUCK! 


Our intrepid editorial delinquent, Agustin 
Jimenez, not only got you, but most of the 
computer-pecking civilized world with that 
story. Jeez, we even said at the end of the 
article it was an April Fool’s joke. Now when we 
write about Jeep’s ’16 diesel-electric Wrangler- 
based pickup that gets 100 mpg and emits 
strawberry-scented water vapor out the tailpipe 
nobody will believe us. 


WRANGLER WRONGEREU 

Two other items for John Cappa to add 
to the ’07-current Rubicon story, “Wrangler 
Wronged,” in the Feb. ’15 issue: 

Smartbar: My first one failed a couple 
months out of warranty, and the replacement 
failed 3 years later. JKS makes a nice kit to 
convert to cable operated. 

Transfer case shifter: The little plastic 
bushings failed also out of warranty some- 
where outside of Animas Forks, Colorado. Ad- 
vance Adapters makes a great replacement 
shifter linkage. 

LESTER M SENDECKI 

MONTROSE, CO FWI 


JAMES G. DAVIS 

LAKE HAVASU, AZ 


WHERE TO WRITE 

A ddress your correspondence to Four Wheeler, 831 S. Douglas St, El Segundo, CA 90SU5 or send 
/\ an email to chrlstlan.hazel^fourwheelencom. All letters become the property of Four Wheeler, 
and we reserve the right to edit them for length, accuracy and clarity The editorial department can also 
be reached through the website at www.fourwheeler.com. Due to the volume of mall, electronic and other- 
wise, we cannot respond to every reader, but we do read everything. 
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Tho FIRST 

fVtud Terrain 
Tread wear Warranty 


Mile l^eadwear Warranty 


F=EA~rLJF=JES 

■ 2-step tread block design enhances stability, braking 
performance and prorn’otes even treadwear 

Alternating scalloped shoulder lugs and aggressive 
sidewall design delivers extra bite and traction iri mud. 
rocks, dirt and trenches 

Full length elliptical siping for improved wet and cold 
weather traction 

■ Rock rejection ribs help dislodge rocks caught between 
the tread blocks 

Enhanced upper sidewall treatment for better cut and 
— - abrasion resistance 

1 / Open lug tread pattern optimized for self cleaning for 
improved performance in mud and snow - eliminates loss 
of traction when you need it the most 

.y 40,000 mile treadwear warranty 


WWW. ProCompUSA ,com 


BDO, 77G . 0767 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS 



miwnrs ismttESTm 


O The winner in the Full Stock 

class at the 47th Tecate SCORE 
Baja 1000 was a ’15 Toyota Tun- 
dra TRD Pro Series truck. The 
coach of the winning desert team 
was the Ironman himself, Ivan 
Stewart. 

O While we’re talking Toyota, it’s 

expanding its southeast Michigan 
R&D facility, making it a total of 
$126 million going toward ex- 
panding Toy’s powertrain/vehicle 
development in the Michigan 
area. 


3 History made: The first time 

the military auctioned off surplus 
Humvees was through govpianet. 
com, an online marketplace for 
buying and selling government 
assets. Thank the Department of 
Defense. The 25 available Hum- 
vees were going for as much as 
$41,000. 

3 The Tweel lives. It’s an airless 

radial tire from MIchelin. The 
company has opened a plant 
In North America to produce 
the nonpneumatic tire for com- 




mercial apps. The Tweel makes 
the tire and wheel assembly one 
married piece. 

3 The 3.0L EcoDiesel got 

named one of Ward’s Best 
Engines for 2015. 

3 Audi Unite: It’s a car-sharing 

service like ZipCar, in which you 
choose your Audi, find four other 
people you like, and hatch a plan 
for sharing the vehicle. If you live 
in Stockholm, Sweden, that is. 

3 New name: Chrysler Group is 

now EGA US (as in. Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles). 

3 Bobcat has a blog: 

blog.bobcat.com. 

3 Jaguar Land Rover is 

researching new technologies. 


Including a 360-degree view, 
with no pillars blocking the view. 
Rather, a screen embedded in 
the surface of the pillar would 
carry a live video feed of angles 
outside of the vehicle/removing 
blind spots. They’re being called 
transparent roof pillars. 

3 Stats from the Census Bureau 

for Its American Community Sur- 
vey compared the millennial gen- 
eration of young adults (age 18- 
34) to young adults from 1980. 

In terms of driving habits, nothing 
much has changed. About 8 
in 10 drive to work, which is 
pretty much the same as 1980. 
Alabama has the highest share, 
while New York has the lowest. 

3 Vintagewheels.com: Where 

you go to buy classics, like 4x4s. 
It’s a free-to-join marketplace. 
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meet the new 



share your ride with the world's largest car show. 
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O Lund has acquired 

Rampage Products. 

S For the first time in its 

history, Bosch has launched a 
performance gauge line in North 
America. 

O Teamvalvoline.com is a spot 

for racers and enthusiasts, with 


exclusive content, special offers, 
and educational stuff. 

0 Omix-ADA will keep providing 

grants for off-road proactiveness 
in 2015 through its Rugged Ridge 
Trail Access Program. 

0 Buy a gearset, get money. AAM 

has a rebate going on for 8.6-inch 


gearsets for axle ratios of 3.73, 

3.42, and 4.10. Learn more at 
demandaam.com. 

0 SnugTop was founded in 1959. 

That makes it 56 years old now. 

0 Heatshield Products has hit 

the 30-year milestone. 


A Community Built for Racers, 
Engineers and Auto 
Professionals 
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Team Valvoline Rewards 
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0 Iowa is figuring out how to make driver’s licenses digital via the phone? 
0 Audi is producing e-diesel out of water, C02, and green electricity? 



Random Photo Wo Dug 

’15 Ford F-150. 1,200-pound pumpkin. Why? Why not. 


IS MAY 2015 FOUR WHEELER 


fourwheeler.com 










y RANDOM QUOTE: 

“KEEPING nRES 
PROPERLY INFIATED 
AND CHOOSING UM- 
ROUING RESISTANT 
TIRESCANHAVEA 
NAHONAL IMPACT. 

IF 10 MIUION DRIV- 
ERS KEPT THEIR TIRES 
PROPERLY INFIATED. 

THEY COULD SAVE 
NEARLY $500 MIIUON 
DOLLARS AND LG MIL- 
UONMETRWTONSOF 
CAROON DIOXIDE nJL- 
LmiONAYEAR.AND 
IF JUST W PERCENT 
OF CONSUMERS GUY- 
ING AFTERMARKET 
TIRES eOUGLH TIRES 
THAT WERE 10 PER- 
CENT MORE EFFICIENT, 
THE ANNUAL SAVINGS 
WOULD OE MORE THAN 
$200 MILUON AND 
GQ0.000 METRIC TONS 
OF CARSON DIOXIDE 
POLUmON." 

-STATEMENT FROM THE WHITE HOUSE, 

ANNOUNCING THAT IT WILL BE FINALIZING A 
RULE FOR A TIRE FUEL-EFFICIENCY CONSUMER 
INFO PROGRAM BY 2017 AN 0 A PARTNERSHIP 
WITH NASCAR ON A ORIVE FOR SAFETY INITIA- 
TIVE IN THE 2015 RACING SEASON f 



LG1 

from $399 per seat 

• strategically placed bolsters 

• Injection molded foam 

• Unmatched comfort and support 

• Cloth, Suede, or Leather 





$369 


$299 


$299 


$239 


Sportline RRS 


$299 


$369 


$85 -$149 


$475 


fourwheeler.com 


Corbeau® III 801 -255-3737 III info@corbeau.conn III www.corbeau.com III 











MORE STOPPING POWER 


Higher friction pads that stop faster 
Perform under heat and load 
British made eco friendly pad materials 
Sport slotted rotors to match 
Cost less than manufacturer parts 
FMVSS approved, TUV approved 


Available locally fronn 
Pep Boys and online from 
most premium vendors. 

www.ebcbrakes.com 
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Four Wheeler njpft 

H ow many apps to you use each day? 

Well, your horoscope Is probably full 
of lies, and you can just look outside for the 
weather. The only app that’s a must? Four 
Wheeler’s. Where else can you get the best 
four-wheeling related tech, feature vehicles, 
road tests, products, and news? That’s right, 
nowhere else. So, listen to what your horo- 
scope said about this being a good month to 
download an off-road-related app. Go to the 
ITunes store right now, since checking the 
weather conditions won’t matter. 


✓SEE, THATPRE^REiaSE 
SOUNia NAUGHTY: 

“SUBARU LAUNCHES 
‘SHARE THE mVE’ 
CAMPAIGN." 



O This is the Atom 
Nomad Buggy 

M eet the Atom Nomad out of Ariel Motor In 
the UK. It has a Honda 2.4L four-banger, 
making 235 horses and 300 Ib-ft of torque 
and is said to go 0-60 in 3.4 seconds. A steel 
tube chassis, wishbone suspension, Elbach 
colls, and rack-and-pinion steering are among 
the mechanicals. The wheelbase Is about 92 
Inches. Learn more atarielmotor.co.uk. Fwr 
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3 eCall is the European Union at work: 

It wants this system functional throughout Eu- 
rope by the end of 2015, and it’s similar to On- 
Star in that it automatically calls an emergency 
center in the case of a crash. It’s an effort to 
cut down on emergency response time and 
help victims quicker. 

3 The Indian capital of Delhi at work: It has 

banned Uber, claiming it has violated the Mo- 
tor Vehicle Act. Plus, there are claims of an 
alleged rape from a driver. 


3 Michigan legislation potentially making 

front and rear license plates the law (versus the 
current single plate) has died. 
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New Softride^ Coils 

• Hot wound 5160 material 

• Preset solid to allow full coil bind 
and eliminate sagging 

• Shot peened for tensile strength 

• Front and rear ride balanced 

• Many lifts and package options 

• 2 door and 4 door models available 

sfeyieckerxvnii 



Back Rebate 

March 1 - May 31 


Buy 4 M95 Shocks Get $55 
Buy 4 Hydro Shocks Get $35 
Buy 4 Nitro Shocks Get $35 


fourwheeler.com 


1 .866.4. A. DEALER skyjacker.com/shockrebate 






CPARTS RACK 


BY HENRY MUELLER EDITORfatFOURWHEELER.COM 


r 


ODANAFORD 

After 60ish years since its development, Dana has fi- 
nally entered Ford 9-inch market for real with its Spicer 
third member drop-out housings. The new Spicer third 
members are available in either nodular iron or premi- 
um-grade aluminum. The Spicer third members come 
with a built-in fill plug, billet adjuster nuts, an anti-stick 
reusable gasket, and can be had with a carrier bore of 
either a 3.25 inches for 35/40 spline ’shafts or 3.062 
inches for 28/31 spline ’shafts. INFO: Dana, 800/621- 
8084, danaunleashed.com. 



OUGHT MIGHT 

Trail Products has added to its recently launched line 
of UTV parts its Trail and Rock Series Front Bumper 
and Rocker Guards for Jeeps. Designed and manufac- 
tured in the USA, Trail Products offers top-quality parts 
at affordable prices. All Trail Series parts are manufac- 
tured out of l/s-inch steel to save weight. For those who 
like to play a little rougher, the company also offers its 
Rock Series, which is made from Me-inch steel for seri- 
ous off-road protection. Jeep applications for CJ-7 and 
’87-present Wrangler are offered. INFO: 

Trail Products, 805/416-4929, trail-products.com. 









C RED RIM 

Centerline Forged Wheels has added 
a few new styles in its lineup for the 
off-road truck market. The company 
was pretty stingy with information in 
its press release, but we thought the 
company’s new LT-1 wheel with gloss- 
black machined face and optional red 
ring looked good enough to share de- 
spite the lack of info. The wheel shown 
is an 8-lug version in 20x12 size. INFO: 
Centerline Forged Wheels, 800/345-8671, 
centerlinewheels.com. 




OJUICEBOX 

Smittybilt’s new Electrical 
Power Supply (E.P.S.) inverter 
and generator keeps all of 
your electrical devices fully 
charged and running, regard- 
less of where you decide 
to set up camp. The E.P.S. 

Generator has a wireless re- 
mote to either start up or shut 
down, cranks out 2,600 peak 
and 2,300 continuous watts 
of power, generates only 59 
dB of noise at a 25 percent 
load, and features a smart 
throttle to automatically vary 
engine speed for maximum 
fuel efficiency. The four-stroke, 

OFIV engine has a 1.5-gallon fuel 
tank and is fully CARB compliant for use in California 
INFO: Smittybilt, 888/717-5797, smittybilt.com. 



OWELO MUCH? 

TIG Welding Pyrex Cups? Don’t mind if we 
do. USAWeld.com keeps on top of the latest 
welding innovations. TIG welding is easier when 
you’re able to see what you are doing, so that’s 
why the company now carries HTP’s clear Pyrex 
Cups that give you unparalleled visibility of your 
TIG arc and what you are working on. The Pyrex 
Cup kits are available to fit all standard-size TIG 
torches and prices start at only $35.95 through 
USAWeld.com. INFO: USAWeld.com, 
800/USA-WELD, usaweld.com. FW 


16 MAY 2015 FOUR WHEELER 


fourwheeler.com 




18x9*20x9 


For a dealer near you, call or visit: 

(mmmw 


SIZES 


17x9*18x9*20x9 


17x9*18x9*20x9 


18x9*20x9 






















^2014-2015 1500 PU 4WD 


2" Front Leveling Strut Spacers $99.95 

3.5" Complete Kit w/Upper Arms $499.95 
5" / 7" Complete Kit w/N2 Rear Shocks $1 1 99.95 

M 2007-201 3 1 500 PU / SUV 4WD 
2" Front Leveling Strut Spacers $64.95 

3.5" Complete Kit w/Upper Arms $479.95 
4.75" Combo Kit (3.5" Susp / 1 .25" Body) $549.95 
5" Complete Kit W/N2 Rear Shocks $999.95 
6" Complete Kit W/N2 Rear Shocks $999.95 
7.5" Complete Kit w/N2 Rear Shocks $999.95 

^2011-2015 2500 HD PU 4WD 

1.5-2" Front Leveling Torsion Keys $159.95 

7.5" Complete Kit w/2.0 Shocks $1399.95 



'M 2009-2015 1500 Ram PU 4WD 


2.5" Front Leveling Kit $129.95 

3.75" Combo Kit (2.5" Susp/1 .25" Body)* $249.95 


4" Complete Kit w/2. 2 Rear Shocks $1249.95 

6" Complete Kit w/2. 2 Rear Shocks $1399.95 

a 2014 2500 Ram PU 4WD 

2.5" Front Leveling Coil Spacers $99.95 

5" Complete Kit w/Radius Arms $999.95 

'M 2003-2013 2500/3500 Ram PU 4WD 
2" Front Leveling Coils $179.95 

2.5" Front Leveling Spacers $99.95 

5" Complete Kit w/2.0 Shocks $699.95 

5" X-Series Kit w/Adj Arms & Shocks $899.95 

5" Long Arm Kit w/2.0 Shocks $1299.95 



FORD 


m 2015 F-150 4WD 
2.5" Front Leveling Strut Ext | 

4" Complete Kit 

5" Complete Kit 

6" Complete Kit 



$99.95 

$1299.95 

$1299.95 

$1299.95 



i 


'M 2009-2014 F-150 4WD 


2.5' 

4" 

6 " 


Front Leveling Strut Extensions 
Complete Kit 
Complete Kit 


NEW LOW PRICE! 


NEW LOW PRICE! 


$99.95 

$999.95 

$999.95 




'M 2005-2015 F-250 Super Duty 4WD 
3" Complete Kit w/Front Spacers 

3" Series II Kit w/Coil springs 

4.5" Complete Kit w/2.0 Shocks 

6" Radius Arm Drop Kit w/Shocks 
6" 4-Link Radius Arm Kit w/Shocks 


$379.95 

$499.95 

$649.95 

$799.95 

$1299.95 



2.5" 

Coil Spacer Kit 

$139.95 

0.75" 

Leveling Spacers 

$39.95 

1.5" 

Coil Spacer Kit 

$249.95 

2.5" 

Coils w/shock relocation 

$249.95 

1.5" 

Coil Spacer Kit 

$199.95 

3" 

Coils w/ N2.0 Shocks 

$255.95 

2.5" 

Coils w/Perf. 2.2 shocks 

- $329.95 

2" 

Coil Spacer Kit 

$459v95- $109.95 

3" 

Series II Kit w/N2.0 Shocks 

$345.95 

3.25" 

Coils w/Perf. 2.2 shocks 

$399.95 

2.5" 

X-series Kit w/X-Flex arms 

$949.95 

4.5" 

Complete Kit W/N2.0 $499.95 

-$459.95 

3.5" 

Complete Kitw/N2.0 

$499.95 

3.25" 

Coils w/2. 2 shocks 

$399t95 - $369.95 

4.5" 

X-series Kit w/X-Flex arms-N2.0* 

$829.95 

3.75" 

2.5" susp. / 1.25" body 

$449v45 - $41 9.95 

3.75" 

2" susp. /1. 25" body 

$434v45 - $389.95 

6.5" 

X-series Kit w/X-Flex arms-N2.0* 

$899.95 

4" 

Complete Kitw/shocks 

$575.95 - $499.95 

4" 

Complete Kit w/N2.0 

$549.95 - $499.95 

4.5" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1299.95 

4" 

X-series Kit $4549 t9S- $1 199.95 

4" 

X-series Kit w/X-Flex arms 

$999.95 

4.5" 

Long Arm Suspension* 

$1399.95 

6" 

X-series Kit 

$1339.95 

6" 

X-series Kit w/X-Flex arms 

$1049.95 

6.5" 

Long Arm Suspension* 

$1449.95 

4"/6" 

07-14 Long Arm Upgrade* 

$1199.95 

2.5" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1499.95 

^Includes new rear leaf springs 


4" 

07-14 Long Arm Susp.* 

$1999.95 

4" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1599.95 




6" 

07-14 Long Arm Susp.* 

$2099.95 

6" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1649.95 






M 1 

999-2004 WJ Grand Cherokee 


2" 

Coil Spacer Kit w/N2.0 Shocks 

$249.95 

4" 

Complete Kit w/Perf 2.2 Shocks 

$649.95 

4" 

X-series w/X-Flex Arms $799.95 

- $749.95 

4" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1499.95 

M 1 

993-1998 ZJ Grand Cherokee 


1.5" 

Coil Spacer Kit w/Shocks 

$205.95 

3.5" 

Complete Kit W/N2.0 Shocks 

$399.95 

4" 

Series II Kit w/arms & Shocks 

$599.95 

4" 

X-series Kit w/X-Flex arms - N2.0 

$779.95 

4" 

Long Arm Suspension 

$1499.95 



'M 2004-2015 Titan 4WD 


2" 

3" 

6" 

Front Leveling Strut Extensions 
Front Leveling Kit w/Upper Arms 
Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks 

$99.95 

$349.95 

$1199.95 

M 2005-2014 Frontier / Xterra 4WD 


1.5" 

Rear Lift Shackles 

$64.95 

2.5" 

Front Leveling Strut Extensions 

$99.95 

2.5" 

Complete Kit 

$149.95 


S 1986.5-1997 D21 Hardbody PU 4WD 
1.5-2" Complete Kit w/Upper Arms $339.95 



TOYOTA 


M 2007-2015 Tundra 4WD 


2.5-3" 

Front Leveling Kit 

$129.95 

2.5-3" 

Leveling Lift Kit w/rear blocks 

$169.95 

4.5" 

Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks 

$1249.95 

6" 

Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks 

$1299.95 

'M 1999-2006 Tundra 4WD 


2.5" 

Leveling Lift Kit w/rear blocks 

$269.95 

M 2005-2014 Tacoma 4WD 


3" 

Leveling Lift Kit w/rear blocks 

$249.95 

4" 

Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks 

$999.95 

6" 

Complete Kit w/2.0 Rear Shocks 

$999.95 


WWW.ROUGHCOUNTRY.COM 
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4”[4WD] 6”[4WD] 

$tt99:95 $1299:95 

$999.95 $999.95 

LIMITED TIME ONLY! 


Give your ‘09 - ’14 Ford F-150 an aggressive new look and uparalleled 
off-road performance with Rough Country’s 4” and 6” Suspension Lifts. 
These all-inclusive kits feature everything needed to take your Ford off 
the freeway and into the fields. Take advantage of our newly lowered 
prices. Lift your F-150 for an unbeatable $999.95, that’s a savings of 
up to $300 off the original price! 


LEVELING LIFT KITS - EASY, AFFORDABLE, MOST UNDER $1 00! 


^ CHEVY / GMC MODELS 


2" 

14-15 1500 PU (4WD/2WD) 

$64.95 

2" 

07-1 3 1 500 PU / SUV (4WD/2WD) 

$64.95 

1 .5-2" 

99-06 1500 PU (4WD) 

$99.95 

1 .5-2" 

88-98 1 500 PU / 92-99 SUV (4WD) 

$99.95 

2" 

11-15 2500/3500 H D PU (4WD) 

$159.95 

2" 

2015 Colorado/Canyon (4WD/2WD) $89.95 

M DODGE MODELS 


2.5" 

09-15 Ram 1500 (4WD) 

$129.95 

2.5" 

06-08 Ram 1500 (4WD) 

$99.95 

2.5" 

94-14 Ram 2500/3500 (4WD) 

$99.95 

2" 

05-1 0 Dakota / Raider (2WD) 

$99.95 


M FORD MODELS 


2.5" 

04-15 F-150 (4WD/2WD) 

$99.95 

2.5" 

97-03 F-150 (4WD) 

$99.95 

2" 

97-03 F-150 (2WD) 

$129.95 

1.5" 

80-96 F-150 / Bronco (4WD/2WD) 

$129.95 

1.5" 

05-1 5 F-250 SD Coil Kit (4WD) 

$159.95 

2" 

05-1 5 F-250 SD Spacer Kit (4WD) 

$99.95 

2.5" 

99-04 F-250/350 SD (4WD) 

$309.95 

2.5" 

03-13 Expedition (4WD/2WD) 

$169.95 

1.5" 

83-97 Ranger/Bronco II (4WD/2WD) 

$129.95 


M HUMMER MODELS 

2.5" 05-1 0 Hummer H3 (4WD) $99.95 


^TOYOTA MODELS 


2.5-3" 

07-1 5 Tundra (4WD) 

$129.95 

2.5-3" 

07-1 5 Tundra (2WD) 

$99.95 

2.5" 

99-06 Tundra (4WD) 

$269.95 

3" 

05-14 Tacoma (4WD) 

$249.95 

2.5" 

95.5-04 Tacoma (4WD) 

$239.95 

M NISSAN MODELS 


2" 

04-1 5 Titan (4WD/2WD) 

$99.95 

3" 

04-1 5 Titan (4WD/2WD) 

$349.95 

2.5" 

05-14 Frontier, Xterra (4WD) 

$99.95 



LIGHTING -COMMAND THE DARK 


20" Straight Camo Cree LED Light Bar 50" Curved Cree LED Light Bar 50" Straight Cree LED Light Bar 12" Straight Cree LED Light Bar 

9600 lumens / 120 watts $229.95 23040 lumens / 288 watts $549.95 23040 lumens / 288 watts $499.95 5760 lumens / 72 watts $159.95 



ELECTRIC WINCHES 


gSOOLB [STEEL] 
gSOOLB [SYNTHETIC] 
12000LB [STEEL] 
12000LB [SYNTHETIC] 


$ 299.95 

$ 449.95 

$ 399.95 

$ 549.95 



NEW! 


JEEP SGFT TOPS 


• PRECISE FITMENT 

• DOT-APPROVED WINDOWS 

• 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 

• WATER-TIGHT 

STARTING AT: $249.95 


FOR YOUR SHOPPING NEEDS 


7AM- 10PM Mon-Thurs 
7AM -TPM Friday 

All times are US Central Standard Time (CST) 


8AM - 5PM Saturday 
Closed Sunday 


800 - 222-7023 
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idur incredible pickup trucks bittl^ffirpnie terrain 


CHEVY COLORADO CREW CAB Z71 


but only one will be our 2015 PickUp Trudi of the Year 


By Four Whoolor staff editor@fourwheeler.com Photography: Ken Brubaker 


ACH MODEL YEAR, PICKUP TRUCK MANUFAC- 

turers integrate new features onto the 
trucks they create and every few years 
manufacturers introduce significantly 
changed or all-new trucks. This perpetu- 
ally changing truck landscape means that 
to keep up requires a lot of research. For 
those who are in the market for a new truck, 
it translates to a lot of visits to dealerships 
to inspect and drive these rigs. Dealerships 
can be accommodating, but they’re prob- 


ably not going to let you have each truck for 
a week so you can pile 900 miles on them 
in a variety of terrain both on- and off-road. 
And even if they did, you probably don’t 
have time for that because you need to work 
to earn a living. 

This is where we come in. Each year, we 
corral the latest and greatest pickup trucks for 
a weeklong test doing exactly what we just 
said. For the last few decades we’ve tested 
substantially changed or all-new trucks, all at 


one time, in a variety of terrain, and it’s called 
Pickup Truck of the Year (PTOTY). 

For 2015, the field of competitors included 
the all-new Chevy Colorado Z71, the 6.4L 
Hemi-powered Ram Power Wagon, and the 
Bilstein/TRD-equipped Toyota Tacoma 
TRD Pro and Toyota Tundra TRD Pro. The 
all-new ’15 Ford F-150 also qualified, but 
Ford was unable to provide a vehicle by the 
test date. To qualify for PTOTY, vehicles 
must be all-new or substantially revised from 
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TOYOTA TACOMA DOUBLE CAB TRD PRO 


RAM POWER WAGON CREW CAB 


TOYOTA TUNDRA CREWMAXTRD PRO 



the previous model year, have a two-speed 
transfer case, a production run of at least 
1,500 vehicles available in the U.S., and be 
on sale by March 15, 2015. 

During the week of testing, we left no stone 
unturned, as the saying goes. This year, we 
started out by putting each truck on an RTI 
ramp to measure suspension articulation, and 
then we pointed the trucks toward a racetrack 
to measure acceleration and braking. Once 
all of that was completed, we spent the next 


four days testing in a wide range of specially 
chosen terrain. You can read more about the 
testing later in the story. This year, we had 
seven experienced judges at PTOTY, and as 
testing took place, they were analyzing a wide 
range of topics from four-wheel-drive system 
operation and function to cargo bed tie-down 
function. Judges were required to score each 
vehicle in a variety of areas as well as record 
detailed notes in the official judging books. In 
the end, this information was used to crown a 


winner. You can read more details of the judg- 
ing procedure elsewhere in this story. 

This year’s test was quite fascinating, in- 
deed. In the end, there were some bumps and 
bruises to the rigs, but nothing major, which 
was a testament to their ruggedness. After a 
week of living with these rigs, their strengths 
and weaknesses were clear. 

So read on to learn what’s new with these 
four trucks, what works, what doesn’t, which 
vehicle won, and much more. 


fourwheeler.com 


FOUR WHEELER MAY 2015 SI 



q"- Place 

PHFUV 

COLORADO Z71 

What’s New 

T he midsize Colorado is all-new for 2015. This 
full-frame truck is available as an extended 
cab longbed (6-foot, 2-inch bed) or a Crew Cab 
in either shortbed (5-foot, 2-inch bed) or longbed 
configurations. The Colorado uses an indepen- 
dent front suspension with aluminum knuckles 
and a coil-over-shock setup. Out back is a solid 
axle with a leaf-spring suspension. Depending on 
configuration, the Colorado is available with either 
a 2.5L 1-4 engine or a 3.6L V-6 engine (mated 
to a six-speed manual or six-speed automatic 
transmission depending on cab style). The trans- 
fer case is a two-speed unit and is electronically 
shifted. Compared to the previous-generation 
12 model, the 15 Colorado is almost 6 inches 
wider and 3 inches taller, and it has an almost 
3-inch-wider track. For PTOTY, Chevy sent us 
a V-6-powered Crew Cab shortbed in Z71 trim. 
Strangely, the Z71 “Suspension Package” doesn’t 
include any suspension upgrades, but it does 
include a G80 automatic locking rear differential, 
transfer case skidplate, front towhooks, projector 
headlamps, 17-inch wheels, and all-terrain tires. 
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o^vzsuAuy.TrsA very sharp-looking truck 

WITH GREAT SIGHTlINES.ANOn SEEMS TO RIOE 
ANOORIVE EXCELLENT FOR A TRUCKINITSCIASS” 


which made for a solid seal and contribute to the 
Colorado’s impressively quiet cabin. The Colorado 
lost points due to a lack of sheetmetal and body 
protection. The interior scored very high with the 
judges. “This is a cabin I want to be in," wrote a 
judge. “I feel like Chevy used quality materials 
where it matters most, where the driver interfaces 
with the truck. Steering wheel, shifter, stereo, and 
HVAC knobs,” wrote another. And speaking of 
the HVAC system, we think the Colorado’s system 
has one of the most well designed digital/manual 
interfaces on the market. It’s easy to use with no 
learning curve. The similarities of the Colorado to 
GMs fullsize trucks were noted numerous times 
by judges. “There are definitely cues of this truck 
trying to be a smaller version of its '/ 2 -ton older 
brother,” a judge wrote. Complaints: Judges felt 
that the rear seatback was too vertical and several 
larger-framed judges noted that the front seats 
felt small. 

On-Road 

The Colorado’s excellent road manners netted 
it the highest score in this group of vehicles. 


Ramp and Track 

On the 20-degree RTI ramp, the Colorado 
earned a score of 391 points. The low 17.3-de- 
gree approach angle of the truck meant the 
low-hanging front air dam desperately wanted 
to stuff into the RTI ramp as we drove on. To 
avoid air dam damage we concocted a ramp 
prior to the RTI ramp using wood blocks. At the 
track, the 305hp V-6 hauled the approximately 
4,450-pound truck to 60 mph in 8.6 seconds 
and through the quarter-mile in 16.6 seconds at 
86.2 mph. The Colorado’s four-wheel-disc brakes 
combined with the standard ABS to take the truck 
from 60 mph to a dead stop in 131.4 feet, the 
shortest stopping distance of this group of trucks. 

Exterior/Interior 

Overall, judges liked the Colorado’s styling. 
“Chevy did well on the design," one judge wrote. 
Judges liked the smooth and easy operation of 
the EZ Lift-and-Lower tailgate and the functional 
features borrowed from the fullsize Silverado like 
the triple-sealed doors inlaid in the body sides. 


Judges noted the solid feel of the truck and the 
fact that the coil-over-shock front suspension and 
electrically-assisted power rack-and-pinion steer- 
ing helped it handle very well on twisty roads. 
“This truck handles great,” a judge noted. Overall 
ride quality was very good as well. There were no 
complaints about the function and feedback of 
the electric steering, and this lack of complaining 
from the judges indicates that GM got it right. 
Brake pedal feel and overall brake operation was 
excellent, which we speculate would translate to 
confident braking when the Colorado is towing 
its maximum of 7,000 pounds. Judges thought 
that engine power was adequate but that the V-6 
was surprisingly noisy. Judges noted that the six- 
speed transmission shifted in and out of Overdrive 
regularly at highway speeds. “In and out of OD a 
lot,” or something similar, was a common notation 
from the judges. 

Off-Road 

While blasting the Colorado down washboard 
roads, we were impressed at the solid feel of the 
truck. “Very solid. No rattles or squeaks,” noted 
one judge. Judges were also impressed at the 
truck’s abilities in the sand and snow. When the 
traction control was cancelled, the Colorado came 
alive in these terrains. “You get tire-spinning free- 
dom, even in two-wheel drive,” noted one judge. 
Judges also noted the smooth function of the G80 
automatic rear locker, and comments included 
“smooth” and “it works well.” Judges were less en- 
thusiastic about the placement of the four-wheel- 
drive selector knob, which was low and left of the 
driver. Judges were also disappointed at the lack 
of off-road package content. “GM had Hummer in 
its portfolio at one point. This means the company 
is capable of making a worthwhile and extremely 
competent midsized off-roader (H3T Alpha, 
anyone?),” wrote a judge. The low 17.1-degree 
approach angle was the Colorado’s biggest off-road 
hindrance, and it required diligence to keep the 
front air dam from stuffing into rocks on the trail or 
trying to act as a plow in sand and snow. 

Bottom Line 

The Colorado Z71 has a lot going for it. It 
feels very solid, offers good fuel mileage, great 
ride quality, decent power, and a very competi- 
tive price in its segment. The truck is decently 
capable in the dirt, even with the low approach 
angle. This approach angle is one of the reasons 
why the truck gets good highway fuel mileage 
though, so it’s a trade-off. We’d love to see GM 
get serious with the Colorado’s Z71 package and 
add tougher shocks, body protection, and more 
aggressive tires. Maybe even a front suspension 
height increase. 


Lonbook Quotes 

0'7 guess we can rejoice that it has a 
coil-over-shock front suspension (finaiiy, no 
torsion bars), which should open the suspen- 
sion up to significant aftermarket potentiai. ” 

0“l'm sure there would be some type of aero- 
dynamic upset, resulting in a fuei economy 
penaity, but I would ditch the lower valance. It 
doesn 't look good and hangs too low. " 
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TOYOTA 

TUNDRA TRD PRO 

What’s New 

T he big news for 2015 is that the Tundra is 
available with the new TRD Pro package. This 
package fits the Tundra with a variety of items 
including TRD-tuned high-performance Bilstein 
piggyback-reservoir shocks. Compared to the 
non-TRD Pro Tundra, each shock has a larger 
diameter piston and shaft. The TRD Pro also has 
TRD-tuned front springs that are said to provide 
2 inches of lift and have a decreased spring rate 
to improve ride quality over harsh terrain. Toyota 
says that the TRD Pro suspension has 1.4 inches 
of additional wheel travel up front and 1.5 inches 
of additional wheel travel in the rear. Other TRD 
Pro features include 18-inch TRD alloy wheels, 
Tundra-exclusive Michelin Off-Road Package 
tires, TRD dual stainless steel exhaust, new TRD 
front skidplate, unique front grille, special badging 
(including TRD Pro stamped into the bedsides), 
multi-reflector halogen headlights with black sport 
bezels and manual level control, TRD floormats 
and shift knob, unique seat color with red stitch- 
ing, and a unique IP ornament insert. 

Ramp and Track 

The TRD Pro earned a score of 463 on the 
20-degree RTI ramp. This is a healthy 61-point in- 
crease over the same wheelbase Tundra SR5 we 
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Logbook Quotes 

0“The suspension feels very supple and 
smooth on-road. It doesn’t feel like something 
you would get from the factory. In fact, it feels 
like a nice aftermarket suspension, which is a 
good thing. " 

S “it’s great to see Toyota caring about the off- 
road market and creating a platform like this. 
Sure, there are things I don’t like, but it should 
be noted that they put forth an effort. It’s not 
a Raptor effort by any stretch, but an effort 
nevertheless. ” 


tested at last year’s PTOTY. At the track, the TRD 
Pro accelerated 0-60 mph in 7.2 seconds and 
cleared the quarter-mile in 15.6 seconds at 91 
mph. These acceleration figures are on par with 
the numbers generated last year, and they are 
the fastest in this group of vehicles. The Tundra’s 
four-wheel disc brakes brought the truck to a stop 
from 60 mph in 140.5 feet. 

Exterior/Interior 

The all-business appearance of the Tundra 
gathered praise from the judges. “This is the best 
looking Tundra so far,” wrote one judge. “Sexy,” 
said another. Judges liked the plastic bedrail cov- 
ers and the 12 hooks in the cargo bed. However, 
judges questioned the two hard-to-access front 
towhooks and the lack of body protection on 
the off-road-centric truck. Inside, judges noted 
the impressive space with lots of headroom and 
legroom. “The interior is geared for larger people,” 
noted one judge. “I love the spacious interior,” 
wrote another. The large HVAC controls were easy 
to use, though the garish silver knobs drew criti- 
cism. One judge wrote, “The brushed aluminum 
knobs look like the ones on my dad’s Hi-Fi stereo 
from 1975.” Some judges felt that there were too 
many finishes inside the cabin. Front seat comfort 
was good, though the back seat felt cramped 
to some judges but there was good headroom, 
though. Overall, the Tundra didn’t score well in the 
Interior category. “Compared to other t^-tons in 
its class, the Tundra is still a letdown inside. There 
are some basic controls that we dig, but overall it’s 
not up to par,” wrote one judge. 

On-Road 

The Tundra is a large truck, but it handled very 
well. The Michelin tires did a great job of gripping 
canyon roads as we sailed through the curves. 

The TRD exhaust sounded great. “The exhaust 
note is just flat-out cool and sounds even better 
when you romp on it,” noted one judge. Another 
said, “If you like a throaty exhaust, you’ll love 
this.” Praise was also centered on the 5.7L V-8 
engine and the six-speed automatic transmission. 
“Engine feels powerful,” said a judge. “Fun engine 
and tranny combo. Lively,” said another. The 
decreased spring rate of the front TRD springs 
helped contribute to a smooth, comfortable ride 
on the open road. 

Off-Road 

If there was ever a question that a suspension 
could be good on- and off-road, the Tundra TRD 
Pro proved that it is possible. As good as the sus- 
pension was on-road it was just as good off-road. 


Sr EVER VERSION OF THE TUNORA SO FAR. 
SUSPENSION TUNEO VERY WEIL.” 


“Excellent suspension,” and “Soft suspension, 
smooth for an off-road package,” were some of 
the judge’s comments. The TRD/Bilstein-equipped 
suspension soaked up rough terrain, whether it 
was trail or rutted sand, and this meant our kidneys 
and tooth fillings stayed in place. It was no surprise 
that the suspension bottomed out more than 
others in this test when pushed hard over very 
rough terrain, but even then, the bumpstops did 
a good job of providing cushioning. The Tundra 
was a judge favorite in the sand due to its ample, 
willing power from the 381hp 5.7L engine. “This 
thing is a riot to flog in the sand,” wrote one tester. 
As we threw the Tundra through the sand we 
were serenaded by the incredibly muscular sound 
from the TRD exhaust. In the rocks, the truck did 
surprisingly well, aided by the electronic traction 


control system. However, all judges questioned 
the soft, mild-tread Michelin tires that worked well 
in the snow and sand but suffered chunking and 
sidewall cuts during testing on rock-strewn trails 
and hillclimbs. 

Bottom Line 

The Tundra TRD Pro is a very unique fullsize 
truck. It has a great look thanks to a number of 
cool TRD Pro-specific visual mods, outstanding 
on-road manners, gobs of grumbly power, and it’s 
capable off-road for what most owners will subject 
it to. The TRD Pro package puts the Tundra in the 
upper echelon of off-road-ready fullsize OE pick- 
ups. With that said, we wish the Tundra TRD Pro 
had more aggressive tires, additional underbody 
skidplating, and a locker or limited-slip rear diff. 
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SOIS PICKUP TRUCK OF THE 


2“" Place 

TOYOTA 

TACOMA TRD PRO 

What’s New 

T he new TRD Pro package fits the Tacoma 
with a variety of items including TRD-tuned 
high-performance Bilstein shocks. Compared to 
the non-TRD Pro Tacoma, each front shock has a 
larger diameter piston and shaft and each remote- 
reservoir rear shock has a larger piston. The TRD 
Pro also has TRD-tuned front springs that provide 
a 1%-inch lift and are said to have a decreased 
spring rate to improve ride quality over harsh 
terrain. Toyota says that the TRD Pro suspension 
has %-inch additional wheel travel up front and IV 2 
inches of additional wheel travel in the rear. Other 
TRD Pro features include new 16-inch TRD alloy 
beadlock-style wheels, BFGoodrich All-Terrain T/A 
KO tires, black OE skidplate, TRD after-cat exhaust, 
unique front grille, black TRD Pro and Toyota 
badging, TRD floormats, and a TRD shift knob. 

Ramp and Track 

The TRD Pro suspension helped the Tacoma 
earn an impressive score of 473 points on the 
20-degree RTI ramp. This is a remarkable 
93-point improvement over the same wheelbase 
Tacoma TRD TlX Baja Access Cab we tested at 
PTOTY 2013. At the track, the Tacoma’s 236hp 
4.0L engine pulled the truck from a dead stop 
to 60 mph in 8.3 seconds and through the 
quarter-mile in 16.5 seconds at 84.3 mph. These 
performance numbers are almost identical to the 
numbers generated by the Tacoma TRD TlX Baja 


WHAT’S HO'n 

Great stance, improved 
wheel travel, front suspen- 
sion lift, TRD/Bilstein 
shocks, great clearances, 
impressive power at high 
rpms 

WHAT’S NO'n 

Can’t completely cancel 
traction control, slow 
4WD engagement, dated 
interior, interior noise at 
speed 
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3*77/15 TRUCK UJVES SPEED. THE MORE OFnTRE 
BETTER (OFF-ROADl” 


Access Cab we tested in 2013. The disc/drum 
brakes brought the TRD Pro to a dead stop from 
60 mph in 138.9 feet, which is an improvement 
of almost 5 feet compared to the TRD TlX Baja we 
tested previously. 

Exterior/Interior 

Overall, judges gave the exterior of the Tacoma 
good marks. “Great stance," wrote one judge. 
Another said, “The most visually appealing 
Tacoma to date, in my opinion.” Judges liked the 
chrome-free exterior and the TRD Pro-specific 
items like the black badging, grille, and front 
skid plate. Judges didn’t care for the low-hanging 
mud flaps (which miraculously stayed attached 
even after a week of wheeling) and some judges 
were bothered by the slight nose-high stance of 
the TRD Pro. The interior scored the lowest of this 
group, with comments like “Very outdated and 
old-feeling,” and “dated” being the norm. Judges 
also noted that the cabin was noisier at speed 
than some of the more recently designed trucks. 
However, age aside, the interior is very functional 
with no learning curve and lots of hidden storage 
areas. Judges also liked the fold-flat rear seats 



and the power outlet in the cargo bed. The short- 
est judge found visibility from the driver seat to be 
a problem. “The Toyotas in this test sit nose-high, 
which is annoying. The fact that you can’t adjust 
the seat any better in this truck makes it that 
much worse,” he complained. However, taller 
judges had no problem and several noted the 
great visibility from the driver seat. 


Loilbook Quotes 

O“lfyou drive it hard, you’li be rewarded with 
power.” 

0“A-Trac is terribie. Make it go away A 
front locker would make this truck a real 
contender.” 

0“ Despite the electronic nannies, you can 
have fun cutting loose off-road.” 

0“ Overall, the suspension Is way too stiff and 
makes for a somewhat unpleasant ride quality 
off-road. That’s why I scored It lower for rocky 
trails and sand.” 


On-Road 

Judges expressed mixed emotions on the 
Tacoma’s on-road handling. Some felt that the 
steering was slow to respond and that the brakes 
were touchy past 1-inch of pedal travel. Overall, 
judges felt it was fun to drive though. “Very sport 
truck-like, fun to drive,” wrote one judge. “It was 
surprisingly tossable on twisty canyon roads,” 
wrote another judge. The V-6 engine’s power 
comes on strong in the higher rpms, and the 
engine worked well with the five-speed automatic 
transmission. Judges noted the lack of throttle 
delay, which made power roll-on almost instanta- 
neous, unlike some vehicles we’ve tested where 
there’s a distinct delay in power delivery. The TRD 
Pro’s ride was a bit harsh on rough roads at low 
speed, but the suspension was in its element on 
rough roads at speed. The TRD after-cat exhaust 
emitted a bold exhaust note, which was clearly 
obvious from the cab. “If you don’t like loud 
exhaust, this is not the truck for you. But it sounds 
cool in a sport truck sorta way,” noted one judge. 

Off-Road 

The TRD Pro was in its element off-road. The 
truck’s great approach, departure, rampover, and 
ground clearance meant it was one of the judge’s 
favorite rigs. The TRD Pro suspension owned 
rough terrain at speed, and we were able to blast 
along without a care. In the rocks, the truck did 
great thanks to the enhanced suspension travel, 
awesome clearances, and the electronically 
controlled locking rear differential. In the snow 
and sand, we were able to romp the truck up to 
a point before the traction control took over. We 
appreciated the front towhook and front towloop. 
Complaints: As it was on-road, the suspension 
was stiff at low speed on rough terrain, which 
made for a harsh ride; the traction control was of- 
ten overactive and can’t be completely canceled; 
and four-wheel-drive engagement was a tad slow. 

Bottom Line 

We think the Tacoma TRD Pro is the best Ta- 
coma yet for those who want a smaller pickup with 
big off-road capability, and we think it’s possibly the 
most capable small pickup available in the U.S. to- 
day. If we had a wish list, we’d add a front diff locker 
and a manual shift T-case, but even without those 
items, this truck is ready and willing to hit the trail. 
The new TRD Pro package includes a well thought 
out group of mods that combine to make this truck 
very off-road capable and a lot of fun. 
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all-business exterior matchup we’d like to see. 
Judges had to nitpick just to find anything wrong 
with the exterior. “I wish it had rocker protection 
like the ’05 Power Wagon,” wrote one judge. A 
couple of judges noted that the tall truck actually 
makes the 33-inch tires look small. “I wish it 
had 35s,” was a common notation in the judge’s 
books, not only for aesthetics, but also for the 
functional aspect. Inside, the Ram also gathered 
positive comments. “Not goofy, gimmicky, or 
over the top. Utilitarian luxury,” commented one 
judge regarding our tester’s Laramie-trimmed 
cabin. Another said, “I love the Ram interior. Soft 
touch. Leather. Quality materials.” Laramie trim 
notwithstanding, the interior’s basic design was 
a winner with the judges, who gave kudos to the 
center-mounted transfer case lever, front seat 
headroom and legroom, seat design and adjust- 
ability, storage options, instrumentation, controls, 
and the ability to have a flat load floor in the 
rear passenger area when the seats are folded. 
Oh, and there were a lot of cupholders. “I don’t 
think I even own enough cups to fill all of the 
cupholders,” noted one judge. Judges also liked 
the RamBox and it’s functionality, as well as the 
fact that the RamBox locks functioned with the 
truck’s remote key fob. “Super nice interior with 
really clever rear cargo arrangement,” wrote one 
judge. Complaints were minimal with the most 
mentioned being rear seat headroom seemed 
limited for taller passengers. 


Winner! 

RAM 

POWER WAGON 

What’s New 

F or 2014, the Ram Power Wagon received a 
number of new items, which qualified the 
truck for competition, but Ram was unable to 
provide a vehicle last year due to manufacturing 
schedules. So, the 2014 model was included in 
this year’s competition (the ’15 Power Wagon, 
which includes a new hill descent control feature, 
was unavailable by our test dates). The ’14 Power 
Wagon, based on the Ram 2500 Heavy Duty 
Crew Cab, has many new features including an 
all-new suspension system. It includes Power 
Wagon-specific Bilstein shocks, control arms, 
spring rates, and more than 2 inches of lift. Up 
front, the truck has a “Ram Articulink” three-link 
setup, while out back it uses a five-link coil-spring 
suspension. The Power Wagon continues to 
feature the front electronic disconnecting sway 
bar. The truck also continues to use solid axles 
front and rear that are equipped with 
electronic locking differentials, 
but for 2014, the front axle 
uses an axle disconnect sys- 
tem that is said to improve fuel 
economy by up to one mpg. 

Under the hood is a new 
6.4L Hemi V-8 engine that 
produces 410 hp and 429 
Ib-ft of torque. The engine 
features Fuel Saver cylinder 
deactivation technology. 


cooled exhaust gas recirculation, variable valve 
timing, a high-volume oil cooler, oil jets for piston 
cooling, and aircraft-grade stainless steel gaskets 
and fasteners for improved durability at high tem- 
peratures. Power is routed through a six-speed 
automatic transmission and sent to the axles via a 
part-time, manual-engagement transfer case. 

Ramp and Track 

With the front swaybar connected, the Power 
Wagon earned a score of 405 points on the 
20-degree ramp. As expected, disconnecting the 
front sway bar improved that number dramati- 
cally. With the sway bar disconnected, the truck 
earned a score of 509 points, which was the best 
of this group of trucks. At the track, the Power 
Wagon traveled from 0-60 mph in 9.5 seconds 
and through the quarter-mile in 17.2 seconds 
at 84.5 mph. Interestingly, these acceleration 
numbers are slower than those generated by the 
5.7L Power Wagon we tested at PTOTY 2012. 

The Power Wagon’s four-wheel disc brakes with 
ABS helped bring the approximately 6,700-pound 
truck to a stop from 60 mph in 137.5 feet, which 
is an improvement of over 20 feet compared to 
the ’12 Power Wagon we tested. 

Exterior/Interior 

From a functional perspective, we like that the 
12,000-pound Warn winch is tucked inconspic- 
uously behind the front bumper but is still easy 
to use. Ram has tried various badging formats 
since the Power Wagon’s reintroduction in 
2005, and this model is only badged as 
a Power Wagon on the tailgate. Judges 
liked this format better than the garish 
badging like what was found on the ’12 
model, but we think the Power Wagon 
and Ram’s Black package are the ultimate 


WHAT’S HO'n 

tocking cliffs, 12,000-pound Warn winch, disconnecting front 
sway bar, manuai shift transfer case, suspension iift, road 
manners, traii capabiiity 

WHAT’S NOT^ 

Throttie lag, fuel economy 





Logbook Quotes 

0“You can really rail the huge Power 
Wagon on twisty roads, which is amazing fora 
6,700-pound truck. Does not push into hard 
corners as much as you think it would. ” 

S “There’s virtually no obstacle that can stop 
this beast " 

3 "777/s truck represents exactly what a truck 
should be. Something that can haul, tow, 
and wheel through any terrain or obstacle 
imaginable . " 

3"77?/s truck checked all of the want boxes. 
With selectable lockers, an in-cab disconnect- 
ing sway bar, winch, and great suspension, it 
is the oversized Wrangler for those who think 
Jeeps are for Barbie . " 



On-Road 

The Power Wagon was surprisingly civilized 
on the road for a %-ton truck, even when pushed 
through curvy canyon roads. “It’s amazing how 
well it goes around corners on mountain roads,” 
noted one judge. In an age where some believe it 
takes IPS and electric steering to help make a full- 
size pickup truck handle well, the Power Wagon 
shows that a large, solid axle truck with “old 
school” power recirculating-ball steering can hold 
its own in the handling department. Judges liked 
the feel and effectiveness of the Power Wagon’s 
four-wheel disc brakes when it came time to 
scrub speed. Comments like “solid pedal” and 
“great brakes" were noted. The ride quality was 
also noted often, and the judges agreed that the 
ride was great on the road for a %-ton truck. Judg- 
es noted increased road noise from the Goodyear 
Wrangler DuraTrac tires compared to the BFGo- 
odrich All-Terrain T/A KO tires that were on the ’12 
Power Wagon. The DuraTracs worked well though. 
The 6.4L engine’s output is 27 hp and 29 Ib-ft 
of torque more than the 5.7L ’12 Power Wagon, 
and that power increase is welcome but it didn’t 
wow the judges. Comments included, “Engine 
makes good power but not sporty enough for the 
nature of this truck,” and “The 6.4L is still nothing 
to write home about.” The solution according to 
one judge? “This is when we insert the 5-millionth 
notation about wanting, needing, having to have a 
diesel version.” 

Off-Road 

Quite simply, the Power Wagon ruled all off- 
road terrain. It effortlessly navigated everything 




we threw at it. No obstacle fazed it. On graded 
roads at speed, the coil spring suspension helped 
to make the truck “surefooted” and “smooth 
for a %-ton.” The big truck easily crawled rocky 
trails thanks to the softened throttle response 
and slightly increased engine idle speed that 
kicks in when the truck is in 4-Lo; the outstand- 
ing ground clearance, approach, and departure 
angles; differential lockers; and flexy suspension. 
These items also helped the truck effortlessly 
ascend our nasty, uneven, loose-dirt hillclimb. 

In the snow, the Power Wagon was unstoppable 
with its impressive clearances and lockers. Even 
in the sand, the Power Wagon worked very well, 
though throttle response from the engine while 
romping in the sand and snow was criticized by 
each judge. One judge summarized it by saying, 
“Throttle response is very slow. You have to plan 
ahead when you want to throttle aggressively.” 
This is the only negative we found with the Power 


Wagon’s off-road performance. Judges loved the 
simple and easy-to-use floor-mounted manual 
T-case shifter (“Shifter on the floor is king!”), 
easy-to-access huge front towloops (“Not since 
Hummer have there been towloops this easy 
to use.”), and generous underbody protection 
(“Overkill, considering how much ground clear- 
ance this truck has.”). The front disconnecting 
swaybar worked flawlessly as did the differential 
lockers. 

Bottom Line 

The Power Wagon easily won this year’s com- 
petition, and it isn’t the first time the Power Wagon 
nameplate has been on the winner’s podium. This 
is the fifth win for the nameplate since we first 
started hosting these competitions in 1974, and 
the fourth since the Power Wagon was reintro- 
duced in 2005. The ’14 Power Wagon is mega 
functional and is arguably the most multi-faceted, 
capable fullsize pickup available today. It’s a truck 
that can carry you to a five-star restaurant in style, 
haul you down the gnarliest trails, or easily tow 
a heavy trailer and cargo. Our tester was on the 
upper end of the price spectrum, but Ram offers 
the Power Wagon in other trim levels, including 
the entry-level Tradesman. Base price for the ’15 
Power Wagon Tradesman is approximately $45K 
according to the Ram website at time of print. 

The Power Wagon has again proved itself to be 
an outstanding truck that excels both on- and 
off-road, and for this reason, it’s our 2015 Pickup 
Truck of the Year. 
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SOIS PICKUP TRUCK OF THE 


How We Test ’Em 

O n the first day of our weeklong Pickup Truck 
of the Year test we traveled to Willow Springs 
International Raceway, near Lancaster, California, 
where we used a RaceLogic Performance Box 
to gather acceleration and braking data. We 
then convoyed to the desert via winding paved 
roads and, along the way, gathered data on how 
the trucks handled in the twisty environment. 

For the next three days we tested the trucks 
in a wide range of terrain. We spent time in 
almost every type of driving situation you may 
encounter. From stop-and-go city driving to wide 
open highway. Since we’re an off-road-centric 
publication, we spent the majority of time in the 
dirt, water, mud, sand, and rocks. Each day of 
driving began shortly after sunup and ended well 
after sundown. We traveled to both high and low 
altitudes, we drove in the dark, and this year, for 
the first time in recent OTY history, we were able 
test in snow at high elevation. On the last day, 
we made the trek back to the Los Angeles area, 
which completed the test. In the end, we logged 
about 900 miles on each vehicle. 



O ur scoring procedure utilizes five weighted categories. Here’s the breakdown: 30 percent Trail Per- 
formance (how a vehicle performs in specific wheeling environments and off-road-centric features 
like 4WD system operation, tires, traction aids, and so on), 25 percent Empirical (RTI, acceleration, 
braking, price, and so on), 20 percent On Pavement (handling, ride quality, steering feel, and so on) 15 
percent Interior (instrumentation, ingress and egress, seat comfort, storage, and so on), and 10 percent 
Exterior (appearance, stance, body protection, and so on). 



Final Results 



Colorado 

Z71 

Power 

Wagon 

Tacoma 

TRD Pro 

Tundra 

TRD Pro 

Trail Performance 

16.62 

26.08 

20.44 

19.02 

Empirical 

20.36 

22.14 

21.07 

21.43 

On-Road Performance 

13.54 

13.23 

12.14 

12.80 

Interior 

9.84 

12.51 

8.81 

9.70 

Exterior 

6.22 

8.29 

7.12 

6.27 

Total 

66.58 

82.25 

69.58 

69.22 


Judges Picks 

S coring gets thrown out the window here. 

We asked the judges which vehicle they’d 
most like to own, and why, based on their own 
personal wheeling style and preference. Here’s 
what they chose. 

Ken Brubaker, Four Wheeler Senior Editor 
The Toyota Tacoma TRD Pro was a hoot to 
drive, and it’s the truck I’d like to own out of this 
group. I dig how well all of the TRD Pro-specific 
upgrades work together to make the truck 
capable and fun both on- and off-road. As a 
bonus, it’s rated at 21-mpg highway, and it’s 
one of the least expensive trucks in this group. 

I think the truck is a great value. I really like the 
truck’s stance, too. 

All Mansour, Jp Technicai Editor 

This is a tough one. All of the trucks this 
year had extreme highs and lows in my book. 
The easy answer is the Power Wagon. It checks 
all the right boxes for what I would want in a 
fullsize truck that I actually take off-road. I don’t 
find the 6.4L Hemi all that impressive, but it 
gets the job done without too much fuss. While I 
don’t consider any of the trucks in the competi- 
tion dirt cheap, the Ram does stick out as extra 
pricey. Don’t get me wrong, it’s a super nice 
truck, but it would make me second guess how 
serious I was about getting into more challeng- 
ing terrain off-road. 


Greg Smith, Four Wheeler hrt Director 

The Tundra was a blast to drive, especially in 
the sand, due to its really responsive and pow- 
erful engine, but overall I have to go with the 
Power Wagon as my take-home truck. It truly 
is the do-it-all truck that sets the benchmark in 
the truck market. The only downside is the fuel 
economy and of course, the hit to the wallet, 
but with this much truck, I can overlook that. 

Agustin Jimenez, TEN Staff Editor 

The Power Wagon is a no-brainer in my 
book. It’s not to say the competition is lacking, 
which to be honest is pretty fierce this year. I’d 
welcome the Ram 2500 Power Wagon into my 
stable because every off-road enthusiast worth 
his or her salt should own a good %-ton 4x4 
truck. The ride quality is pretty smooth for a big 
Ti-ton truck. If you venture off the beaten path, 
you never have to worry <-'at+inn it cti in 
any terrain you might 
ever encounter. While 
fuel economy leaves 
much to be desired, 
it’s not a deal breaker 
by any means. 

Especially since fuel 
prices are currently 
floating around $2.85 
in SoCal, which 
means I’d hightail it 
to the desert towing 


my prerunner in the lap of luxury. The winch is 
just the icing on the cake! 

John Cappa, Contributor 

I really enjoyed the solid chassis and maneu- 
verability of the Chevy Colorado Z71 and the 
sporty feel of the Toyota Tacoma TRD Pro. But 
at the end of the day, I have to go with the most 
capable pickup ever offered: the Ram Power 
Wagon. It’s a tow rig, work truck, and off-road 
toy all rolled into one. 

Cody Kanuscak, Contributor 

I would love to take the Ram Power Wagon 
home since it has all the features that I would 
install on a truck, including a Warn winch, front 
and rear differential locks, electronic disconnect 
sway bar, and forged aluminum wheels. It’s 
equipped with a 6.4L powerplant so I can tow 
my friends wheeling rigs to the trail, then lead 
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SOIS PICKUP TRUCK UF THE YEAR 
Specifications As Tested 


GENERAL 

Uehicle/model 

2015 Chevy Colorado Crew Cab Z71 

2014 Ram Power Wagon Crew Cab 

S015 Toyota Tacoma Double Cab TRD Pro 

Base price 

$34,115 

$47,370 

$37,415 

Price as tested 

$36,710 

$59,580 

$38,300 

Options as tested 

Audio System-Premium BOSE ($500), Chevrolet 

Customer Preferred Package 22J ($7,450), 220- 

None, Destination Charge ($885) 


Mylink Audio System w/8in Diagonal Color Touch 

Amp Alternator ($100), Power Sunroof ($995), 



& Navigation ($495), Bedliner, Spray On ($475), 

Uconnect 8.4AN AM/EM/BT/ACCESS/NAV ($500), 



Trailering Equipment Package ($250), Destination 

Remote Start System ($200), Ram Box Cargo Man- 



Charge ($875) 

agement System ($1,295), Spray-In Bedliner ($475), 
Destination Charge ($1,195) 


ENGINE 

Type 

DOHC 24-valve V-6 

16-valve pushrod V-8 w/VVT 

DOHC 24-valve V-6 w/WT 

Displacement (ci/liter) 

217/3.6 

392/6.4 

241/4.0 

Bore X stroke (in) 

3.70x3.37 

4.09x3.72 

3.70x3.74 

Compression ratio (:1) 

11.5 

10.0 

10.0 

Intake/FI 

Direct injection 

Sequential, multiport, electronic 

EEI 

Mfg.’s power rating @ rpm (hp) 

305 @ 6,800 

410 @ 5,600 

236 @ 5,200 

Mfg.’s torque rating @ rpm (Ib-ft) 

269 @ 4,000 

429 @ 4,000 

266 @ 4,000 

Mfg.’s suggested fuel type 

Regular Unleaded 

Regular Unleaded 

87 octane or higher 

DRIVETRAIN 

Transmission 

Hydra-Matic 6L50 6-spd automatic 

66REE 6-spd automatic 

Aisin AB60E 5-spd automatic 

Ratios (:1) 

1st 4.06, 2nd 2.37, 3rd 1.55, ath 1.16, 

1st 3.23 , 2nd 1.84, 3rd 1.41, 4th 1.00, 

1st 3.52 , 2nd 2.04, 3rd 1.40, 4th 1.00, 5th 0.72, 


5th 0.85, 6th 0.67, Reverse 4.44 

5th 0.82, 6th 0.63, Reverse 4.44 

Reverse 3.22 

Axle ratio (:1) 

3.42 

4.10 

3.73 

Transfer case (:1) 

Magna NQ7 2-spd, electric-shift 

BorgWarner 44-47 2-spd, manual shift 

Aisin VE28M 2-spd, electric shift 

Low-range ratio (:1) 

2.72 

2.64 

2.57 

Crawl ratio (:1) 

37.8 

35 

33.7 

FRAME/BODY 

Frame 

Steel ladder-type 

Steel, ladder-type 

Steel ladder-type 

Body 

Steel, aluminum 

Steel 

Steel 

SUSPENSION/AXLES 

Front 

Independent coil-over-shock w/twin-tube shocks/ 

Three-link, coil springs/AAM, 9.25-inch ring gear. 

Independent, TRD-tuned springs, TRD-tuned 


Dana, 7.5-inch ring gear 

Tru-Lok electric locker 

Bilstein shocks/Hino, 8-inch ring gear 

Rear 

Semi-elliptic two-stage multi-leaf springs. 

Eive-link, coil springs/AAM, 11.5-inch ring gear. 

Leaf springs, TRD-tuned piggyback remote- 


twin-tube shocks/Dana, 8.7-inch ring gear. 

Tru-Lok electric locker 

reservoir shocks/Hino, 8-inch ring gear. 


G80 locking differential 


automatic limited-slip differential 

STEERING 

Type 

Electrically-assisted power rack-and-pinion 
w/variable assist 

Power recirculating ball 

Power rack-and-pinion 

Turns (lock-to-lock) 

3.3 

3.33 

3.64 

Ratio (:1) 

16.8 

15.6 

17.3 

BRAKES 

Front 

12.20 X 1.00-inch disc, Eour-piston caliper 

14 X 1.7-inch disc, twin-piston caliper 

12.48-inch vented disc, Eour-piston caliper 

Rear 

12.75 X 0.70-inch disc, TK-piston caliper 

14.09 X 1.34-inch disc, twin-piston caliper 

10.0-inch drum 

ABS 

Eour-wheel 

Eour-wheel 

Eour-wheel 

WHEELS/TIRES 

Wheels (in) 

17x8 cast aluminum 

17 X 8 aluminum 

16 X 7 alloy 

Tires 

P255/65R17 Goodyear Wrangler All-Terrain 
Adventure 

LT285/70R17 Goodyear Wrangler DuraTrac 

P265/70R16 BEGoodrich All-Terrain T/A KO 

FUEL ECONOMY 

EPA city/highway 

17/24 

N/A 

16/21 

Observed city/highway/trail 

15.6 

10.2 

14.4 

DIMENSIONS/CAPACITIES 

Weight (lb) 

4,450 

6,700 

4,220 

Wheelbase (in) 

128.3 

149.3 

127.4 

Overall length (in) 

212.7 

237.3 

208.1 

Overall width (in) 

74.3 

79.1 

74.6 

Height (in) 

70.6 

81.0 

70.1 

Track f/r (in) 

62.4/62.4 

68.6/68.0 

63.0/63.4 

Minimum ground clearance (in) 

8.2 

8.3 

9.3 

Turning diameter, curb-to-curb (ft) 

41.3 

47.7 

40.7 

Approach/departure angles (deg) 

17.3/22.1 

33.6/26.2 

37.8/25 

Breakover angle (deg) 

19.8 

23.5 

20 

GVWR (lb) 

6,000 

8,510 

5,500 

Payload (lb) 

1,590 

1,490 

1,280 

Maximum towing capacity (lb) 

7,000 

10,810 

3,500 

Seating 

5 

5 

5 

Fuel capacity (gal) 

21 

31 

21.1 

PERFORMANCE 

0-60 mph (sec) 

8.6 

9.5 

8.3 

Quarter-mile (sec @ mph) 

16.6 @ 86.2 

17.2 @84.5 

16.5 @ 84.3 

Braking 60-0 mph (ft) 

131.4 

137.5 

138.9 

Ramp Travel Index (20-degree, points) 

429 

405 sway bar connected, 509 sway bar disconnected 

473 
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S015 Toyota Tundra CrevuMax TRD Pro 

$43,900 

$45,000 

None, Destination Charge ($1,100) 


DOHC 32-valve V-8 
345/5.7 
3.70x4.02 
10.2 
EFI 

381 @ 5,600 
401 @ 3,600 
87 octane or higher 

Aisin A750F 6-spd automatic 

1st 3.33 , 2nd 1.96, 3rd 1.35, ath 1.00, 

5th 0.73, BthO.59, Reverse 3.06 

4.30 

BorgWarner WFIAM 2-spd, electronic shift 

2.64 

37.8 


Steel, ladder-type 
Steel 



Independent high-mounted double-wishbone, TRD-tuned 

springs, TRD-tuned Bilstein 

piggyback re mote- reservoir shocks/Toyota, 

8.7-inch ring gear 

Trapezoid multi-leaf springs, TRD-tuned 
Bilstein piggyback re mote- reservoir shocks/Hino, 
10.5-inch ring gear 



Power rack-and-pinion w/fluid cooler 


3.71 

18.1 



13.9 X 1.26-inch vented disc, four-piston caliper 
13.6 X 0.71-inch vented disc, two-piston caliper 
Four-wheel 


18 X 8 cast-aluminum alloy 
P275/65R18 Michelin LTX A/T 


13/17 

12.2 


5,625 

145.7 

228.9 

79.9 
76.2 

67.9/67.9 

10.6 

44 

26/22 

19.1 

7,200 

1,575 

9,800 

5 

26.4 


7.2 

15.6 @91 
140.5 

463 nnr 



High quality monotube 
construction in a full black 
out package Stealth has the \ 
edge when it comes to superior 
ride quality for your vehicle at an 
affordable price. 


Welcome to the dark side 


• Black Shock Body 

• Black NitroCarb Piston Rod 

• Excellent Ride Quality]:'- ^ 
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A VISIT TO MY GRANDMOTHER’S 

house a few hours away in 
southern New Hampshire 
almost always included 
a ride in her early ’80s Jeep 
Wagoneer. Not with my grand- 
mother, mind you, but with my 
father, who — in retrospect — was 
looking for any excuse he could 
fabricate to part company with 
his mother-in-law. Roaming the 
backroads in search of peace, qui- 
et, and nag-free solitude seemed 
to be the goal, but, unfortunately 
for him, there’d be none of that 
with me tagging along. 

Not wanting to bring gram’s 
Wagoneer back with clumps of 
mud dropping out of the fram- 
erails, we stuck mostly to dirt 
roads. In an effort to shut me up 
(and to keep me from spotting 
the actual 4WD trails that littered 
this part of the state), dad expertly 
sold these scenic and impeccably 
maintained backroads to me as 
challenging off-road expedi- 
tions — or so he thought. Even at 
an unsuspecting 6 or 7 years of 
age, I never did fall for his bait-n- 
switch attempts and mostly spent 
these rides wondering where all 
the fun-looking trails led to that 
we kept rolling on past. As a lin- 
gering consequence, to this day I 
still want to explore anything that 
even remotely resembles a pass- 
able trail, especially if there’s the 
possibility of mud on the menu. 

Older now, my dirty habits are 
still proving tough to kick. Be- 
sides, if you’re wheelin’ in mud 
country, you might as well settle 
in and enjoy the slop — there’s 
no avoiding it. With a magnetic- 
draw to unexplored backcountry, 
you tend to learn what works well 



and what char- 
acteristics make 
for a good mud tire. 

The super-aggressive 
offerings are obvious, but 
almost always carry horrible 
street manners as a drawback. 
Finding a tire that doesn’t punish 
you on the pavement, but does 
what the sidewall lettering says it 
will off-road, is what it’s all about 
for most people, and this is the 
ultra-competitive segment that 


C For whatever reason, the Mud 
Country was a tire that hadn’t 
registered strongly on our radar up 
until now but probably should have. 
Stepped tread blocks to assist in 
mud ejection and even wear, and in 
our experience, they do their job well. 
Molded into the three-ply sidewall 
are the signature “DC” tread blocks, 
both for added protection and a little 
extra grip to help claw your way up ’n 
out of ruts. The contact patches are 
also siped, which should help give a 
little extra grip on icy roads over the 
winter. 


tires like the Dick Cepek Mud 
Country is fighting for a spot in, 
Honestly, never having tried 
them before, we weren’t ex- 
pecting anything better than 
average performance from the 
35xl2.50R15 Dick Cepek Mud 


Dick Cepek tires in their native environment 

By Ben Battles editorilfourwheeler.com Photography: Ben Battles 


MUD COUNTRY TEST IN 

MUD COUNTRY 
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1. We could go either way on the 
simulated beadlock bolts, but what 
we do dig about the Summit Nomad 
Diamond Cut Wheels are their 
simplistic styling, perfect 3%-inch 
backspacing for our Jeep Wrangler, 
and super-reasonable price. The 
finish combines a gray-painted center 
with a clear-coated outer ring, and so 
far, it’s holding up great. 

S. Always a good indicator of mold- 
quality, our Mud Country tires took 
very little weight to balance. In fact, 
we can’t ever remember balancing 
a set of 35s that only took between 
a Vz and 2 ounces of weight per tire 
and wheel combination. As a result, 
we have zero shake or shimmy rolling 
down the road, no matter what the 
speed. 

3. Northeast mud comes in more 
flavors than Ben & Jerry’s, except 


without a label, so you never really 
know what you’re gonna get ’til you 
dip your tires in. In an effort to get 
the tread voids hopelessly packed 
solid, we purposely found the sticki- 
est, thickest mud we could and went 
in tires a-blazin’. What we found 
was that the Mud Country had an 
above-average ability to eject this 
glue-like mud and present a clean 
biting surface on their way back 
around. For a radial mud-terrain, we 
were impressed. 

4. With performance reminiscent of a 
trials-bike tire mounted on a dirtbike, 
the Mud Country gripped well to wet, 
slimy rocks, roots, and any other 
ground feature that wasn’t conducive 
to good traction. On this particular 
trail run — where there were no short- 
age of opportunities to open up the 
sidewalls like a can of tuna fish — no 
flats were experienced. 



Country you see here. However, 
after a few off-road outings and a 
little over 10,000 on-road miles, 
we are favorably impressed. This 
particular Jeep has seen a total of 
three other brands of radial mud- 
terrains over the past 140,000 
miles or so, all in the same 35- 
inch size. Not only have the Mud 
Country tires proven the quietest 
rolling, best riding, and best han- 
dling tire of the bunch on road, 
they’ve also been the best-per- 
forming tire off-road to boot. A 
bold statement for sure, but while 
measurable, these performance 
differences were not vast. Never- 
theless, they were measurable. 

As is typical among manufac- 
turers, our 35 -inch tire measured 
a little less than advertised at just 
over 34-inches in diameter. Being 
a load-range “C” tire, they were 
a good match to our Wrangler’s 
weight and offered good shock 
absorption on small compression 
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DICK CEPEK MUD CDUNTKY 


bumps. Sidewalls are three-ply; 
two of which are running verti- 
cally, and the third cross-ways in 
an effort aimed at stability. The 
Mud Country tread layout features 
stepped, asymmetrical tread 
blocks with no shortage of biting 
edges, and these highly varied 
lug shapes all but ensure you’ve 
got the right biting-edge for the 
job. Cepek claims that the lug’s 
stepped “ledges” assist in self- 
cleaning, and we can verify those 
claims. As soon as the tires were 
spun up to the appropriate veloc- 
ity, they ejected the stickiest mud 
we could find with relative ease. 
Of course, the gaping voids be- 
tween the lugs (less in the center, 
more on the outer edges) didn’t de- 
tract from these efforts either. The 
tread’s contact patch is also siped 
for a little extra grab on smooth 
surfaces, and more importantly 
for us northerners, snow- and ice- 
covered roads over the winter. 

Good off-road performance is 
oftentimes met with sometimes- 
significant compromises in on- 
road performance, but this didn’t 
happen to be the case with the 
Mud Country. Even with their 
gaping tread voids, these tires 
rolled smooth and quiet at all 
speeds. Mid-corner bumps were 
handled in a smooth and predict- 
able fashion, and unlike some of 
the other tires we’ve tried on this 
Jeep, you always felt in control of 
steering input. For a mud-terrain, 
they get an A+ for their pavement 
performance. After 10,000 miles, 
tire wear is noticeable (as to be 
expected) but not uneven. 

For testing, we mounted our 



new tires up on a set of aluminum 
15x8 Summit Racing Nomad Dia- 
mond Cut Wheels with 3 /4-inches 
of backspacing. The wheels look 
great and strike an even balance 
between bling and utility in the 
aesthetics department. They’re 
also pretty reasonably priced, at 
just over $100 per wheel. 

In the end, it’s easy to get 
wrapped up in the superfiuous 
advertising campaigns of some 
of the top tire manufactures to 
the point where some of the less- 
loudly-spoken manufacturers are 
relegated to the shadows of your 
purchasing decisions. If noth- 
ing else, our experiences here 
with the Dick Cepek tires have 
reminded us that thinking outside 
of the rock-star-endorsed product- 
category box can sometimes have 
you stumbling across outstanding 
products. This tire is one of those 
products. 

SDlIRLht 

Dick Cepek 

330/928-9092, dickcepek.com 


Summit Racing 

800/230-3030, summitracing.com 


5. With a rare early November 
snowfall here in the Northeast, we 
had an opportunity to test the Mud 
Country in a 12-inch-plus layer of 
fresh white stuff. The same attributes 
that make these tires perform well in 
mud also carry over here, and traction 
never seemed to be at a deficit. On 
hard-packed snow and icy roads, they 
performed as well as you can expect 
any mud-terrain to (that is to say, 
marginal), but an all-terrain will al- 
most always be a better choice here. 

6. In this case, we found that good 
on-road behavior also translated to 
good hard-pack-dirt performance. 

The Mud Country grabbed traction 
extremely well, and launched the 
Jeep with minimal spin. Bearing 
down on the skinny pedal around 
corners gave predictable handling 
and slide characteristics. We’d have 
no reservations about pushing this 
Jeep to near rally-car speeds on our 
local logging/tote roads while wearing 
these tires. 

7. Most of our off-road testing was 
done with the tires aired down to 
15 psi. Losing a bead due to overly 
low pressure is never fun, so we 
err on the side of caution with any 
non-beadlocked wheel. Even at this 
relatively high off-road pressure, 
the tires still provided a noticeable 
tread-conforming bulge. If given the 


chance, we’d love to see what these 
tires are capable of at even lower 
pressures when mounted up on a 
beadlock. 

8. The biggest surprise came with 
the Mud Country’s non-typical 
on-road behavior. Overall stabil- 
ity was excellent at all speeds, and 
tire noise? Not much at all. In fact, 
there was a noticeable reduction in 
noise and vibration compared to the 
three other brands of radial mud- 
terrains this Jeep wore. We have over 
10,000-miles under our belts with 
the Cepeks so far, and to date, tire 
wear has been has been consistent 
with other mud-terrain offerings. Rllf 


nspuumnimoHS 


Tire: Dick Cepek Mud Country 

Size:35xl2.50R15 

Type: Radial 

Load range: C 

Max load (lbs): 2,535 

Sidewall construction: Three-ply 

polyester 

Tread construction: One-ply nylon, 
two-ply steel, three-ply polyester 

Approved rim width (in): 8.5-10 
Tread depth (in): ^^-^32 
Tread width (in): 10 
Section width (in): 12.2 
Overall diameter (in): 34.8 
Maximum psi: 35 
Weight (lbs): 66 
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Fjnancing! Apply .On- Line 

*ttA Apply TODAY 
Get your tires 


r Get your tires 

• Gen(^ous Credit Lifies ^ ’ 

• Instant, On-Line Approval ; 

• Low Monthly Paymdnl^l^^^ 

www.DesertRat.com 



LED 

Lighting 




Compact & Powerful, Desert Rattler LED lighting draws 
only a fraction of the power needed to run conventional 
bulbs, but they out power & out perform lights twice the 
size, costing twice the price! 


F 


^IJADieWatt 
4x4 Watt- 

1200 Lumen Compact 3”x 
3” Size Spot or Hood 


ea 


ea 


$69.99 


3 + 3l£D18Watt 

1620 Lumen Compact 
3”x3” Size Spot Beam 




7.5" 36Watt — Was$119.99 — Now $99.99 

13.5"— 72 Watt — Was $ 199.99 $179.99 

21 .5" — 120 Watt —Was $259.99 $234.99 

31.5"- 180 Watt —Was $389.99 $349.99 

41 .5" — 240 Watt — Was $489.99 $439.99 

288 Watt — Was $599.99 $539.99 


30”-— 180 Watt— -Was $499.99 -—Now $ 399.99 
40”— -240 Watt 589.99 479.99 


50” — 288 Watt 699.99 559.99 

54” — 312 Watt 849.99 779.99 


Compare at up to $1,500.00 






35/12.50 R17 on 17x9 $2016.88 


305/65 R17 on 17x9 1996.88 

35/12.50 R18 on 18x9 2524.88 

37/12.50 R18 on 18x9 3040.88 



285/70R17 on 17X8.5 $1799.98 


DMH?Q[Mi 


iUUUUJtiJl 

www.DesertRat.com 



Toyo Open Country M/T un 
Tracker ii Black 



M/TMTZon 
Moab SIR Black/Machine 


on 17X8.5 

- on 18X9 - 

- on 20X9 - 


1969.98 
-2113.98 

2359.98 


315/70R17 

275/70R18 

305/55R20 



33/12.50R15 on 15x10 $1612.88 

285/75R16 on 16x8.5 1657.88 

285/75R17 on 17x8.5 2021.88 

35/12.50R17 on 17x8.5 2005.88 


TM 


Toyo Open Country AT2 on 
Moab STR Blk 


285/70 R17E 

on 17x8.5 

$1397.88 

285/70 R17C 

on 17x8.5 

1253.88 

35/12.50 R17 

on 17x8.5 

1577.88 

285/65 R18 

on 18x9 

1687.88 

35/12.50 R18 

on 18x9 

1855.88 


285/75R16 on 16x8 $1225.88 

275/70R17 on 17x9 1245.88 

285/65R18 on 18x9 1570.88 

35/12.50R18 on 18x9 1767.88 

285/65R20 on 20x9 2127.88 

*More New K02 Sizes Coming Soon! 

All prices subject to change, check our website for the most current prices. 



285/75R16 on 16x8.5 $1436.98 

285/70R17 on 17x9 1778.98 

315/70R17 on 17x9 1749.98 

305/70R18 on 18x9 2205.98 


iTires 


Tucson 

Tucson 

Tempe 

Mesa 

Phoenix 

Phoenix 

Albuquerque 

7107 E. 22nd Street 

3705 S. Palo Verde Blvd. 

4453 S. Rural Rd. 

1045 W. Broadway 

10701 N. 19th Ave. 

2421 E. Bell Road 

5401 San Mateo NE 

(520) 296-1200 

(520) 790-8502 

(480) 838-7800 

(480) 833-7300 

(602) 973-9697 

(602) 404-2244 

(505) 881-0931 
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All-terrain and then some 

By Christian Hazai Christian. hazeinifourwheeler.com Photography; Christian Hazel 



S ometimes YOU GET LUCKY 

and stumble into a wheel 
and tire combo that just 
clicks for you and your 
vehicle. The stars shine, stormy 
seas part, angels sing, and killer 
traction is yours in every terrain 
you and your 4x4 frequent. They 
roll smooth, quiet, and round on 
the street with no funky tread- 
wear, and they look good to boot. 
That was the perfect combo we 
broke up in order to test Mickey 
Thompson’s new Baja ATZP3 on 
our ’89 Wrangler. Indeed, it was 


with more than a little trepidation 
that we drove our Wrangler to our 
local Discount Tire store to have 
our trusty old 31s removed and a 
quintet of 31xl0.50R15LT Mick- 
ey Thompson ATZP3s mounted 
and balanced. However, within 
the first mile leaving Discount 
Tire, our fears subsided. And 
once we got 100 feet down our 
first trail with the new ATZP3s, 
we k new we had traded up. Click. 

Mickey Thompson claims 
the ATZP3 is a hybrid design 
intended to fill the gap between 


all-terrain and mud-terrain tires. 
Sure, the voids aren’t huge like 
a mud-terrain tire, but the tread 
has “multi-draft” grooves to aid 
self-cleaning and extended side- 
wall tread reminiscent of Mickey 
Thompson’s beloved polyester 
and fiberglass Baja Belted tires 
so we got cocky. Some rare So- 
Cal desert rain allowed us to test 
the limits of the design’s mojo in 
the muddy, alluvial soil near the 
Salton Sea. When this dirt gets 
wet, it takes on a taffy-like con- 
sistency and sticks to itself. The 


end result was the tread blocks 
struggled to clear themselves and 
we wound up driving around on 
huge mud donuts. But based on 
previous experience in these con- 
ditions, the same thing happens 
to aggressive purpose-built tires 
like a Swamper TSL or Krawler, 
so no real lessons learned there 
other than hammer down every 
now and then to spin the tires 
enough to eject mud with cen- 
trifugal force. 

Having confirmed the obvi- 
ous — that gnarly mud ain’t the 









ATZPS’s thing — ^we moved on 
to other terrain. For starters, if 
all you do is rockcrawl and scoot 
across hard-packed dirt, you re- 
ally should be looking hard at this 
tire. At 8 psi, they flat out stick 
like glue. It’s partially in the tread 
design (lots of little siped tread 
blocks like a trials bike tire), but 
it’s also in the tread compound. In 
addition to providing very good 
grip on all kinds of rock from 
sandstone to slick granite, the new 
T4 compound is more chip and 
puncture resistant than previous 
offerings. Even after some severe- 
ly rough riding over shale, broken 
granite, and other tire shredding 
terrain, we were very impressed to 


see our tread blocks and sidewalls 
virtually unmarred. We’ve put 
other tire types through this same 
wringer, only to have them come 
out looking like we did a burnout 
on top of a huge cheese grater. 

The T4 compound must be pretty 
good stuff. 

In looser soil, like gravelly 
hillclimbs and sandy washes, 
we noted some wheelhop and 
chatter with the tires at our self- 
imposed 28-psi street pressure. 
That said, dropping the pressure 
for our 3,000-pound four-cylinder 
Wrangler to 14 psi was all it took 
to allow the underpowered Jeep 
to scoot up hill and over dale like 
some amped-up cartoon charac- 



ter who still said corny stuff like 
“hill and dale.’’ The tread didn’t 
pack with looser soil, and even 
when brush busting on a buddy’s 
property, we had no issues with 
sharp sticks or tree limbs. The 
ATZP3s proved tough little bug- 
gers to the point we began to 
consider our spare superfluous 
cargo. On dirt roads back at our 
street pressure, we found our 
Jeep now stuck like glue to cor- 
ners we formerly enjoyed four- 
wheel-drifting through with our 
old tires. It wasn’t as much fun, 
but it definitely was a whole lot 
safer. So add lateral traction on 
hard-pack into these tires’ bag 
of tricks. 

It’s always hard to evaluate tire 
tread noise when your test vehicle 
is an open-top 4x4 that’s 26 years 
old, but with some diligent atten- 
tion (and killing the engine and 
coasting at opportune moments), 
we’re fully prepared to officially 


label these tires “quiet.” And as 
well as they grip off-road, they 
grip even better on-road. They’d 
be perfect for the multipurpose 
rig in your life, and given Mickey 
Thompson’s new PowerPly 
sidewall design that adds load 
carrying capability and stabil- 
ity, they’d be equally at home on 
a tow rig that needs to venture 
down the occasional dirt road or 
sandy wash. Honestly, about the 
only negative we can toss their 
way is that the ATZP3s are about 
10 pounds heavier apiece than 
the old tires they replaced, so 
we do feel a drop in acceleration 
with our weak little four-cylinder. 
However, apples-to-oranges, 
those tires were two-ply sidewalls 
that we always worried about 
off-road. The Mickey Thompson 
ATZP3s give us a feeling of 
invincibility when we’re out in 
the bad stuff, and that’s security 
that’s worth the weight. 



1. We really put Mickey Thompson’s 
claim that the new T4 rubber com- 
pound is more chip and cut resistant 
to the test. Despite thousands of 
street miles and many hard, rocky 
trail trips, the tires still look fresh 
and new. 

S. In addition to a fun trail machine, 
our Wrangler test vehicle is a 
workhorse that’s often put to use 
helping a buddy brush-bust trails on 
his property. The strong three-ply 
sidewalls have shrugged off tree limb 
and root jabs that would have killed 
lesser tires. 


mpunmunmm 


Tire: Mickey Thompson Baja ATZP3 

Size:31xl0.50R15LT 

Type: Radial 

Load range: C 

Max load (lbs): 2,270 

Sidewall construction: Three-ply 

polyester 

Tread construction: Three-ply 
polyester, two-ply steel, one-ply nylon 

Approved rim width (in): 7-9 
Tread depth (in): 

Tread width (in): 8.4 
Section width (in): 11.3 
Overall diameter (in): 30.8 
Maximum psi: 50 
Weight (lbs): 45 


3. Our poser shot notwithstanding, 
hardpack dirt and rock is really where 
the Mickey Thompson ATZPSs shine. 
The carcass has great flexibility and 
strength, and the lugs grip like little 
fingers on every crevice. Hllf 


iUUHUfcr 

Discount Tire 

866/895-8031, discounttire.com 


Mickey Thompson 

330/928-9092, mickeythompsontires.com 
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Falken throws its hat in the mud-wrestling ring with a 
brand-new mud-terrain 


By Ben Battles editorilfourwheeler.com Photography: Ben Battles 



OU KNOW THAT FEELING YOU 

get when something re- 
ally outstanding happens 
in your life? You know 
what we’re talking about: things 
like a past-due promotion, inher- 
iting your grandfather’s cool old 
truck, or being witness to your 
newborn child coming into the 
world? OK, well, we might be 
overstating this a tad, but that’s 


kind of the same type of “happy” 
we get when a manufacturer 
gives birth to a new mud-terrain 
tire. Maybe it’s the possibility that 
these new sneakers will be the 
end-all, no-compromise answer 
to our off-road-rubber needs, or 
maybe it’s that we just don’t care. 
It’s another mud-terrain option to 
choose from, and that’s never a 
bad thing. 


As a direct result of our mag- 
netized draw to the backcountry, 
we just happen to be addicted to 
mud tires, and soon after writing 
this, we’ll all have a brand-new 
and highly legitimate option 
to feed the addiction with: the 
WildPeak M/T from Falken. A 
few years back, Falken garnered 
some serious street-cred among 
off-road enthusiasts with its popu- 


lar off-highway-performance- 
oriented WildPeak A/T tire. This 
tire touted better-than-average 
offroad traction among its all- 
terrain peers and matched it with 
an equal amount of positive on- 
road attributes. Where the rubber 
met the road (and trail), this tire 
lived up to its claims, and Falken 
hit the all-terrain scene rolling 
strong. With a win under its belt. 
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Falken set course to create a 
more-serious offroad tire — one 
that’s not afraid to mix it up in the 
slop, instead of just dip its toes in 
and then skirt around it. Mud has 
always been an all-terrain’s kryp- 
tonite, and in an effort to effec- 
tively address the glaring omis- 
sion in their lineup, Falken gave 
birth to the prototype mud-terrain 
tire seen here. Falken is currently 
in the process of final refinements 
for the production versions, which 
should be available soon. 

As soon as we got word of 
the new Falken M/Ts, we were 
chomping at the bit to get our 
hands on a set of the available 
37xl2.50R17 competition proto- 
types floating around. Being short 
a full-on race rig, we mounted 
them up on our buddy’s second- 
generation Ram for testing, figur- 
ing that if they’d survive a thrash- 
ing on this heavy truck powered 
by a warmed-over Cummins 6BT 
diesel, they’d stand a pretty good 
chance of living a healthy life on 
anything less substantial. With 
a D-load rating of 3,525 pounds 
and a stout three-ply sidewall, 
as far as specifications were 
concerned, they were a good all- 
around match for our %-ton truck. 
Falken employs what looks like 
a fairly basic tread-block design 
on this new M/T, with stepped, 
L-shaped lugs running down the 
center and angled and staggered 
blocks on the edges, all siped for 
better ice and rock/hard-packed 
traction. No gimmicky-looking, 
superfluous tread patterns here. 
Atop and in-between the outer 
tread you find grooves and raised- 

fourwheeler.com 



1. When testing off-road tires, some- 
times it can be tough to get a handle 
on a particular tire’s capabilities com- 
pared to others, but with time logged 
on other brands of mud-terrains 
mounted on this same truck, we had 
a couple of good baseline compari- 
sons to work with. When mud was on 
the menu, the tires depended heavily 
on velocity to clean out the voids, but 
once spinning, they always seemed to 
get the job done. 

S. Bite in loose stuff was excellent. 
The WildPeak M/Ts had a knack 
for harnessing the torque of the 
Cummins diesel and turning it into 
traction on loose soil and sand. 
Hard-packed dirt also served up good 
results, with predictable slide and 
braking characteristics. 

3. Given the truck’s weight and 
insane torque levels, we aired down 


on the side of caution and didn’t dip 
below 25 psi off-road. We would’ve 
liked to see how the tread would 
conform with 10 to 15 psi less when 
mounted on a lighter-weight rig, but 
even at this relatively high pressure, 
the Falkens performed well on this 
super-loose and rocky hillclimb, 
propelling us as far up the trail as we 
could physically stuff the big Ram. 

4. It’s tough for us not to get excited 
when a new mud-terrain tire hits the 
market, especially when it’s on the 
heels of a successful all-terrain tread 
from the same company. While the 
WildPeak M/T’s tread layout looks 
fairly basic by today’s standards, 
sometimes simplicity can be the best 
approach. In this case, logical tread 
shapes and substantial sidewall tread 
proved a recipe for success. Although 
these are prototypes, standard-pro- 
duction versions are reported to look 
extremely similar. 
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ribs, respectively, that both work 
toward the goal of releasing suc- 
tion when mud tries to occupy the 
voids. These tread blocks extend 
down approximately a third of 
the sidewall and turn into some of 
the more useful looking sidewall 
tread we’ve seen in a while. The 
tread blocks on the production 
version are reported to look virtu- 
ally the same, with very slight 
design changes. 

Our initial impressions of 
the WildPeaks came while roll- 
ing down the road after being 
mounted. Qualities that brought 
themselves to light immediately 
were no “lug slap,” no vibration, 
no squirmy sensation when saw- 
ing the steering wheel back and 
forth, and no real tire-noise to 
speak of (regardless of speed). 
For a high-void tread layout, 
these things are quiet — really 
quiet. With what have proven 
outstanding road manners, we 
wouldn’t hesitate to recommend 
these for the daily commute. In 
lieu of standard, rim-mounted 
balancing weights, we used 
10-ounces of “previously-tum- 
bled” balancing beads in each 
tire to help them roll smooth and 
vibe free. They did the trick, but 
we can’t help but think this had 
more to do with the mold-quality 
of the Falken’s carcass than 
the balancing beads bouncing 
around inside them. 

So if they’re good on-road, 
they must be fairly unimpres- 
sive off-road, right? No! Hon- 
estly, there are few tires that can 
combine high levels of on-road 


civility with aggressive off-road 
performance, but the WildPeak 
M/T’s can be counted among 
them. Off-road testing was car- 
ried out over a three-month 
stretch, over multiple outings 
and on top of about every ground 
condition you could hope to 
encounter in the Northeast. True 
to their classification, these tires 
didn’t disappoint in the slop. We 
ran the Falkens through sticky, 
clay-filled mud and soft-bottomed 
water holes, and so long as you 
kept the throttle set on “kill,” the 
tread voids cleaned themselves 
out well. While not in the same 
goo-slinging class as a Super 
Swamper Bogger, we’d rank the 
Falken’s mud-performance right 
up there with other top, “road- 
friendly” radial mud tires. 

On hard-packed surfaces, the 
WildPeak M/T’s were planted 
and predictable, and the tread 
compound gripped pretty well to 
rocks, roots, downed trees, and 
the like. Due to the weight of 
the truck and the non-beadlock 
wheels, we stayed pretty conser- 
vative with air pressure off-road. 
Aired down further, we can see 
the Falkens flexing and conform- 
ing quite well to whatever they 
rolled over. So far, we haven’t 
noticed any substantial chunking 
of the tread. 

Our last outing with the 
Falkens before writing this 
involved 10-12 inches of fresh 
heavy and wet snow sitting on 
a frozen base — a prime sce- 
nario for copious amounts of 
wheelspin and painfully slow 


forward progress. Against 
odds, the Falken M/Ts really 
shined in these conditions and 
seemed to find traction where 
we didn’t think they stood a 
chance. While we’re on the 
topic of white stuff — If there 
was ever a good test for a tire’s 
lateral traction, its sidehilling 
in the snow. With a big truck 
running on tightly wooded and 
snow-covered Northeast trails, 
you have yourself a surefire 
recipe for sheetmetal damage in 
off-camber situations. But, so 
long as we applied smooth and 
steady throttle to avoid tire spin, 
the hook- shaped tread blocks 
did their job and kept the truck 
tracking straight and outside 
of the tree line. Where ground 
conditions were more ice than 
snow, the Falkens had a difficult 
time grabbing traction, but this 
is typical with any mud-terrain 
tire, especially with a high- 
torque diesel spinning them. 

To sum it up, the new Falken 
M/T definitely passes muster on 
both street and trail and gives its 
established mud-terrain competi- 
tors a new reason to worry. Using 
similar tires with a similar mis- 
sion as a comparison, we found 
that they rolled down the road 
better than most and paralleled 
the offroad-traction levels of 
some of the best tires out there. 
Long-term durability and tread 
wear have yet to be determined, 
but if the production versions 
measure up to the prototypes 
everywhere else, we see good 
things in Falken’s future. FMt 


5. If every now and then you don’t 
get out and enjoy what winter forces 
upon you, you might find yourself 
with a touch of cabin fever. To avoid 
starring at the dog like he’s food, 
we took a day to get out and romp 
around in the snow with our buddy’s 
Ram. What we found is that the 
Falken M/Ts are excellent performers 
in the snow, with great traction- 
finding and side-hilling capabilities 
in wet and heavy snow. On glare-ice 
they’re probably not the best option, 
but then again, no mud tire is. 

6. Pavement performance — whether 
dry or wet — was as good as we’ve 
seen in a mud terrain. With a little 
over 5,000 miles on them to-date, 
we’ve worn about an Vs inch of tread 
from the rears and maybe half that 
up front. Not outstanding, but not 
terrible either, especially considering 
that this is a competition-spec proto- 
type. Additionally, the contact patch 
is as even as the day we slapped ’em 
on. With a revised rubber-compound 
slated for the production version, 
we’re holding high hopes that the 
Falken’s wear characteristics will 
match the rest of its attributes. 


Tire: Falken WildPeak M/T 

Size: 37xl2.50R17 

Type: Radial 

Load range: D 

Max load (lbs): 3,525 

Sidewall construction: Three-ply 

polyester 

Tread construction: Three-ply polyes- 
ter, two-ply steel 
Approved rim width (in): 8-10 
Tread depth (in): 0.475 
Tread width (in): 10 
Section width (in): 12 
Overall diameter (in): 36 
Maximum psi: N/A 
Weight (lbs): N/A 


SOURCE 

Falken Tire 

800/723-2553, falkentire.com 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 



I LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ■ 

800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club | 

membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool 

■ storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), | 

Predator Gas Power Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on I 

prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. 

I Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. I 

I lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli I 



ITEM 47770 
61313/62570 

Item 

47770 

shown 


WITH ANY PURCHASE ■ 



I 


PITTSBURGH 

6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 
SET 


$499 

VALUE 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our I 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping ■ 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon - 
must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one FREE GIF coupon per customer per day. | 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll I 

S-1 



SAVE 

70 % 


11 ® 


III 




1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 
HEAT GUN 
(57271112") 

drilfmaster* 

0 96289 LOT NO. 

ihown 96289/62340 
62546 


REG. 

PRICE 

$29.99 



LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


2.5 HP. 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 
CENTRALPNEUMATIG 


Item 67847 
shown 


$14999 


REG. 

PRICE 

$219.99 


LOT NO. 
67847 
61454 
61693 


III 







US^GENERALB 


LOT NO. 
95272 
69397 
61427 


REG. PRICE $3®i89 

MBimmiliF"*"* 


( 5-1 ifl astits 

I iiuiiT R - Onod at our 3 Q 






704 lb. 

Capacity 


27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

LOT NO. 67227 
69567/60566/62532 

SAVE 
62 % 


Item 


67227 


shown 


Requires three 
AAA batteries 
(included). 


REG. PRICE 

a ^1223 03 7- $7.99 

W LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last, 
■transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


4 PIECE 1"x 15 FT. 
RATCHETING TIE DOWNS 

Haial ^iviaster . 


LOT NO. 90984 
60405/61524/62322 


sm 

60 % 


Item 90984 
shown 


REG. PRICE $19.99 


^APID PUMP® 

3 TON LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 


Weighs 77 lbs. 


$7999 


Item 61 253 shown 


REG. 

PRICE 

$169.99 


LOT NO. 68049 
62326/60688 
61253/61282 




LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


'Great Press for an Incredible Price!" 

- AnidriCSn Iron Magazine 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


20 TON SHOP PRESS 

• Pairof Arbor Plates included 

Item 60603 shown 

^MACHINERY 

LOT NO. 32879/60603 

REG. 
PRICE 
$299.99 


» 154 « 


LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
I Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

WlECE VEHICLE WHEEL DOLLiES 






3407- 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


1500 Lb. 

Capacity 


o 




V 


LOT NO. 
67338 
60343 


Item 67338 
shown 


MBIIIlIJiWiP™''** 



stores”. SamorFreigmooro or b, calling ™,SeS7K™Wilet^^ 





ADJUSTABLE SHADE 
AUTO-DARKENING 
WELDING HELMET 
aWELDING 




Accuracy 
within ±4% 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiHHi 


TORQUE, 
. WRENCHES ; 

PITTSBURGHER '. 

1/4" DRIVE I 

lot no. 2696/61277 ; 

3/8" DRIVE ; 

lot no. 807/61276 , 

1/2" DRIVE 1 

lot no. 

239/62431 



4000 PEAK/ 


SAYE lot no. 

55 % 46092/61611 


^ „ RREOATOR 

SUP^f^ GENERATORS ^ WW I kmV 

am^ 3200 RUNNING WATTS 

6.5HPJ212CCJ 
70dB Gators 

LOT NO. 69676/69729 


Nre GAS GEN 


$3599 


REG. 

PRICE 

$79.99 



I LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Otter good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


3-92S'7--| 50 


LOT NO. 69675/69728 
CALIFORNIA ONLY 

Item 69676 shown 

^ 266 ^ 

REG. PRICE $499.99 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 











T^iiiii 7 fl 4" ic 9 FI 6" 

ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 
RESISTANT TARP 

LOT NO. 877/69137 
69249/69129/69121/69115 

Item 877 shown 



170 AMP 
MIG/FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 


WE CARRY A 
FULL LINE OF 
WELDING WIRE AND 
ELECTRODES 


REG. PRICE $19.99 

a-| 3-1 6523 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


* 164 “. 


^SWELDING 


REG. 

PRICE 

$299.99 



LOT NO. Item 
68885 68885 
61888 shown 


^ 66 % 



a-| 322345 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per^s^mer^er day. 

CHICAGO© ELECjmC 

lot no. 69684/61776/61969/61^ 

Item 69684 shown 

REG>®eE 



a-| 33423-1 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


9DDD LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE 

LOT NO. 68143/61346 
61325/62278 



CENTRALPNEUMATIG 




Item 

68143 

shown 


$25099 



REG. PRICE 

5-1293953 $499.99 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


20 OZ. GRAVITY FEED 
SPRAY GUN 

SAVE 
66 % 


LOT NO. 47016 
67181/62300 









4" HEAVY DUTY 
ANGLE GRINDER 


CHICAGOS ELECTRIC 

POWER TOOLS 


LOT NO. 
91222 
60373 

Item 91 222 shown 




2"x20 FT. TOW STRAP 

. _ Haiil ^iviasteg , 


28001b. 
Working Load 

LOT NO. 36612 
60675/61943 


SAVS 

50% 



Item 47016 
shown 


51 30430-1 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

Item 61 229 junker Hill Security® 
shown 


^ $299^1 


REG. 

PRICE 

$19.99 


SAVE 

50 % 


3-1 32341-7- 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
' Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

1 TON capacity 
FOLDABLE 
SHOP CRANE 

PITTSBURGH^BS 

LOT NO. 69445 
69512/61858/93840 

Item 6951 2 shown 



REG. PRICE 

3-1325423 $29.99 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

^"fENTRALPNEUMATIG 
40 LB. CAPACITY 
FLOOR BLAST 
CABINET 

LOT NO. 68893 
62144/93608 



llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 




REG. PRICE 

3-1 33521 5 $249.99 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
I or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



3 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED 
HIGH SPEED STEEL 
STEP DRILLS 


$17099 

REG. PRICE $299.99 


S-| 31 257'S 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

iswmsolAR 

^ PANEL KIT 

LOT NO. 
68751 
62443 



5-|29057'0 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



US^GENERAli] 

26", 16 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 



LOT NO. 91616 
69087/60379 


REG. 
PRICE 

31 31 71 SI m $19.99 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer£er_ ' 


1060 lb. Capacity 
14,600 cu. in. 


Item 

67831 

shown 


* 319 “ 


REG. 

PRICE 

$649.99 



retractable air H(gE REEL 
WITH 3/8 X 50 FT. HOSE 


Item 93897 
shown 


$139®®! 

REG. PRICE $299.99 


MAGNUM 

3-1300313 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



3-1 329313 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
" i-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





12 VOLT, 250 PSI 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

PITTSBURGHB^m 

LOT NO. 
4077/61740 


60% 


Item 4077 
shown 


$599 




1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


No Hassle Return Policy 
Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Toms 


.a.P»cE»4.,, 

I LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
C or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
' Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 7/13/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


550 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 
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What to look for 
when buying beadlocks 

By John Cappa edltorilfourwheeler.com Photography: John Cappa 


NSTALLING YOUR FIRST SET OF BEAOLOCKS CAN BE A TOTAL GAME CHANGER 

off-road if you have figured out how to properly manipulate your 
tire pressure. If you are a careful driver, you can get down to 
about 12-15 psi in your tires without running a beadlock wheel. 
Heavier % and 1-ton-rated vehicles might need a bit more air pressure 
to support the increased weight. However, to truly get the full traction 
and performance potential from your 4x4, most tires can be aired down 


to between 1 and 10 psi, depending on vehicle weight, tire size and 
design, terrain, wheel width, and so on. The only way to be able to suc- 
cessfully utilize these single digit pressures off-road without unseating 
tire beads regularly is with a set of beadlock wheels. There are several 
different beadlock designs available, and each design has its pros and 
cons. What works for you will depend on your budget, your vehicle, 
your intended use, and personal preference. 
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ORDER THE DVD TODAY! 

800 / 213:566 

vu 
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, O Director's cut feature-length 
double-DVD collector's set 

0^0 155-minute running time 

^ O Exclusive in-depth c 

competitors, action, and trucks 
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BEADLOCK INPUT 


Outer Clamp-On 

Currently, this the most common type of 
beadlock wheel available in the aftermarket. Com- 
panies such as ATX, Champion, Eaton, OMF, and 
TrailReady offer clamp-on style deadlocks. The 
clamp-on style beadlock wheel is made up of two 
main components: the wheel structure, including 
a welded-on or cast-in surface with threaded 
holes, and the beadlock clamping ring itself. The 
ring is typically held on with Yk or %-inch Grade-8 
hardware. We’ve seen beadlock wheels with as 
many as 40 clamping bolts to as few as 18 bolts. 
Some beadlock companies such as Champion 
and OMF can install deadlocks on your existing 
aluminum wheels. This offers a potential cost 
savings over buying entirely new wheels with 
deadlocks. Other companies such as Ballistic 
Fabrication offer kits that allow you to weld the 
beadlock mounting rings to your steel wheels. 

Look for clamp-on deadlocks with at least 
24 clamping bolts. Beadlock wheels with fewer 
bolts are generally light-duty and reserved for the 
roundy-round dirt track crowd. More bolts are, of 
course, better, but tightening 40 bolts per wheel 
can be quite a laborious task. Wheels with at least 
24 bolts hold up well to regular off-road abuse. 
Also, more bolts may not really be necessary, 
especially if the bolt heads are submerged and 
protected from impact with trail hazards. 

Other features we look for in a clamp-on-style 
beadlock include a stepped tire mounting surface 
on the wheel. This design centers the tire better 
than other designs that depend on the bolts or 
a stepped clamping ring alone to center the tire. 

A stepped wheel also allows the tire to place the 
weight of the vehicle on the main structure of the 
wheel instead of side loading the bolts. 

The tire-mounting surfaces of clamp-on 
beadlocks are often knurled or have a grooved 
machined surface. This is done to keep the tire 
from spinning on the wheel and to keep the tire 
bead from pulling out of the clamped beadlock. 
We’ve seen an 18-bolt beadlock with a thin steel 
clamping ring let the tire pop out before. It was 
slick from powdercoating and didn’t have enough 
bolts or material to keep the tire in check. Thicker 
clamping rings are generally better for off-road 



C We prefer clamp-on 
beadlock wheels that 
have a step built into 
the wheel. This centers 
and supports the tire 
and vehicle weight bet- 
ter than a flat mounting 
surface that relies on 
the bolts for centering. 


O Other good features 
to look for on clamp-on 
beadlocks are flush 
mounted bolts and 
knurled or machined 
bead clamping surfaces. 
A machined bead sur- 
face like this helps en- 
sure that the tire won’t 
slip out of place. 



n These weld-on steel rings from Ballistic Fabrica- 
tion help any competent welder easily and inex- 
pensively convert steel wheels to beadlocks. The 
weld-on rings are not stepped so the tires center 
on the bolts. 

use because they make contact with rocks and 
other trail obstacles. If you frequent the rocks, you 
can consider the bolts and rings a wearable item. 
When they start looking really banged up, they 
should be replaced. 

In extreme cases, some users will install a 
clamp-on beadlock to both the inner and outer 
wheel beads. It can cause clearance issues 
around brakes, and in most cases, it’s just not 
needed on a recreational 4x4. 



Pros: 

O Relatively easy to mount and dismount 
tires in your own garage 
S Some can be added to your current wheels 

Cons: 

O Generally are not DOT compliant (i.e. not 
street legal) 

S Flardware can loosen if wheels are banged 
around in the rocks regularly 



Double Inner Beadlock 

Double inner beadlocks, such as those from Flutchinson and Rock 
Monster, are designed to hold both the inner and outer bead in place, 
no matter what happens to the tire, even if it gets shredded. Double 
beadlocks are commonly found in on- and off-road race, industrial, and 
military applications where the driver doesn’t have the luxury of being 
able to get out and install the spare tire. They are often combined with a 
runflat system, although most recreational double beadlocks don’t have 
this feature. The double beadlock usually consists of a plastic, rubber, or 
aluminum donut that sits inside of a multi-piece wheel. When the wheel 

is bolted together, the internal 

C These Hutchinson 5-ton military 
internal double beadlocks are two-piece 
wheels that bolt together and sandwich 
a rubber donut between the tire beads. 

This design keeps the tire beads at- 
tached to the wheel regardless of the 
tire’s air pressure. Recreational internal 
double beadlocks are very similar. 


donut supports the tire beads 
against the edges of the bead 
surface. Double beadlock 
wheels are often substantially 
heavier than conventional 
wheels because there are 
more pieces. While it is pos- 
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discounttireclirect.com 


YOUirJOURNEY STARTS HERE 


FREE SAME-DAY SHiPPING! 


Some restrictions apply. 



Bully Pro 
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Tracker Pro 



STARTS AT 

$169 

•15” -17” sizes 

• Bolt-on scratch guard ring 

• Dual valve stems 

to aid in deflation and 
reinflation when off-reading. 



We have shocks, lift and leveling kits, and accessories! 



FACTOR 55 
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BEADLOCK INPUT 


sible to dismount and mount tires on a double 
beadlock in your own garage, many require seal- 
ant or large 0-rings that can become damaged 
during assembly or disassembly. 

Another type of double beadlock is the Staun 
II Pneumatic Dual Beadlock from Coyote Enter- 
prises. It’s an internal double beadlock available 
for most 15, 16, and 17-inch conventional wheels. 
It’s basically a tire within the tire. The Staun II 
system is made up of an air bladder (inner tube) 
and fabric case (inner tire). The assembly acts 
as a second air chamber. The Staun II beadlocks 
have many advantages over other beadlocks in- 
cluding light weight, improved tire strength at the 
tread and sidewall, and the ability to use them as 
a runflat, among other things. However, the Staun 
II internal beadlocks can make it more difficult to 
mount and dismount tires. They also require that 
you drill a second valve stem hole in your wheels. 


Pros: 

O Keeps inner and outer bead seated no 
matter what 

3 Most are DOT compliant (i.e. street legal) 

Cons: 

O Can be difficult to assemble and disassemble 
0 Some are substantially heavier than con- 
ventional wheels 



C The civilian Rock Monster aluminum 
internal double beadlocks are quite a bit 
lighter than their steel military counter- 
parts. However, because of the multi- 
piece design, they are generally quite a 
bit heavier than a traditional wheel. The 
protruding hardware holding the wheel 
together is extremely tough, but it can be 
damaged in abusive conditions. 


0 This Staun air blad- 
der and fabric case act 
as a double beadlock 
inside the wheel. 

They are lighter than 
any other beadlock 
design, can be added 
to your wheels, and 
are completely street 
legal. They have many 
advantages but can be 
more difficult to install 
and uninstall than other 
beadlock designs. 


ware is hidden and well protected from trail debris 
inside the wheel. There are a few optional bolt-on 
outer rings that make the wheels more versatile, 
depending on your application. 


Pros: 


O DOT compliant (i.e. street legal) 
3 Mostly hidden hardware 


Cons: 


3 Can be difficult to mount and dismount tires 
3 Heavy 


SOURCES 


ATX Wheels 

atxwheels.com 


B.A.D. Wheels 

864/491-0438, badwheelsinc.com 


Ballistic Fabrication 

520/888-4441, ballisticfabrication.com 


Champion Beadlock 

951/471-2183, cwibeadlock.com 


Coyote Enterprises 

949/645-7733, coyoteents.com 


Eaton Wheel 

800/847-3287, ntwonline.com 


Single Inner Clamp 

The B.A.D. Wheels Ekiipse 17 doesn’t really fit 
into the other beadlock categories. It’s essentially 
a single inner beadlock. The design makes it DOT 
compliant so the wheels are street legal. Three 
cast aluminum elements are bolted inside the 
wheel and clamp the outer tire bead to the bead 
surface, keeping it from popping off of its seat. 
The B.A.D. wheels weigh more than a conven- 
tional wheel, but they also have a very high weight 
rating, making them a good choice for heavier 
fullsize 4x4s. The design can make it difficult to 
mount and dismount tires, but much of the hard- 



GThe B.A.D. Wheels 
Ekiipse 17 works just like 
an ordinary wheel. The 
exception is the three 
cast-aluminum elements 
that are bolted to the in- 
side of the wheel, which 
clamp the tire in place. 
All of the beadlock hard- 
ware is protected within 
the wheel and tire. 


C No matter 
which clamp-on 
beadlock you 
choose, always 
use plenty of 
anti-seize on the 
beadlock bolt 
threads. This 
will make tak- 
ing the wheels 
apart later a lot 
easier. FVir 


Hutchinson Wheels 

609/394-1010, hutchinsoninc.com 


OMF Performance Products 

951/354-8272, omfperformance.com 


Rock Monster Wheels 

609/394-1010, rockmonsterwheels.com 


TrailReady Products 

425/353-6776, trbeadlocks.com 
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Here at Blue Torch Fabworks, we design and build a lot 
of custom one off suspensions. But when we use a bolt 
on application, my choice is always BDS Suspension, for 
the quality of their products and unmatched warranty. 

- Jason earner. Owner, Blue Torch Fabworks 


PROTECTION 






L j “ I 

m'. 





r tr ; 




























YourTruck& Jeep Accessory Superstore 
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JVm Perfarmetl by ASE Certmeb Technicians 
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ALIGNMENTS 

*Pliio nartc; /’AyA x/ohinloc fftl n mm 


*Plus parts (4x4 vehicles $10 more) 


SUSPENSION 2015 APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE! 


2011-15 6" SD F-250/350 

(Gas or Diesel) Stage I & Stage II systems available Shock 
Option - Fox Reservoirs, Fox Non-Reservoirs, MX-6R 
Reservoir, MX6 Adjustable, & ES9000. Clears 37” Tires 


FORD 




F250 

11-15 

4WD 

8" 

F250 

11-15 

4WD 

6" 

F250/F350 

08-10 

4WD 

2” 

F250/F350 

08-10 

4WD 

6” 

F250/F350 

08-10 

4WD 

6” 

F250/F350 

05-07 

4WD 

8” 

F250/F350 

05-07 

4WD 

6” 

F250/F350 

05-07 

4WD 

2” 

F250/F350 

99-04 

4WD 

6.5" 

F250/F350 

99-04 

4WD 

4” 

FI 50 

09-14 

4WD 

6" 

FI 50 

JEEP 

04-08 

4WD 

6" 


Stage I Kit w/ ES : 
Stage I Kit w/ ES : 
Spacer Kit w/ ES 
Stage I Kit w/ ES : 
Stage II Kit w/ ES 
Stage I Kit w/ ES : 
Stage I Kit w/ ES : 
Spacer Kit w/ ES 
Kit w/ ES Shocks 
Kit w/ ES Shocks 
Stage I Kit w/ ES : 
Stage I Kit w/ ES : 





i0!f' 


$1336.99 
$1124.99 
$562.99 
$1124.99 
$1686.99 
$1208.99 
$1057.99 
$544.99 
$1 237.99 
$947.99 
$1782.99 
$1782.99 


11-15 GM 2500HD 6” LIFT KIT 

•No drilling or Welding •No Cutting of Differential 
•Clears 35” Tall Tires 

•Factory 20” Wheels Can be Re-Used 

EXPK1085B $1807.99 Available Now! 

2011-15 GM 2500HD Level Lift 

EXP631 61 $1 79.99 Available Now! 


3.5 Inch JK Lift Kit 

07-1 5 JK 4-Door 3.5” Lift EXPK3100B 

Long Arm Kits 

07-15* JK 6"w/shocks EXPK3098B 
97-06 TJ 4"w/shocks EXPK3088B 
*2009-2010 Call for availability 


$711.! 


From $3558 
From $2991 


ENTRY LEVEL/BUDGET KITS 

07-15 JK 1.75 & 2.5" EXPPLJ09137 

97-06 TJ 1.5,1.75,2" 

84-01 XJ/ZJ 1 .75" 

LEAF SPRING KITS 

53-86 CJ 4" w/shocks 

53-86 CJ 2.5" w/shocks 

SHORT ARM/STANDARD KITS 

07-15 JK 4" w/shocks EXPK3089B 

97-06 TJ 4" w/shocks EXPK3076B 

84-01 XJ/ZJ 4" w/shocks EXPK3059B 



EXPK3064 

EXPK3063 


From $154.99 
From $40.99 
From $40.99 

From $791 .99 
From $558.99 

From $661 .99 
From $872.99 
From $795.99 


1500 

1500 Pickup 
2500 Pickup 
3500 Pickup 
Tahoe/Yukon 

DODGE 

3500 

2500 

3500 

1500 

1500 

1500 

TOYOTA 


fr2014 

4WD 

6” 

Knuckle Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1154B 


07-13 

2/4WD 

6” 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1143B 

$1682.99 

99-07 

4WD 

6" 

Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1057B 

$1662.99 

11-15 

2/4WD 

6” 

Knuckie Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1085B 

$1807.99 

11-15 

2/4WD 

6” 

Knuckie Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1087B 

$1954.99 

2015 

RAM 

2/4WD 

6” 

Stage i Kit w/ ES Shocks 

EXPK1160B 

$1904.99 

13-14 

4WD 

6” 

Stage II w/ES 

EXPK2088B 

$1571.99 

09-13 

4WD 

6" 

System w/ ES 

EXPK2081B 

$1233.99 

09-12 

4WD 

6" 

System w/ ES 

EXPK2081B 

$1233.99 

2015 

4WD 

6" 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK2101B 

$1868.99 

12-14 

4WD 

6" 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK2082B 

$1848.99 

09-11 

4WD 

6" 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK2075B 

$1848.99 


Wetastall 

Everything We Sell 


Tundra 

07-15 

2/4WD 

7” 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK5085B 

$1828.99 

Tundra 

07-14 

2/4WD 

6” 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK5069B 

$1874.99 

Tundra 

07-14 

2/4WD 

4” 

BMm 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK5079B 

$1727.99 

Tacoma w/VSC 

05-13 

2/4WD 

6” 

Stage 1 Kit w/ ES 

EXPK5073B 

$1608.99 


* Additional Products and Applications Available. 
Call or See Website for Current Pricing and Specials. 


Ask About Rancho’s Offer Ends 
Magic 6 Promotion. June so, 201 5 


Ford 




FI 50 

10-14 

4" RANRS6519B 

$1650.90 

FI 50 

2014 

6" RANRS886519 

$166.99 

F-250/350 SD 

08-09 

4” RANRS6514B 

$1151.97 

F-250/350 SD 

05-07 

2.5” RANRS6510B 

$550.99 

F-350 SD 4WD 

11-12 

4" RANRS6524B 

$900.98 

F-350 SD 4WD 

11-12 

2.5" RANRS6525B 

$599.99 

Chevy/GM 

Tah/Yuk/YukXL 

07-12 

4" RANRS6582B 

$2101.96 

Silv. 1500 

2014 

6" RANRS66301B $1752.95 

Silv. 1500 

07-13 

4" RANRS6583B 

$1701.96 

Silv. 2500HD 

11-13 

4" RANRS6554B 

$2250.96 

Silv. 2500HD 

01-10 

4" RANRS6548B 

$1701.97 



Kits also available for Dodge & Nissan. 

Call or See Website for Additional Applications & Pricing! 

Long Arm/Rock Crawler Competition Kits 

07-14 JK 4" Long Arm no Exhaust RANRS66105 $2361.97 
97-06 TJ 3.5" Comp. Series RANRS6504 $1200.98 

Short Arm/Standard Rock Crawler Kits 

07-14 JK 4" 

Short Arm & Sport Kit RANRS661 04 From $1 860.97 

Entry Level/Budget Kits 

07-1 4 JK 4-Dr. 2" Sport System RANRS661 09BR5 $349.99 


AVAIIABLENOW! 
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07-15 JK - Super-Flex Short Arm 

Adjustable upper & fixed lower control arms withSuper-Flex spherical ball joints. 
07-15JK2DR 3.5" RE7123 $1649.99 

07-15JK2DR 4.5" RE7124 $1899.99 

07-15JK4DR 3.5" RE7143 $1649.99 

07-15JK4DR 4.5" RE7144 $1899.99 

07-15 JK - Standard System 
Low cost 3.5” suspension system for the Wrangler JK. 

07-15JK2DR 3.5" RE7122 $579.99 

07-15JK4DR 3.5" RE7142 $579.99 

07-15 JK Wrangler - 2” economy kit: 

Perfect for leveling out your Jeep with 2” of lift at a rock bottom price. 
07-15JK2&4DR 2.5" Kit w/Twin Tube Shocks RE7133T $459.99 

07-15JK2&4DR 2.5" Kit w/Mono Tube Shocks RE7133M $589.99 

07-15JK2&4DR 2.5" Kit w/Shock Extension RE7133E $349.99 


Rubicon Extreme Duty 
Long Arm System 

Long travel chromoly radius and control arms provide superior 
on-road and unrivaled off-road performance. 


3.5" 

4.5" 

3.5" 

4.5" 


07-15 JK2DR 
07-15 JK2DR 
07-15 JK4DR 
07-15 JK4DR 

Economy Kits 

TJ 97-06 2" 

XJ 84-01 2" 

Super Fiex 

TJ 97-06 3.5", 4.5" 
XJ 84-01 3.5", 4.5" 

Long Arm Kits 

TJ 97-06 3.5", 4.5" 
XJ 84-01 5.5" 

Leaf Springs Kits 

YJ 87-95 2.5"-4.5" 
CJ 76-85 4.5” 


5.5” 

&5.5" 


RE7353 

RE7354 

RE7363 

RE7364 

RE7030 

RE7030RXJ 

RE7003 

RE6010 

RE7203 

RE6300 

RE5505 

RE5525 


$2999.99 

$3299.99 

$2999.99 

$3299.99 

From $239.99 
From $409.99 

From $919.99 
From $577.99 

From $2789.99 
From $2049.99 

From $779.99 
From $1289.99 



Ford 

11-14 

11-12 

05-07 

09-14 

04-08 

04- 08 
08-10 

05- 07 
05-07 
99-04 
99-04 


F250 SD 
F250 SD 
F250 SD 
FI 50 
FI 50 
FI 50 
F250/F350 6" 
F250/F350 4" 
F250/F350 6" 
F250/F350 6" 
F250/F350 8" 


4” 

6” 

8.5” 

4"-6' 

3" 

6 " 


SKYF11401K 

SKYF11601K 

SKYF5852A 

SKYF4621K 

SKYF432STK 

SKYF4601K-NSP 

SKYF8601K 

SKYF5401K 

SKYF5651K 

SKYF960MK 

SKYF9802MKS-A 


From $814.98 
From $870.98 
From $1159.99 
From $1482.99 
From $436.98 
From $1910.98 
From $974.98 
From $842.98 
From $914.98 
From $1030.99 
From $2133.99” 


Chevy/Giyi^ 

i500i^3Si2i 

Jeep 

Wrangler JK 
Wranger JK 
Wrangler JK 
Wrangler TJ 
Wrangler TJ 
Wrangler TJ 
Wrangler TJ 


All Prices don’t 
include shocks. 

01 4 6" Kit SKYC1 4660PK $1 476.97 


07-14 2.5" Kit SKYJK250BK $387.97 
07-14 4" Kit SKYJK401K $942.97 

07-14 4" Kit SKYJK401KCR $942.98 

97-06 2.5" Kit SKYTJ250K $388.97 
97-06 6"L.Arm SKYTJ60RR1K $1901.96 
03-06 4" Kit SKYTJ403K $1030.99 

97-02 4" Kit SKYTJ401K $1031.97 


Trail Master Suspension Kits 

07-1 5 JK 2.5” Lift w/Nitro Shocks TM3325-4001 3 $279.99 
07-1 5 JK 3” Lift w/Nitro Shocks TM3330-4001 3 $329.99 

97-06 TJ 4” Lift, Complete Kit TM3440-2001 3 $474.99 

87-01 XJ 3” Lift, Complete Kit TM3730-4001 3 $239.99 

87-95 YJ 4” Lift, Complete Kit TM3540-20023 $439.99 

09-14 F-150 4X4 6 ” Lift Kit T/MTM403N $1329.99 

07-13 GM 1500 4” Lift Kit T/MTM102N $569.99 


Additional Products and Applications Available. Call or See Website for Current Pricing and Specials. 





07- 14 Chevy/GMCC/K1 500 2WD/4WD 4” FABK1059 $720.99 

11-15Chevy/GMCC/K2500 2WD/4WD 4” FABK1055 $1204.99 

2014 Ford F-1 50 4WD 4” FABK2183 $1545.96 

10-13 Ford F- 150 Raptor 4WD 4” FABK2186 $1646.98 

08- 14 Ford F-250/F-350 4WD 4” FABK2160 $860.95 

09- 13 Ram 2500/3500 (Diesel) 4WD 4.5” FABK3037 $1267.94 

07-1 4 Toyota Tundra 2WD/4WD 4” FABK7028 $1169.99 
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ACTION 


=NERGV 


LEVELING KITS & SHOCKS WE ARE THE SHOCK AND SUSPENSION EXPERTS 



Poly Lift Kits 
From $40.99 LEVEL LIFT SUSPENSIONS 

I EXPPLJ091 00 $1 25.99 EXP631 60 



Metal Spacers ^ 

From $69.99 It ™ f 

SKYF51 MS Torsion Keys Poly Spacers 



Body Lifts 

From $92.99 

PER5082 


; * 

Si 





Daystar 2” Leveling Kit 

•07-15Chevy/GMC1500 
From $99.99 daykgo9139bk 



ESI 000 $32.99 ea EXP121500 


RS9000XL Shocks From $110.99 ea 

RANRS999286 



2.0 Smooth Body IFP From $129.99 ea 

F0X985-24-083 


ES3000$41.99eaEXP321500 ^SSOTO Shocks From $50.99 ea ^ 4600 SERIES (oem shocks) 

ES9000 $43.99 eaEXP921 500 ^ From^^** BIL24-1 86803 From $71.99 ea 

• RS7000MT Shocks From $79.99 ea $210.99 ea 5100 « „ 

I MX-6 $1 03.99 ea EXPMX6002 RANRS7274 RANRS99991 4 BIL24-1 91 203 From $79.99 ea 



Single Steering Stabilizer 

From $37.99 EXP 219200 


Jj— 








Pro Runner Dual 
Steering Stabilizer 

HEIGHT ADJUSTABLE FrOm $251.99 EXP222582Z 

SPRING SEAT MONOTUBE 

Specific Ride Tuning Call OT Visit OUT websIte foT Pricing & Feature Details! | 


Smittybilt 

Tonneau 

Cover 


$269.99 S/B2610021 


Fab Fours Front Truck Bumpers 

FFIDR09-H2451-B From $1820.99 






Bushwacker Flares 

From $325.99 Set of 4 b/w20501 02 



IHAWK^I^ 

EXTREME PERFORMANCE BRAKE SYSTEMS 

1 -Click^l** i 1- 
Extreme 7 

BedRug and BedTred for 
JK, TJ, U, YJ and CJ-7! 

Sector 27 Brake Kits 

CALL HAWHK4757.497F 

Truck & Tow 

Brake Kits 

From $1 55.98 PSTK1 202-36 ” 



[^1 Your Source for Truck, 
^^Jeep & SUV Accessories 


i 


sOwnit WBUvBit 


400 West Artesia Blvd., Compton, CA 90220. Bus. Hrs; M-F 5;00am-8;00pm PST, Sat 6;00am-5;00pm & Sun;7;30am-5;00pm PST. • 50+ years experience • Low price guarantee • Ships from 
8 locations nationwide (Internet Specials Apply To Internet Purchases only.)* www.4WheelParts.com (prices & promos may vary) • 60+ retail stores nationwide (prices & promos may vary) 
• We Are The Export Specialists • Not responsible for misprints or typos • Some promos are a limited time offer; Prices effective upon publication and supercede all earlier prices • Prices 
valid while supplies last • Phone; 310-900-5500 • Fax; 310-900-5555 • Export Fax; 310-605-4077 * Now hiring nationwide, apply online at; 4WheelParts.com/Careers 

* Prices subject to change without notice. See website for current pricing and speciais. * 
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Your Truck & Jeep Accessory Superstore 


^HIPPING? 


stock 

Replacement 
Air Filters 


From $46.99 k/nss 2514 



/mn 

NGINPPPPn TO OUTPPPFOPM ^ i 


ENGINEERED TO OUTPERFORM 

AEM Air Intakes 

From $251 .99 

AEM21-8314DP 


^ r.’ 

Airaid Intakes 
From $129.99 evesoo 728 



Volant Intakes 

Starting at: 
$384.99 

VOLI 76386 


Hypertech 

The World Leader In High-Perform; 




ITSX Programmer 
From $469.99 SCT401 5 


MAX 

ENERGY 2.0 
POWER 

PROGRAMMER 
HYP2100 $349.99 


SPEEDOMETER 
CALIBRATOR 
HYP732500 $229.99 



• Installation Available 

• Over 60 Stores Nationwide) 

• 6 Stores in Canada 






AIRDOG I & II FUEL 
PREPORATORS 
NOW AVAILABLE! Call for pricing. 


• Over $80 Million in Inventory) 
Distribution Centers Nationwide 
3 Ways to Shop (Onlinef Phone) livStore) 


Anatlwr KW stare now a^t. 



uttlo Rm^. ABI 


mi 


Banks Intakes 


Banks Monster Exhaust 

CALL FOR PRICING 



Exhaust systems 
FLW1 7278 $304.99 


Flowmaster 
Mufflers 

From $83.99 elw942548 



From $277.99 gbe41816 


Banks IQ Flash 

CALL FOR PRICING 




Black Seriei 

From $349.99 

MBRS6120BLK 


BullyDog 
Triple Dog Gt 
Tuner 

• Not legal for sale 
or use in CA. 

From $429.99 

B/D40417 




Power 
Programmer Trinitk 
$599.99 DIAT1000* 


Diesel & Gas 

CALL FOR 
PRICING 

Some intake systems and programmers are not legal for sale or use on any pollution oontrolled vehiole 
in California or states adopting California emission prooedures, Call for more information, 


Sunerchnni 


Superchips 
Flashp aq* 
$349.99 SCI2841 

Trail Dash 

•For 07-14 
Jeep JK 

$499.99 

SCI438753 



Aluminized 
“P” Series 

From $199.99 

MBRS6120P 


. ^ 

iGi 


Exhaust Systems 

From $308.99 dyni9402 


01 


Rock Crawler 
High-Clearance Series 
From $471.99EA M/FI 5239 




Direct Fit Catalytic 
Converters 
From $129.99 EA 

M/F23225 


Installation a^/ailable at any of our 60 stores nationwide 


DRIVETRAIN 

















215/75R15 BFG02821 $129.99 

235/75R15 BFG29274 $139.99 

31/10.50R15 BFG03119 $163.99 
33/10.50R15 BFG63540 $164.99 
33/12.50R15 BFG09681 $173.99 
35/12.50R15 BFG49774 $188.99 
215/70R16 BFG42014 $173.99 

225/70R16 BFG02204 $191.99 

235/70R16 BFG72870 $183.99 

235/85R16 BFG10416 $161.99 

245/70R16 BFG03219 $186.99 

245/75R16 BFG11379 $195.99 

255/70R16 BFG78762 $202.99 

275/70R16 BFG94223 $221.99 

305/70R16 BFG33393 $236.99 




YourTruck& Jeep Accessory Superstore 




fe Insti 

^Everything We Sell 


OVER &0Q miAKES AVAILABLE 


Black HOPE Tube ^ 

— I-* 






Most popular applications 
shown. Visit KNFILTERS.COM for 
complete application listings 


SOME INTAKE SYSTEMS ARE NOT LEGAL FOR 
SALE Ofl USE OH ANY POLLUTION CONTROLIEO 
MOTOR VEHICLE IH CALIFORNIA OR STATES 
ADOPTING OAUFQmk EMISSION f HOCEDURES. 


CHEVROLET 

YEARS 

ENGINE 

EST. 

NOTE HP GAIN 

PART# 

PRICE 

1500 

14-15 

5.3L 

2 

+ 11 hp 

K/N63-3082 

$247.99 

1500 

09-13 

4.8L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

1500 

09-13 

5.3L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

2500 HD/3500 

11-14 

6.6L DSL 

2 

+ 19hp 

K/N63-3077 

$296.99 

Tahoe 

2015 

5.3L 

2 

+ 11 hp 

K/N63-3082 

$247.99 

Tahoe 

09-14 

5.3L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

Tahoe 

09-14 

5.3L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-3070 

$305.99 

FORD 

FI 50 

11-14 

5.0L 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-2581 

$266.99 

FI 50 

11-14 

3.5L 

2 

+ 11 hp 

K/N63-2583 

$278.99 

SVT Raptor 

10-14 

6.2L 

2 

+ 20 hp 

K/N77-2579KTK 

$343.99 

F250/F350SD 

11-15 

6.7L DSL 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-2582 

$365.99 

F250/F350SD 

11-15 

6.2L 

2 

+ 14hp 

K/N77-2582KTK 

$266.99 

JEEP 

Wrangler 

12-15 

3.6L 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-1566 

$296.99 

Wrangler 

12-15 

3.6L 

2 

+ 12hp 

K/N63-1566 

$296.99 

Wrangler 

07-10 

3.8L 

1 

+ 8hp 

K/N57-1553 

$262.99 

Wrangler 

97-06 

4.0L 

1 

+ 12 hp 

K/N57-1514-1 

$243.99 

RAM 

1500 

11-14 

5.7L 

2 

+ 16hp 

K/N63-1561 

$280.99 

1500 

11-12 

4.7L 

2 

+ 9 hp 

K/N63-1529 

$316.99 

2500/3500 

13-15 

6.7L DSL 

2 

+ 15hp 

K/N63-1568 

$219.99 

2500/3500 

13-14 

5.7L 

2 

+ 16hp 

K/N63-1561 

$280.99 

2500/3500 

11-12 

6.7L DSL 

2 

+ 8 hp 

K/N63-1562 

$449.99 

TOYOTA 

Tacoma 

12-14 

4.0L 

2 

+ 9hp 

K/N63-9037 

$282.99 

Tacoma 

05-13 

2.7L 

2 

+ 7 hp 

K/N63-9026 

$314.99 

Tacoma 

05-11 

4.0L 

2 

+ 10hp 

K/N63-9025 

$266.99 

Tundra 

10-14 

4.6L 

2 

+ 14hp 

K/N63-9035 

$296.99 

Tundra 

12-14 

5.7L 

2 

+ 9 hp 

K/N63-9036 

$296.99 

Tundra 

07-11 

5.7L 

2 

+ 13 hp 

K/N63-9031-1 

$274.99 

NOTES: 

1) Street Legal in 50 States. 

2) Street Legal in most states, not legal for sale or use in California or other 

states with similar emission control regulations. 

*Estimated horsepower and torque gains based on specific or similar vehicle 

dynomometer tests. Results will vary. 







Tire Size 


Part# 


Price 


Tire Size 


Part# 


Price 


Prices subject to change without notice. See website for current pricing and speciais. 


295/75R16 

315/75R16 

37/12.50R17 

265/70R17 

285/70R17 

305/65R17 

265/65R18 

285/65R18 

305/65R18 

325/65R18 

305/55R20 

285/55R20 

325/60R20 

325/50R22 


BFG92042 

BFG03643 

BFG12411 

BFG12665 

BFG37130 

BFG00875 

BFG02625 

BFG93857 

BFG35237 

BFG05968 

BFG30836 

BFG30710 

BFG38941 

BFG35959 


$231.99 

$238.99 

$364.99 

$208.99 

$234.99 

$276.99 

$266.99 

$247.99 

$311.99 

$330.99 

$366.99 

$379.99 

$468.99 

$638.99 


Tire Size 


WBinstail 

L?p,tl’ ing ^ 


AIITminKOZ 

• 20% Tougher Sidewalls: Featuring 
race-proven CoreGard^'^ Technology 

• Longer Treadlife On and Off-Road 

• Aggressive All-Terrain Traction 


Tire Size 

Part# 

Price 

245/75R16 

BFG15477 

$165.99 

265/75R16 

BFG67179 

$176.99 

275/65R18 

BFG36457 

$222.99 

275/70R17 

BFG76597 

$188.99 

285/65R18 

BFG93857 

$247.99 

285/75R16 

BFG05855 

$197.99 

35X12.50R18 

BFG13389 

$296.99 

265/70R18 

BFG40855 

$247.99 

275/55R20 

BFG12579 

$211.99 

275/55R20 

BFG12579 

$211.99 

275/60R20 

BFG6481 1 

$236.99 


Terrain 101112 


Part# 


Tire Size 


Part# 


Price 


Price 


800-284-9426 

iiininiii.4WheelParts.Gom 








215/75R15 

235/75R15 

30/9.50R15 

31/10.50R15 

32/11.50R15 

33/12.50R15 

35/12.50R15 

235/70R16 

235/85R16 

245/75R16 

255/85R16 

265/75R16 

LT315/75R16/D 


BFG21765 

BFG85672 

BFG15976 

BFG24264 

BFG11079 

BFG45738 

BFG07737 

BFG72870 

BFG40661 

BFG13290 

BFG04222 

BFG19683 

BFG24970 


CALL 

$183.99 

$175.99 

CALL 

$203.99 

$214.99 

$216.99 

$183.99 

CALL 

$238.99 

CALL 

$226.99 

$313.99 


LTS245/70R17/E 

LTS285/70R17/D 

LT305/65R17/E 

35/1 2.50R1 7/D 

37/1 2.50R1 7/D 

LT305/60R18/E 

35/1 2.50R1 8/D 

37/1 2.50R1 8/D 

LT305/55R20/E 

LT325/60R20/D 

37/12.50R20/D 

42/14.50R20/C 

LT335/55R22/D 


BFG26841 

BFG37037 

BFG34424 

BFG38371 

BFG99782 

BFG31489 

BFG28459 

BFG97218 

BFG20881 

BFG34143 

BFG39143 

BFG96757 

BFG10687 


CALL 
$339.99 
$319.99 
$324.99 
$407.99 
$368.99 
$421 .99 
$550.99 
$531 .99 
$584.99 
$679.99 
$846.99 
$681 .99 


Your Truck & Jeep Accessory Superstore 


Full-line of tires available including: Krawler T/A KX & BAJA T/A. Caii or iog on for sizes & your iow, iow prices! 
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Everything We Sell 


6051 Chrome 


5035 Black 


5035 Predator 


20X9 $272.99 $294.99 

20X12 $360.99 

22X12 $375.99 $397.99 


51 Flat & Gloss BIk 


15x8 $55.99 17x8 $92.99 
15x10 $67.99 17x9 $98.99 
16x8 $82.99 


FR0M$999.99 
CALL FOR DETAILS 


Prices subject to change without notice. See website for current pricing and speciais. 

We also proudly offer wheels from these manufaoturers: 


HELO 


^0x13.50R1 7 T399.99 
LT295/65R18 $369.99 


LT305/70R16LRE $265.99 LT305/60R1 8 LR E $333.99 
LT31 5/70R1 6 LR E $280.99 LT305/70R1 8 LR E $364.99 
LT305/65R17LRE $294.99 LT285/55R20 LR E $339.99 
LT315/70R17LRD $322.99 LT305/55R20 LR E $365.99 
37X1 2.50R1 7 LR D $406.99 35X1 2.50R20LT LR E $392.99 
LT275/70R1 8 LR E $331 .99 37X1 2.50R20LT LR E $426.99 


Your Truck & Jeep Accessory Superstore 


3036 Machined 


1069 Polished 


0551 Black 
From $246.99 

MHTD551 1 7856545 


Hutchinson D.O.T. 
Beadlock Black 
From $358.99 

HUT60635-017-01 ™ 


Xtreme MT2 


Iso Series Flat BIk 

Polished 

Chrome 

1 16x8 

$135.99 

$129.99 


17x8 

$164.99 


$234.99 

17x9 

$166.99 

$144.99 


18x9 

$184.99 




7031 Flat Black L 

31 Series 

Black [ 

1 5x8 

$122.99 

16x8 

$135.99 

17x9 

$166.99 

18x9 

$184.99 

20x9 

$253.99 


1 7036 Flat Black I 

17x9 

$166.99 

18x9 

$183.99 

20x9.5 

$253.99 

1 3036 Machined | 

|17x9 

$171.99 1 


31X10.50R15 

$189.99 

33X12.50R15 

$239.99 

35X12.50R15 

$259.99 

LT265/75R1 6 

$249.99 

LT285/75R1 6 

$259.99 

LT265/70R1 7 

$264.99 

LT285/70R17 

$319.99 

LT305/65R17 

$319.99 

LT315/70R17 

$327.99 


ILT305/70R18 

$359.99 

I37X12.50R18 

$409.99 

1 LT295/55R20 

$394.99 

1 LT295/60R20 

$419.99 

I35X12.50R20 

$384.99 

I37X12.50R20 

$464.99 


97 Flat & Gloss BIk | 

15x8 

$58.99 17x8 

$91 .99 1 

15x10 

$70.99 17x9 

$98.99 

16x8 

$84.99 



5183 Machined I 

5183 


17x9 

$205.99 

20x9.5 

$289.99 1 


1 

1069 

7069 1 

1 15x8 

$107.99 $115.99 

I 15x10 

$114.99 $119.99 

.1 16x8 

$121.99 $127.99 

a 16x10 

$127.99 

N/A 

1] 17x9 

$137.99 $155.99 

1 18x9 

$144.99 

N/A 1 


16x8 

$159.99 

$159.99 

17x8.5 

$179.99 

$179.99 


1 Size 

jiLi^ 

Part# 

Price Size 

Part# 

Price 

31X10.50R15 

55031 

$167.99 

LT305/65R17 

517305 $275.99 

32X11 .50R1 5 

55032 

$179.99 

LT285/70R17 

57285 

$239.99 

33X12.50R15 

55033 

$199.99 

LT315/70R17 

57315 

$284.99 

LT265/75R16 

560265 

$179.99 

37X12.50R17LT 5171237 $354.99 

LT305/70R16 

56305 

$244.99 

LT305/60R18 

5865295 $382.99 

LT285/75R16 

561285 

$219.99 

37X12.50R18 

5801237 $439.99 

LT315/75R16 

516315 

$247.99 

37X13.50R20 

5201337 $419.99 

LT265/70R17 

570265 

$222.99 





LT315/70R17 $324.99 
375/65/16 $41 1 .99 | 

37/12.50/17 

$430.99 1 

325/60/18 

$373.99 1 

325/65/18 

$417.99 1 

36/15.50/20 

$516.99 1 

38/15.50/20 

$565.99 


Xterrainn 

w 


35X12.50R18 $404.99 


305/65R17 $309.99 


285/75R16 $266.99 


7032 Flat Black I 

7032 I 

16x8 

$135.99 I 

17x9 

$166.99 

18x9 

$184.99 L 

20x9 

$253.99 1 



gujperS'VMin^per 


QttperQvtamfev 


Size 

36X1 3.50-1 5LT 
37X1 4.00-1 5LT 


"PricTI iniHHli 


$311.99 

$326.99 


39.5X1 3.50-1 5LT 

1 4/42-1 5LT 

$408.99 

$557.99 

36X1 3.50-1 6LT 

$331.99 

37X1 4.00-1 6LT 

$340.99 

39.5X1 3.50-1 6LT 

$421.99 

1 4/42-1 6LT 

36X1 3.50-1 6.5LT 

$559.99 

$338.99 

37X1 4.00-1 6.5LT 

$348.99 

39.5X1 3.50-1 6,5LT 

$425.99 

1 4/42-1 6.5LT 

$554.99 

21/49-16.5LT 

$850.99 

36X1 3.50-1 7LT 

$330.99 

37X1 4.00-1 7LT 

$343.99 

39.5X1 3.50-1 7LT 

$420.99 

1 4/42-1 7LT 

$573.99 

21/49-17LT 

$877.99 

36X13.50-20LT 

$350.99 

39.5X1 3.50-20LT 

$431.99 

21/49-20LT 

$948.99 


Size 

Price 

Size 

Price 

31 XI 2.50-1 5LT 

$318.99 

1 6/35-1 6LT 

$421.99 

33X1 0.50-1 5LT 

$300.99 

37X1 3.00-1 6LT 

$414.99 

33X1 2.50-1 5LT 

$334.99 

38.5X1 1. 00-1 6LT $378.99 

33X1 4.00-1 5LT 

$341.99 

1 5/38.5-1 6LT 

$411.99 

35X1 0.50-1 5LT 

$345.99 

1 9.5/44-1 6LT 

$773.99 

35X1 4.50-1 5LT 

$392.99 

33X1 2.50-1 6.5LT $344.99 , 

1 6/35-1 5LT 

$420.99 

33X1 4.00-1 6.5LT $354.99 

37X1 3.00-1 5LT 

$419.99 

35X1 4.50-1 6.5LT $406.99 

38.5/11. 00-1 5LT 

$387.99 

1 6/35-1 6.5LT 

$429.99 

1 5/38.5-1 5LT 

$407.99 

1 6/35-1 6.5LT 

$507.99 

1 8/39.5-1 5LT 

$598.99 

37X1 3.00-1 6.5LT $422.99 1 

1 9.5/44-1 5LT 

$758.99 

37X1 3.00-1 6.5LT $428.99 

31 XI 2.50-1 6LT 

$323.99 

1 5/38.5-1 6.5LT 

$406.99 

33X1 0.50-1 6LT 

$312.99 

38.5X1 1. 00-1 6.5LT $373.99 

33X1 2.50-1 6LT 

$336.99 

1 8/39.5-1 6.5LT 

$608.99 

33X1 4.00-1 6LT 

$346.99 

1 9.5/44-1 6.5LT 

$778.99 

35X1 0.50-1 6LT 

$356.99 

37X1 3.00-1 7LT 

$435.99 

35X1 4.50-1 6LT 

$388.99 

19.5/54-20 

$886.99 


TOlfO TIRES 

driven to perform 


^43:9-9 

$237.99 



LT265/70R17 

LT265/70R17 $259.99 

LT305/70R17 $274.99 
32X1150R15 $210.99 LT255/65R17 $196.99 


$283.99 

$208.99 


LT285/70R17 $265.99 
LT275/70R16 $213.99 LT275/65R18 $287.99 
LT245/75R16 $202.99 LT275/65R18 $314.99 
LT265/75R16 $198.99 LT275/70R18 $339.99 


OPEN COUNTRY MT 


From $214.99 

T0Y360490 


From $316.99 

T0Y350160 


LT315/75R16 

LT245/70R17 


$190.99 

$253.99 


$270.99 

$220.99 


LT275/65R20 

LT305/55R20 


$287.99 

$341.99 


GOODYEAR 


mt 


Wa cilsD proud Jy offar dras rrorrj ihasa rrmnumaiuraro: 





1 DURATRAC | 

Size 

Price 

32X11.50R15 

$195.99 

1 33X12.50R15 $207.99 

1 35X12.50R15 $202.99 

LT235/85R16 

$186.99 

LT265/75R16 

LT305/70R16 

$222.99 

$274.99 

LT315/75R16 

$275.99 

LT255/75R17 

$212.99 

LT285/70R17 

$266.99 

35X12:50R17 

$298.99 

37X12.50R17 

$345.99 

38X14.50R17 

$440.99 

40X13.50R17 

$512.99 

LT275/65R18 

LT275/65R20 

$309.99 

$374.99 

LT285/65R20 

$395.99 


"^oyO TiRES BFGoodricH 

driven to perform 


We Carry The 

Nation's largest Inventery! 


Your Source for Truck, Jeep & SUV Accessories WeSelllt WeOwnn. WeUvelt 


400 West Artesia Blvd., Compton, CA 90220. Bus. Hrs;M-F 5;00am-8;00pm PST Sat 6;00am-5;00pm & Sun;7;30am-5;00pm PST. 50+ years experience • Low price guarantee • Ships from 8 iocations nationwide 
(Internet Specials Apply To Internet Purchases only.) • www.4WheelParts.com (prices & promos may vary) 60+ retail stores nationwide (prices & promos may vary) We Are The Export Specialists • Not responsible 
for misprints or typos • Some promos are a limited time offer; Prices effective upon publication and supercede all earlier prices • Prices valid while supplies last. Phone; 310-900-5500 • Fax; 310-900-5555 


* Export Fax; 310-605-4077. Now hiring nationwide, apply online at; www.4WheelParts.com 


800 - 284-9426 


viniinN.4VinieelParts.com 

FerWU’seflWstoehemliml 


Become a Fan 


Follow us 


Watch us 

Tube 


Phone 1 ^ Tin-Store m 

Toll Free Visit one of our 59 i| 

Performance Center; 

800-284-9426 

Free shipping when you buy online or over the phone and pick up in-store. 


= We Ship Worldwide! Q 
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Digging in with trendy traction 

ByJohnCappa eclitor@fourwheeler.com Photography John Cappa 



I F YOU’VE SPENT ANY TIME AT 

all following the early days 
of the freestyle motocross 
(FMX) world, then the 
name Brian Deegan rings a bell. 
He was well known for his anti- 
establishment antics, following 
his own rules, and doing his own 
thing. Unfortunately, we all have 
to grow up, and being an outcast 
rebel doesn’t pay the bills. As 
younger, faster, and more talented 
riders moved up the ranks, Brian 
Deegan reinvented himself and 
morphed into becoming a suc- 
cessful short-course off-road race 
driver. That eventually connected 
him with Mickey Thompson. The 
relationship eventually led to the 
development of the Deegan 38, 
an aggressive, made-in-the-USA, 
radial mud tire designed to work 
well both on- and off-road. 

Don’t be fooled by the Deegan 
38 insignia. The 38 refers to 
Deegan’s race number, not the 
tire’s diameter. The Deegan 38 
is currently available in 13 dif- 
ferent sizes for 15, 16, 17, 18, and 
20-inch wheels. The smallest tire 
available is a 31xl0.50R15, with 
the largest being a 37xl2.50R20. 
We settled into a quartet of 
37xl2.50R17 tires. The first thing 
we noticed about the Deegan 
38 is its light weight, especially 
when you consider that our 37s 
have a D load range and are ca- 
pable of supporting 3,525 pounds 
each at 50 psi. A lighter tire will 
outperform heavier tires in terms 
of braking and acceleration. That 
should always be a consideration 
when installing larger tires. 

We mounted our Deegan 38s 
on 17x9 Mickey Thompson Clas- 
sic Baja Lock aluminum wheels. 
The simulated beadlock wheels 
are sprayed with a matte-black 
protective finish. Each ring is ma- 
chined into the wheel. Because 
it’s not removable, it adds strength 
to the outer edge of the wheel to 
help avoid damage in the rocks. 
The Classic Baja Lock wheel is 
great for those that like the look 
of a real beadlock without the 
complexity, expense, or potential 
street-legality issues. They are 
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MICKEY THOMPSOH OEEGKH 38 



available in 15, 16, and 17-inch 
diameters, in widths from 7 to 12 
inches wide. 

Our Deegan 38 tires required 
very little weight to balance 
out — Each of the four tires 
needed less than 2 ounces to spin 
true. On the street, you should ex- 
pect some road noise, as they are 
not all-terrain tires. However, the 
tighter inner void sections of the 
tread help to reduce overall noise. 

The large aggressive tread 
lugs make the Deegan 38 a good 
choice for mud and other loose 
and loamy terrain. The chunky 
lugs have sipes, which helps with 
wet and ice covered roads, but 
if ice sheets are a regular staple 
for your 4x4, you’ll probably be 
better off with a less aggressive 
tire that has more siping, like the 
Mickey Thompson Baja STZ. 
Even at street pressures, the 
Deegan 38 tread and sidewalls 
flex and envelop rocks and other 
obstacles, thanks in part to the 
sipes in the lugs. Airing the tires 
down to the low teens is ideal for 
most trails without the use of true 
beadlock wheels. The large outer 
voids allow the Deegan 38 to self- 
clean in the sticky stuff. 

The light overall weight, easy- 
to-balance characteristics, and 
load capacity make the Deegan 
38 a good option for heavy-duty 
tow rigs, as well as smaller 4x4s. 


The two-ply sidewall of the 
Deegan 38 is definitely sturdier 
than a run-of-the-mill radial 
tire. However, we would prob- 
ably want a little more beef if 
we planned to frequent off-road 
areas with an excessive amount of 
sharp split granite. Brian Deegan 
supporters will appreciate the 
raised white Deegan 38 lettering 
available on all but the 20-inch 
sizes. We opted to put the white 
letters in. Regardless of if you 
like and follow Brian Deegan or 
if you’ve never heard of him, the 
Mickey Thompson Deegan 38 is 
a solid on- and off-road tire you 
can depend on. 


1. The chunky tread lugs are best 
suited for mud and other loamy 
off-road terrain. The sipes in each 
lug will help in wet weather and 
winter conditions, although we would 
choose a less aggressive tire for 
regular ice runs. 

S. The Mickey Thompson Classic 
Baja Lock aluminum wheels feature 
a built-in (not removable) simulated 
beadlock ring that makes the wheel 
stronger and less susceptible to 
damage from hard hits off-road. The 
matte-black finish and smooth wheel 
design make it easy to clean. 


nsPBumnnmm 


Tire: Mickey Thompson Deegan 38 

Size:37xl2.50R17 

Type: Radial 

Load range: D 

Max load (lbs): 3,525 

Sidewall construction: Two-ply 

polyester 

Tread construction: One-ply nylon, 
two-ply steel, two-ply polyester 

Approved rim width On): 8.5-11 
Tread depth (in): 21/32 
Tread width (in): 9.88 
Section width (in): 13.1 
Overall diameter (in): 36.7 
Maximum psi: 50 
Weight (lbs): 73 


3. Even at street pressure, the tread 
and sidewall of the Deegan 38 
envelops obstacles. Most off-road 
conditions can be handled with air 
pressures set in the low teens. HW 


SOURCE 

Mickey Thompson Performance Tires 
& Wheels 

330/928-9092, mickeythompsontires.com 
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Nothing i$ stronger for your JK. 


MADE IN TUg 

U.S.A 


‘Receive a S250 Mail-In Rebate with the purcba$e at any qualifying SKU or a $500 Mail-In Rebate on any pair at qualifying SKUs. Prqinqtfon valid in the United States and Canada between 
3/1/2015 -4/S0/201 5, Redemptions must be postmarked by 5/31/2015. For more information please visit hRp://www,g2a>:ie,com. 


PRECISION • STRENGTH • QUALITY 

www.G2Axle.com 877-852-7720 


OFFICIAL DRIVETRAIN COMPONENTS OF 
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Bargain tread test 

By HGnry MUGllGr editor@fourwheeler.com Photography: Dave Wagner 



T’S NOT A TIRE BRAND THAT 

immediately comes to 
mind, but chances are At- 
turo will be coming on 
your radar if you’re looking for 


good tires at a great price. Lots 
of people shop for tires by price 
alone — ^That’s setting up your- 
self for failure. You’ve always 
got to give more weight to your 


end goal than price because 
you’ll be living with your choice 
for at least a couple years, and 
in most cases, 30,000-60,000 
miles, depending on how much 


tread life you can squeeze out of 
your tires. When you factor in 
a $20 or $30 difference in price 
per tire, it makes more sense to 
spend a little extra to make sure 




When you're buying six 
tires instead of only four, 
price matters. We found 
online pricing for our 
LT265/70R17 test size 
as low as $122 per tire, 
which is less than half the 
price of some competing 
manufacturer offerings. 


fourwheeler.com 




CUSTOM-FIT AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES TO PROTECT YOUR VEHICLE 


Acura • Audi •' BMW • Buick • Cadillac • Chevrolet • Chrysler • Dodge • Ferrari • Ford • CMC • Honda • Hummer • Hyundai • Infiniti 
Isuzu • Jeep • Kia • Land Rover • Lexus • Lincoln • Maserati • Mazda • Mercedes-Benz • Mercury • Mini • Mitsubishi • Nissan 
Oldsmobile Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • Saab • Saturn • Scion • Subaru • Suzuki • Toyota • Volkswagen • Volvo • and more! 


Accessories Available for 


Canadian Customers 
WeatherTech.ca 


European Customers 
WeatherTechEurope.com 


©2015 by MacNeil IP LLC 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 



American Customers 

WeatherTech.com 
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ATTURO 




you’re living with something you 
can, well, live with. 

In this case, we had a newer 
Ram 3500 dualie tow rig with a 
Cummins engine that was used 
for everything from daily com- 
muting to hauling motorcycles 
out to the desert on the weekends 
to hauling a huge fifth-wheel toy 
hauler. Aside from a blingy set of 
wheels, the 4x4 was completely 
stock, so we needed a tread that 
would bite hard in mountain 
snow of the Sierras, wouldn’t dig 
and chew in the sand washes of 
Glamis, and could shrug off the 
occasional hard rock-hit or cactus 


encounter on the way to motor- 
cycle man camp. 

We selected a set of six Atturo 
Trail Blade A/T tires. The Trail 
Blade A/Ts feature lots of highly 
siped tread blocks with many 
biting angles to pull the stiffly 
sprung Ram through the worst 
hard-pack terrain. The treads are 
arranged essentially in five cir- 
cumferential bands, with the cen- 
ter band helping in carcass stabil- 
ity, and the four circumferential 
grooves helping evacuate water. 
The large outer tread shoulder 
blocks help on-road stability and 
steering response and the arched 



nmammoMS 


Tire: Atturo Trail Blade A/T 
Size: LT265/70R17 
Type: Radial 
Load range: E 

Max load (lbs): 3,195 (single) or 
2,910 (dual) 

Sidewall construction: Three-ply 
polyester 

Tread construction: Two-ply polyester, 
two-ply steel, one-ply nylon 

Approved rim width (in): 7. 0-8. 5 
Tread depth (in): % 

Section width (in): 10.7 
Overall diameter (in): 31.7 
Maximum psi: 80 


and segmented stone throwers be- 
tween the shoulder treads help the 
tires from clogging up with rocks 
and mud. It’s an all-terrain tire 
that’s earned its keep, especially 
considering the inexpensive price. 

SOURCE 

Atturo Tire 

888/642-5999, atturo.com 


1. Not every truck owner is willing to 
run plus-size tires that increase the 
footprint and ground clearance. In 
cases like this, tread performance 
comes into play more. We haven’t 
gotten stuck yet in the mild terrain 
we drive our Ram through, so we’re 
calling the Trail Blade A/Ts a success 
for our needs. 

S. In addition to competent off-road 
abilities in sand, snow, loose and 
rocky trails, and very light mud, the 
Trail Blade A/Ts are a good-looking 
tire. The stylized sidewall design isn’t 
as radical as some mud tires, but it 
does help break up the blahs. 

3. With the tires at their recommended 
factory pressures, the Trail Blade A/Ts 
have plenty of load-carrying ability. A 
truer test is when this tow rig is pulling 
a 30-foot fifth-wheel toy hauler loaded 
with bikes, quads, and enough camp- 
ing stuff to last a week. The tread is 
wearing well and not disappearing like 
Editor Hazel’s hairline. RIV 
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WARN ENGINEERED. TESTED TD THE EXTREME. 


The WARN® VR may be an affordable entry-level winch, but it’s 
built to help you make a quick exit from tough situations. Bolt 
one to your bumper now, and it’s your’s for the long run. After 
all, it’s backed by the most trusted name in off-roading: WARN. 

Get one today at your WARN Authorized Dealer, 
or learn more at warn.com 
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CALL FOR PACKAGE PRICE ON ANY TIRE & WHEEL 
COMBINATION. INCLUDES COMPUTER SPIN 
BALANCING. LUGS & CENTERS. 

W » HUGE SELECTION OF SIZES & STYLES. 


5 Garden Court * Wheeling, WV 26003 
Open 8 to 7 Mon-Fri - Sat 9 to 1 


DEEGAN 38 


MADE 

COOPER 


FUN MUD TRAIL* 

COUNTRY COUNTRY CRUSHER COUNTRY 


NTWonline.com 



GRAPPLER 


FEDERAL MT 


KO K02 NEW KM-2 


XfiT XMT2 terra EXOAWT mud 

OPEN COUNTgY FIERCE AniTUDE ATTURO COURSER 


TRAIL 


Buckshot 


MAXXIS 


NEW MT 


TRAIL BLADE MT XMT BY COOPER 


MUD GRIPPER M/T 


WILD PEAK 


THESE FINE MANUFACTURERS 





This Is A Sampling Of Our Huge 
Inventory. CALL or CLICK!! , 


Swamp Lite 
Radial Reptiie 
Black Mamba 
Mamba Lite 
Vampire ' 
interforce 


WH^tLS 




^ FENDER FLAIRS & MORE 

) Walk-Ins Welcome 9-5 M-F/9-1 Sat • All Tires Plus F.E.T. 

TECH LINE 1 -304-233-791 7*FAX 1-304-233-2286*TRACK ORDERS 1-800-391-1113 

•NO returns after 30 days-NO returns on Special Order Items-AII returns subject to 20% restock fee«Prices Subject To Change 
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HNGE INVENTORY OF THESE FINE SNSPENSION COMPANIES 


CHECK OUR LOW FREIGHT RATES 


Wheel Spacers 
8 Lug Spacers 
8X6.5, 8X170, 8X180, 
8X200, 8X210 

1 . 5 ”, 2 ”, 3 ”& 4 ” 

5 & 6 Lug 1.5”, 2”, 2.5 


NTWonline.com 


Profession 

Installation 

Available 


Dually Wheels In Stock 
16’M7’M9.5”&20” 












NTWonline.com or 1-800-847-3287 


GM SHOCKS •Best Customer Service 




• Beadlocks Off-Road 
Use Only!!! 

• Specialize In 15” 8 Lug 

• Beadlocks 32-Bolt 

• 15x12 & 15x14 
2.5 Ton Rockwell 
Military -CALL 
Reg. or Bead lock 


Off Road M402 

■*'* . Bead-Lock 

t** 15x8 ....$159 $59 

,15x10....$169 $69 

> ( Il5x12....$179 $99 

\ V* ISxM ..$189 $109 

:•* ' 12x16.5 $108 

**■ " 14x16.5 $113 

SPECIAL OFF SETS AVAILABLE 


2014 .. 

...GM1500 

,.5”-$1199 . 

..7.5” $1199 

07-13.. 

...GM1500 3” $249 

,.5” $999... 

.....7” $999 

07-13.. 

...GM1500 2” w/Nitro Shocks. 

.. ..2” 129 

99-06.. 

. . .GM 1500 No Drop Torsion. 4” $999. . . 

6” 999 

otm.. 

...GM Tahoe Yukon & SUB . 


6” 1299 

88-98.. 

...GM1500 

,.3” $519... 

....6” 999 

11-14.. 

...GM2500HD NEW 


7” 1399 

02-10.. 

...GM 2500 HD 


6” 1295 

01-06.. 

...GM1500HD&2500NonHD 

6” 1295 

07-13.. 

...GM 1500 (Spacer) 


2” 64 

99-13 . 

. . .GM 1500/2500 Torsion Bar Key 

2” 99 

G7-S7.. 

...GM Straight Axle 

2, 4 & 6” CALL 


FORD 


11-13.. 

...Super Duty (spacer) 

,.3” $379.. (coil) 3” $499 

11-13.. 

...Super Duty 


...4.5” 649 

11-13.. 

...Super Duty 


6” 799 

11-13.. 

. . .Super Duty 4 Link Adjustable. 

... .6” 1299 

08-10.. 

...Super Duty 

..3” $499... 

... 6” 799 

08-10.. 

...Super Duty 


.. .4.5” 649 

08-10 . 

...Super Duty 4 Link 

,.6” $1299 , 

8” 1449 

0607.. 

...Super Duty 

,.3” $499... 

.. .45” 649 

0607.. 

...Super Duty 


6” 799 

0607 . 

. . .Super Duty 4 Link 

,.6” $1279 

....8”1659 

9904.. 

...Super Duty 2” $339 

. .5” Excursion 799 

9904.. 

...Super Duty 

..4” 

809 

9904.. 

...Super Duty 

..6” 

879 

9904.. 

...Super Duty 

..8” 

1295 

8098.. 

.. .F250/350 Gas or Diesel .. . 

,.4” 

609 


Classic III III Black CL Bead Lock 


INC. 


susi=fE:r>iS!0!>i svsTE/ns 

2014 F150 4” or 6” 999 

09-13 F150 4”or6” 999 

04^08 F150 4” or 6” 999 

97_03 FI 50 5” 999 

80-96 F150 w/arm & Free Peering Stabiizer 4” 469 

80-96 F150 w/arm 6” 499 

04^08 &09-13...F150 Leveling 2.5” 99 

05-13 Super Duty Leveling 2.5” 99 

DODGE 

70-93 Dodge 1/2 & 3/4 Ton 4” From $349 

9401 Dodge 1500 3”..$499 5” 759 

02- 05 Dodge 1500 4”^”1175 

0&O8 Dodge 1500 4” $949 6” .999 

09-13 Dodge 1500 4” $1249 £”1399 

09-13 Dodge 1500 (inc. 125” Body lift) 3.75” 249 

03- 13 Dodge Ram HD radius ami drop $669. 5” .770 

03-13 Dodge Ram HD (with adjustable links) 5” 999 

94-13 Dodge RAM HD. Leveling 2.5” 99 

2014 RAM 25/3500 HD 5” 999 

JEEP 

07-15 ... . Jeep JK w/N20 ^ocks . . . 25” $329 .. . .325” 379 
JK W/N20 shocks . . . .3£”smooth ride . . .499 
JKW/N20 shocks.... 4” 499 


•Easiest Instaii ’Best $ Vaiue 
•LEVELING KITS (most $99 or less) 
EEP 

07-15 ... . .Jeep JK w/N20 shocks . . .6” 999 

9706 Jeep TJ w/N20 shocks . . . .2.5” $299 .. . .3.25” 369 

97-06 Jeep TJ w/N20 shocks ... .4” 499 

97-06 JeepTJw/2.2 4” 599 

97-06 JeepTJX-Series 4” $999 6” 1049 

87-96 Jeep YJ w/N20 shocks ... .4” 449 

97-06 Jeep TJ Long Arm 4” $1599 6” 1649 

NEW Jeep Long Arm Upgrade XJ $649 .TJ 899 

8401 Jeep XJ Cherokee 3” . $255 .65” X . .899 

84^)1 JeepXJCheroke 4.5” $459 6” 829 

84-01 Jeep XJ w/rear springs ... .4.5” 655 

84-01 Jeep XJ Long Arm 4” $1299 .... 6” 1449 

93-98 Jeep ZJ Grand Cher 3.5” $379 4” 599 

93-98 Jeep ZJ ...4” (adj. links) ...$749 ..Long Arm 1499 

99-03 Jeep WJ Grand Cher.... 4” $^ .Long Ami CALL 

03-07..... Jeep Liberty 3” 359 

7606 JeepCJ 2” $409 4” 439 

TOYOTA 

05-14 , . . .TovDta Tccoma .4” $999 6” $999 

07-14 .... .Toyota Tundra 4.5” $1249 .. . .6” 1299 

07-13 .... .Toyota FJ Cruiser 3” $249 6” 1279 

86-96..... Toyota Pickup 4”-5” 609 

6400 .... .Toyota FJ-40....4” $535 7101 Scout II 4” $575 


PRO-2 


PRO-4 


DC-2 BLK Torque Gun Metal 7 



7033 7069 

lONWHEELS 


5igi^ 7036 1069 7089 

ALL STYLES ON WEBSITE 


7032 


ROCKSTAR MONSTER REVOLVER 


HEIST ARMOUR 


GRENADE 


Dll 7 KARAT 
17X10 18X10 


BADLANDS ADDICT 


Maverick 


Trottle 


Hostage 


NOVAKANE FITE 


FURY 


SWITCHBACK DOMINATOR 


VISION WHEEL 



Warehouse Distrib "o 


73-87 GM (Straight Axle) .am 
4”, 6”, 8” & 12” Kits 
■07-14 JEEP JK 2.5” $34i 

■07-14 JEEP JP 4” $749 

09-14 FORD FI 50 6” $139* 

07-13 GM 1500 8” $139' 

14-15 GM 1500 6” $139( 

■14-15 DODGE 25/35 4” $766 
■03-13 DODGE 25/35 4” $939 
■03-13 DODGE 25/35 6” $999 
11-15 FORD SD 6” $999 

11-15 FORD SD 4” $766 


MO 962 


WVliHICA- i " I tElLlNO li^NNEJkU-i 


Top Gun ‘ 

„ complete Line C^StOmz 

of Dana Spicer — 

Drive Line Parts 

(1/2, 3/4 & 1 Ton) ^ Suspension Systems and 

FULL LINE AVAILABLE leveling kits 


SMITTYBILT 


mAmmum 


EATON' 

Custom U Bolts 

•Round, Square & S-R 
• 1 / 2 ”, 9 / 16 ” & 5 / 8 ” 

Dually 
> Wheels 
New In Steck 
16”, 17”, 19.5” 
& 20 ” 


M-1 HD BUMPERS (Front & Rear) 

M-1 FENDER FLARES yrp WIMPH 
LED LIGHTING WINLM 

X20 WINCHES STEEL SYN. 

*4000 $179 $319 

.9500 $299 $449 

'lOK $399 $549 

•12K $399 $549 

■PSBS *15.5 $499 m. 

M I— , , ™ -17.5 $599 M 


■XRC & SRC Jeep Protection 
■XRC Winches & Recovery Gear 
■Jeep Replacement Tops & Much More! 


NTWonline.com 
Click Garage Sale 
For All The 
Latest Specials, 
Overstocks, 
Scratch And Dent 
'Check Out Our 
Cosmetic Blem 
Tires 


Tech Line 1-304-233-7917 
Fax 1-304-233-2286 
Track Orders 1-800-391-1113 
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Returns Subject To Restock Fee 

ntwonline.com 


9.75X16.5 

$149 

12X16.5 

$169 

8X6.5 8X170 













Dodge SUV spotter’s guide 

By Jay Kopycinski editornifourwheeler.com Photography: Jay Kopycinski & Chrysler Group 

T he ramch arger was a fullsize suv introduced by dodge as a 74 model and was based largely 

on a short-wheelbase Dodge pickup truck chassis. It would see its U.S. existence span two 
decades until the final ’93 Ramchargers rolled off the assembly line. Ramcharger’s cous- 
in, the Plymouth Trailduster, was also offered but production stopped with the ’81 model. 
By the mid ’70s, the Chevy Blazer, Ford Bronco, and International Harvester SUVs all had 
a foothold in the market for those looking for a backcountry camping vehicle or a large 4x4 that 
was different than a pickup truck. With seating for five or six adults and healthy V-8 power, the 
Ramcharger offered Mopar fans their own fullsize SUV. 


1st Generation 

( 1974 - 1980 ) 

The first Ramchargers were quite similar 
to the Dodge pickups of the day but sat on a 
shorter 106-inch wheelbase. When the ’74s 
were introduced, they were full-time 4WD 
only, but Dodge quickly added a 2WD version 
a year later. We’re concerned here primarily 
with the 4WD models. 

First-generation models had a removable 
hardtop and a soft canvas top with roll-up side 
windows was also available through dealers. 
The suspension was traditional leaf springs 
front and rear, with recirculating-ball power 
steering as an option. Brakes were power- 
assisted front disc and rear drum. 

Five different engines were offered in vari- 
ous years in the early generation: a 225ci 1-6, 
318ci V-8, 360ci V-8, 400ci V-8, and 440ci 
V-8. The V-8 engines were the Chrysler LA 
series engines with standard electronic igni- 
tion, and the two largest V-8 engines were 
phased out with the ’78 model. 

Common transmissions included the A230 
three-speed synchronized manual (mostly be- 
hind 1-6 engines), NP435 four-speed manual 
(6.68:1 First gear), or the NP445 close-ratio 
four-speed manual (4.56:1 synchronized First 
gear). For an automatic, it was the three-speed 
Torqueflite 727. 

Dodge varied the axle gearing over the 


years to accommodate the various engines, 
transmissions, and tire sizes. Commonly 
available axle ratios were 3.21:1, 3.55:1 and 
3.90:1. The front straight axles were Dana 44 
units, while the majority of rear axles were 
Chrysler 914-inch units. Some Chrysler 8)4- 
inch rear axles made their way under ’70s 


O The Ramcharger was introduced back in the 
day when domestic manufacturers offered buy- 
ers a variety of V-8 engines, including big-blocks. 
Dodge was no exception. By the end of its 20-year 
production life, the Ramcharger would finish out 
with multi-port fuel-injected V-8 engines under 
the hood. 


O When introduced, the '74 Ramcharger was of- 
fered as a full-time 4WD model touting the benefits 
of not having to exit the vehicle and lock the hubs 
to engage 4WD. In response to the NP203 full-time 
4WD system, there were aftermarket companies 
that marketed part-time 4WD conversions to reduce 
front axle wear and increase highway gas mileage. 
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n The original Ramchargers had a bolt-on removable hardtop but could be optionally equipped with a soft- 
top like this that offered roll-up windows. On the first-year ’74 models, the door window frame came off 
with the top. After that, the door window frame stayed with the door when the top was removed. 



O Most Ramchargers came with the Chrysler 914- 
inch rear axle. The y 2 -ton axle used C-clips to retain 
the 31-spline 'shafts. The design uses threaded 
backlash adjusters at the differential carrier. Some 
builders shun the factory use of a pinion crush 
washer in these that may cause bearing preload 
issues down the road. Many years offered rear lim- 
ited-slip units from the factory. Gearsets over the 
years ranged from 3.21:1 to 3.55:1 to 3.90:1. 

Ramchargers, and we’ve heard tall tales of 
semi-float Dana 60 rears, but we’ve never 
actually come across one. 

The ’74-’79s used full-time 4WD with a 
cast-iron, chain-drive NP203 transfer case 
(2.0:1 low range). The NP203 used an inter- 
nal differential to allow for varying speeds 
between the front and rear axles on harder 
surfaces. The transfer case had flve settings: 
High, High Loc, Low, Low Loc, and Neutral. 



O Like many of the older fullsize domestics, the 
Ramcharger can easily shed its Vz-ion axles for the 
beefier Dana 60s from a % or 1-ton truck of the 
era. Much of the swap is a bolt-on project (drive- 
shafts will need to be shorted 1-inch), so it’s a fairly 
common upgrade for owners wanting heavy-duty 
axle hardware to turn big tires. 

When placed in one of the Loc modes, the 
center differential was locked, delivering 
equal power to both axles. Neutral could be 
used for a power takeoff option. 

While the purported convenience of full- 
time 4WD with the NP203 transfer case 
seemed attractive, there were some down- 
sides. Overall gas mileage suffered due to the 
transfer case differential, and the front axle 
unitbearings (wheel bearings) would wear 
prematurely if not kept greased on a regular 
basis. Mile Marker offered a kit to convert 
the transfer case to part-time operation, and 
freewheeling hubs could be swapped onto the 
front axles. A “Sure Grip” limited slip was 
often an option in the rear axle. 

Starting with the ’80 Ramcharger, a part- 
time, aluminum case, chain-drive NP208 
transfer case (2.61:1 planetary low range) 
was used to replace the full-time NP203, 
and the wheel pattern changed from the 
previous generation’s 5-on-4.5 pattern to a 
5-on-5.5 pattern. The front axle also ditched 
the weaker semi-float unitbearing design for 
the more durable closed-hub and spindle ar- 
rangement that Chevy and Ford vehicles had 
enjoyed. This was combined with the use of 
automatic locking hubs on the front Dana 
44 axle, but for the ’85 Ramcharger the hubs 
were replaced with simple drive flanges and 
a two-piece, vacuum-actuated center axle 
disconnect was employed to help reduce 
parasitic losses. When in 2WD, a shift collar 
disconnected the passenger-side axleshaft 
and the spider gears inside the open front 
diff would spin instead of the whole front 
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driveshaft and T-case front output shaft. The 
vacuum actuator mechanism on these would 
eventually prove to be troublesome and 
somewhat unreliable in operation. 

2nd Generation 

( 1981 - 1993 ) 

For the ’81 models, there was a revised 
Ramcharger when the Ram pickup redesign 
was introduced. With this version, the welded- 
steel top was no longer removable. Also, the 
foot area for the rear seat was dropped down 
to offer better rear seating legroom. 

The 5.2L and 5.9L V-8 engines continued 
to power the Ramcharger, and the ’88 models 
with the 5.2L got throttle-body fuel injection 
(TBI). The larger 360ci, 5.9L V-8 got TBI a 
year later. Multi-port fuel injection was intro- 
duced in the ’92 Ramcharger with the advent 
of Chrysler’s redesigned Magnum 5.2L V-8 
and then on the Magnum 5.9L for the ’93s. 

The Slant 225 1-6 was phased out way back in 
the ’82 model. 

The NP435 four-speed manual trans- 
mission was installed in a lot of second- 
generation Ramchargers. The Torqueflite 
727 three-speed auto served through the ’91 
Ramcharger and then gave way to the A518 
four-speed auto (0.69:1 overdrive). 

The NP208 continued to be the transfer 
case of choice through the ’87 trucks. Also, 
the ’83s saw automatic locking hubs and shift- 
on-the fly engagement to allow shifting in and 
out of 4WD at speed. Starting with the ’88s, 
the aluminum-cased chain-drive NP241 trans- 
fer case (2.72:1 low range) was used until the 
last year of the Ramcharger. The ’89s got rear 
antilock brakes. 

O The second-generation Ramchargers got new 
sheetmetal starting with the ’81s. The rear side 
windows also had larger glass panels that wrapped 
onto the roof. Wheelbase on the new models 
did not change and stayed at 106 inches. The 
Plymouth Trailduster would only survive one year 
with the new body style, as only ’81 models were 
available. 


O First-generation interiors were simple and practi- 
cal by today’s standards. Here’s the view from the 
seat of a ’77 Ramcharger. 

O Fin the beginning, Dodge’s Ramcharger was 
equipped with front seating only and rear seating 
was an option. Low-back and high-back bucket 
seats and front bench seats were offered at various 
points through the years. 


O With front and rear leaf suspension, lifting a 
Ramcharger is an easy prospect. Suspension sys- 
tems are common and affordable. Donna Kousonsa- 
vath’s ’75 Ramcharger sits on a 6-inch lift to clear 
37-inch tires bolted to a pair of Dana 60s. Frame 
weak points where cracks can develop are near 
the front shock mounts. It’s always a good idea to 
watch for frame cracks near the steering box. 







O The ’93 Ramcharger was the final year of domes- 
tic production for Dodge’s fullsize SUV. Public in- 
terest was growing in four-door SUV models. While 
there was a longer third-generation Ramcharger 
produced in Mexico, it was never imported to the 
United States. RW 
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Serious weather rubber 


By Ali Mansour eclitor@fourwheeler.com Photography: AN Mansour 



NITTO 

EXO 


O While two different 
sidewall patterns come 
standard, what’s more im- 
pressive is the tires three- 
ply sidewall. Capable of 
supporting 3,640 pounds, 
the load range E tire is a 
great fit for the weight and 
performance demands of 
our %-ton truck. For those 
of you who frequent as 
many gravel roads as we do, 
you will be happy to know 
that the stone ejectors in 
the tread are actually very 
effective. 


HEN NITTO INJECTED THE 

Exo Grappler AWT 
into the well-versed 
Grappler line, we 
were excited to see what the “all- 
weather tire” had to offer. Clearly 
more aggressive than the com- 
pany’s all-terrain staple, the Terra 
Grappler, the Exo Grappler AWT 
put Nitto square into ring of the 
growing market of aggressive 
all-terrain tires. Fit with wide 
tread blocks, deep voids, and gra- 
cious amounts of biting edges, 
the Exo Grappler AWT not only 
has a unique look but a Three 
Peak Mountain Snowflake 
rating. We could have tested 
these tires under one of our 
lightweight wheelers, but 
it was clear by the E-only 
load range offerings that 
these tires were meant for 
a heavy-duty truck. 



72 MAY 2015 FOUR WHEELER 


fourwheeler.com 




^KeMly loy*^ Prunes 
•/ Casy ToVse y^ehsi-re 

^Hoge 5eIeciiot\ 

/ r<^5+5ki^5 



ROCKALITO.COM 


ALL THE PARTS YOUR CAR WILL EVER niEED, 




Enthusiasts United 
TO Advance 
Automotive Freedoms 


semaSAN.com 







OTIRE TECH 


MITTO EXO GRAPPIER Am 


To put the tires to work, we 
strapped them under our T4 Ram 
2500. Equipped with a Cummins 
diesel engine and substantial 
solid-axles, our %-ton 4x4 hauler 
was exactly what these tires were 
designed for. Since our truck is 
still stock height, we opted for 
a factory replacement size of 
275/70R18. With a load rating 
of 3,640 pounds, it was more 
than capable of supporting our 
pickup’s max payload. 

Going from stock highway 
radials to the Exo Grappler AWTs 
was like moving from housing 
slippers to hiking boots. The 
noise difference was definitely 
noticeable but not any louder than 
other aggressive all-terrain tires 
we have tested. As we mentioned, 
these tires can hold a considerable 
amount of weight. This equated 
to a very stiff sidewall, which 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing in 
our application. 

We found around 50 psi 
worked great in the rear and the 
factory-suggested 60 psi upfront 
was plenty. Those tire pressures 
are for your daily commute. If 
you are towing heavy loads, 
you’ll need to bump up the rear. 
Fortunately, we didn’t notice any 
real fuel economy penalty with 


the tires and found the street 
manners to be stable and smooth, 
especially in wet weather. Over- 
all, we found the tire’s street 
manners were very similar to that 
of the Terra Grappler, which was 
a pleasant surprise. 

Off-road, the tires did not 
disappoint. While we avoided 
deep mud, the tires performed 
great over the sandy and loamy 
Southeastern soil. Again, these are 
workhorse tires. For where most 
of you (and us included) would 
take your tow rig, they will work 
great. We did drop down the pres- 
sure to the high 30s when cruising 
off-road for a substantial period of 
time. This helped tremendously 
with the ride quality and grip. 
Sadly, we only briefly had a bout 
with snow. For our short moun- 
tain jaunt, we were impressed at 
how well the tires kept the truck 
planted over the white stuff. We 
were also equally impressed with 
the Subaru Outback that was bat- 
tling the powder behind us. So, 
take that for what you will. 

In the Grappler line, the Exo 
Grappler AWT is exactly what 
the company needed. It performs 
better than your average all- 
terrain tire without sacrificing 
on-road performance. The fact 



n Nitto spent a significant amount of time fine-tuning the Exo Grappler AWTs 
tread design. The staggered and heavily siped tread blocks offer a tremendous 
assortment of biting edges, while the pitch of the block keeps the road noise 
down. A unique tread compound was also used to help combat damage and 
chipping often associated with off-road driving. 

that it comes with holes to ac- 
commodate TSMI #15 studs, 
also speaks to its serious winter- 
weather intentions. Ultimately, 
the Exo lives up to it’s all-weath- 
er-terrain badge rather well, and 
we look forward to seeing what 
kind of mileage we can pull 
out of these under our heavy- 
weight pickup. FMI 

SOURCE 

Nitto Tire 

nittotire.com 


IISPEGlFWAiWNS 


Tire: Nitto Exo Grappler AWT 

Size: 275/70R18 

Type: Radial 

Load range: E 

Max load (lbs): 3,640 

Sidewall construction: Three-ply 

polyester 

Tread construction: Two-ply steel, 
three-ply polyester, two-ply nylon 

Approved rim width (in): 7-8.5 
Tread depth (in): ^^y32 
Section width (in): 10.98 
Overall diameter (in): 33.43 
Maximum psi: 80 
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Jack of all trades 


By VGrnG Simons editorpfourwheeler.com Photography: Verne Simons 


W ITHOUT DOUBT, YOU HAVE BOUGHT A SET OF TIRES, AND IF YOU 

haven’t and your last name is not Goodyear or Hankook, 
you will be at some point in the near future (we’re assum 
ing, in this case, you’re 16 and your tires on your first 
car/truck are still good). Tires do a lot for us, and we ask a lot of 
them. They also have this bad habit of wearing out or develop- 
ing leaks that have a way of putting our fun to a halt. Despite 
tens of thousands of miles, sharp rocks, sticks, glass, and 
more, we expect them to sometime perform sometimes 
miracles. 

We often get asked what kind of tires a person 
should buy, and our answer always starts with a 
question: What do you plan to do with them? The 
fact is we all want a tire that can do everything 
all while being easy to balance, long lasting, 
with great traction, and oh, it better be quiet 
too. Sounds nice, doesn’t it? The fact is mud 
tires are not quiet, and quiet tires generally 
don’t do well in the mud or on the rocks. 

At the same time, tire companies have 
been making great strides in develop- 
ing new tires that better fill the job of 

O On gravel roads, our big Dodge 
handles like a rally car, holding the 
road or sliding in a controlled manner 
whenever we want. The Open Country 
R/Ts are perfect for our big truck 
because while we use it primarily 
on-road, dirt, mud, sand, snow, and 
gravel are all something we will en- 
counter. We’ve also detected basically 
no wear on the tires in the roughly 
5,000 miles we’ve put on the tires 
thus far. The tread voids do have a 
tendency to pick up small rocks much 
the same as almost any tire does. 

On paved roads the Open Country do 
make some noise, but it is less than 
we expected. The long center treads 
help spread the rolling tire over the 
road for reduced noise. 
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“doing-it-all” than ever before. One such tire 
is the new Toyo Open Country R/T. This tire 
was specifically developed to span the gap 
between an all-terrain tire and a dedicated 
mud tire. So what do we think of the R/T? 
Well, friends, allow us to show you the best 
way we can, by using and abusing our own set 
on our own truck. The tires in question are a 
set of 35xl2.50R17LT Open Country R/Ts on 
forged factory T2 Ram 8-lug wheels. These 
wheels and tires live on our ’98 Dodge 2500 
12-valve Cummins 4x4. The truck sees duty 
as a tow rig, daily driver, and occasional tow 
rig. We ask a lot of the truck and the tires, and 
here’s how they’ve performed over the past 
5,000 miles or so. 




2014 
TOYOTA TUNDRA 

Pocket Style® Flares 



1. Our %-ton Dodge is not really a rock crawler, but 
we did stick the Open Country on a few local rocks, 
albeit at full road pressure. The treads stuck well 
to what rocks we put them on, and based on our 
experience and the tread pattern, we’re going to bet 
these tires are pretty good in the rocks. They may 
not be a dedicated heavy rock tire on a rock buggy 
but they are darn close. 

S. In even very sticky mud, most of the tread voids 
clear quickly with a little wheel speed. Stone and 
mud ejector bars between the large outer lugs help 
mud clear the voids. Center lugs that help keep the 
tires (relatively) quiet on-road are also shaped like 
chevrons to help with traction in mud and loose dirt 
or sand. Our tires are a 35x12. 50R17LT flavor, and 
larger sizes are available ranging from a 33-inch 
for a 17-inch wheel to a 37-inch tire for a 20-inch 
wheel, with similar sizing for 18-inch wheels. 

3. The Open Country R/T’s sidewall is constructed 
with a special durable compound, and a fairly 
aggressive sidewall design helps add strength and 
prevent tire-killing sidewall damage. All in all, we 
feel that Toyo did exactly what they set out to do by 
creating a tire that bridges the gap between a hard- 
core mud-terrain and an all-terrain tire. FVlf 



2015 GMC 
SIERRA 2500 HD 

Extend-A-Fender® 

Flares 


New and Late 
Model Applications: 

FORD, CHEVROLET, DODGE, 
GMC, TOYOTA, JEEP. & NISSAN 
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Tire: Toyo Open Country R/T 

Size: 35xl2.50R17LT 

Type: Radial 

Load range: E 

Max load (lbs): 3,195 

Sidewall construction: Three-ply 

polyester 

Tread construction: Two-ply steel; 
three-ply polyester; two-ply nylon 

Approved rim width (in): 8.5-11 
Tread depth (in): 18.9/32 
Section width (in): 12.5 
Overall diameter (in): 34.8 
Maximum psi: 65 


SOURCE 

Toyo Tires 

800/442-8696, toyotires.com 


NO-DRILL INSTALL, fasteners 
hold flares in place using existing 
factory holes (on most applications) 



6 FLARE STYLES 

in matte black 
finish or can 
be painted 


2014 lEEP. 
WRANGLER 

Factory 
Coverage 
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May2 

What: 14th Annual Jeep Blessing 
Where: Mesick, Michigan 
Hosted by: Cadillac Jeepers 
Info: cadillacjeepers.com 

Mays 

What: Getting Started Driving Off-Road 
Where: Gorman, California 
Hosted by: Badlands Off-Road Adventures 
Info: 310/615-5473, 4x4training.com 

Mays 

What: Day 2 Getting Started Driving Off-Road 
Where: Mojave, California 
Hosted by: Badlands Off-Road Adventures 
Info: 310/615-5473, 4x4training.com 

May 7-9 

What: 23rd Big Bear Jeep Jamboree 
Where: Big Bear Lake, California 
Hosted by: Jeep Jamboree USA 
Info: jeepjamboreeusa.com 

May 8-9 

What: Ultra4 Trail-Gear Western Regional 
Series MetalCloak Stampede 
Where: Sacramento, California 

Hosted by: Ultra4 
Info: ultra4racing.com 

May 8-19 

What: Molina Ghost Run 

Where: Hollister, California 

Hosted by: California Association of 4WD Clubs 

Info: ca4wdc.com 

May9 

What: Tire Repair/Hi-Lift Mini Clinic 
Where: Hawthorne, California 
Hosted by: Badlands Off-Road Adventures 
Info: 310/615-5473, 4x4training.com 

May 14-16 

What: 18th Land Between The Lakes Jeep 
Jamboree 

Where: Marshall County, Texas 
Hosted by: Jeep Jamboree USA 
Info: jeepjamboreeusa.com 

May 14-16 

What: 27th Palo Duro Jeep Jamboree 
Where: Amarillo, Texas 
Hosted by: Jeep Jamboree USA 
Info: jeepjamboreeusa.com 


May 15-17 

What: 30th Anniversary Spring 4-Wheel 

Jamboree Nationals 

Where: Lima, Ohio 

Hosted by: Special Events 

Info: 317/236-6515, familyevents.com 

May 15-17 

What: 5th Annual Willys Overland Rally 
Where: Moab, Utah 
Hosted by: Willys Overland Moab Rally 
Info: willysrally.com 

May 16 

What: NOVA Show & Shine 
Where: Manassas, Virginia 
Hosted by: Big Dogs Offroad 
Info: bigdogsoffroad.com 

May 16 

What: Dirt Riot Endurance Racing 

Where: Tucson, Arizona 

Hosted by: World Extreme Rock Crawling 

Championship Series 

Info: werocklive.com 

May 16-17 

What: TORC Rumble On The River In St. Louis 

Where: St. Louis, Missouri 

Hosted by: TORC The Off-Road 

Championship 

Info: torcseries.com 

May 16-17 

What: Iron Range Offroad Driving School 
Where: Gilbert, Minnesota 
Hosted by: Iron Range Offroad 
Info: ironrangeoffroad.com 

May 16-17 

What: Olympus Rally 
Where: Shelton, Washington 
Hosted by: Rally America 
Info: rally-america.com 

May 22-24 

What: Memorial Day Mayhem 

Where: Punta Gorda, Florida 

Hosted by: Redneck Yacht Club Mud Park 

Info: redneckyachtclubmudpark.com 

May 22-25 

What: Hi Desert Round-Up 

Where: Barstow, California 

Hosted by: California Association of 4WD Clubs 

Info: ca4wdc.com 


WHERE TO SEND SUBMISSIONS 

A ddress your correspondence to: Calendar, Four Wheeler, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, CA 
/\90SU5, or email ken.brubaker^fourwheelencom. All submissions become the property of Four 
Wheeler, and we reserve the right to edit them for length, accuracy and clarity The editorial department 
can also be reached through the website at www.fourwheeler.com. Due to the volume of mall, electronic 
and otherwise, we cannot respond to every reader, but we do read everything. 







May 22-25 

What: 47th Annual Total Off-Road Rally 
Where: Dresser, Wisconsin 
Hosted by: Minnesota Go-4 Wheelers 
Info: memorial4x4.org 

May 23 

What: Sam’s Offroad Memorial Day Run 
Where: Hot Springs, Arkansas 
Hosted by: Sam’s Offroad 
Info: orvpark.com 

May 23 

What: Dirt Riot Endurance Racing 
Where: Birmingham, Alabama 
Hosted by: World Extreme Rock Crawling 
Championship Series 
Info: werockllve.com 

May 23-24 

What: Vehicle Recovery Skills Clinic 
Where: Rancho Cordova, California 
Hosted by: Off- Road Safety Academy 
Info: discoveroffroading.com 

May 24 

What: Sod busters Off Road Mud Bog 
Where: New Carlisle, Indiana 
Hosted by: Sod busters Off Road Club 
Info: sodbustersoffroad.com 

May 28-30 

What: 6th Badlands Jeep Jamboree 
Where: Attica, Indiana 
Hosted by: Jeep Jamboree USA 
Info: jeepjamboreeusa.com 

May 29-30 

What: Race Fuel Energy Drink 250 
Where: Callente, Nevada 

Hosted by: SNORE 
Info: snoreracing.net 

May 29-30 

What: 7th Annual The Wlllys Jeep Rally 
Where: College Corner, Ohio 
Hosted by: Midwest Willys Jeep 
Reunion, Inc. 

Info: mw-wlllysjeep.com 

May 30 

What: Dirt Riot Endurance Racing 
Where: Fredericksburg, Texas 
Hosted by: World Extreme Rock Crawling 
Championship Series 
Info: werocklive.com 

May 30-31 

What: Lucas Oil Off Road Racing Series 
Where: Lake Elsinore, California 
Hosted by: Lucas Oil Off Road 
Racing Series 

Info: lucasoiloffroad.com Fiiu T 


AjSiVAy/c 


#1 in Service & Integrity 
Industry Leader for 
over 20 years! 






incfud^ 

11-15 4WDGM 2500HD. NTD 7 5". $1,399 

01-10 4WDGM 2500HD/01-06 1500HD 6" $1295 

14-15 GM 1 500 3.5". .. .S4?0 5" & 7" $1 . 1 99 

07-13 4WD GM 1500 3 5" $429 5" and 7 5" $999 

99-06 4WD GM 1500 Non torsion drop 4" or 6" . $999 

99-04 4W0 Super Duly 4" . . . $809 6" $679 

05-15 4WD Super Duty 4"-4 5*. $649 6" $799 

F150 97-03 . $999 04^0S 4V$1.299 09-14 $999 

03-13 4W0 Dodge 2500 5" . $699 5" X-Series S899 

84-01 Cherokee XJ 3" . $255 4.5V $459 6.5" .$S99 

97-06 Wrangler TJ 4V $499 6' X-Senes $1 .049 

07-14 WreriglerJK 2,5" .S139 4" $499 $1,339 

07-14 Tundra 4' $1 .249 6" $1 .299 

FJ Cruiser 3"... $249 6" ..$1,279 Titan 6’ ...$1,199 


_ 3hocl(s sold separately 
4WD GM PU 2500HO 01-10 4V$1. 685 11-15 4T $1,849 


4 WD Dodge 1 500 05-07 4 ' 

Dodge 2500 09-10 4". 

4WD Super Duty 06-10 4" 
Wrangler 97-06 3" $749 

03-08 4Vvb Dodge 25/3500 
10-13 4VVD Dodge 25/3500 
05=14 4WD SuperOuty 




’ .$1,649 09-14 4" $1,699 
$1,122 10-14 4’ $1,022 

$1 308 11-14 4" SI. 340 

07-14 3’... $640 4". ... .$799 

- Shocks included 

4.5T. S1.352 6" $1,382 

4.5" . SI. 309 6" - SI .382 
4 5V $1,055 6V .$1.185 


4V $1,299 
2,25". $229 4" . $999 
2.5T...$449 
5 V $1,699 

3" $499 4’ $699 

04-13 Titan 1 5". . $229 
07-14 Iundra4" .$999 


- ShCKCks sold separately 
.$2,172 01-10 4". . $1,180 

. S694 14-15 4" $589 

4.5 V. $745 6" $831 

2" $132 3’ $551 

08-15 6"....S812 
07-14 6" $1875 
05-15 6" . $1,299 


11-15 GM 2500HD. 3500HD 
07-1 5 GM 4WD Pickup 1 500 1" 

09-14 2S4WD Dodge Ram 1500 
09-1 3 4WD Ram 2500, 3500 
07-14 JK Wrangler 
05-12 Frontier2 5" ..$329 
05-13 Tacoma 2. 75" . $339 
Tl/Fl? 

4WDGM2500HO 11-15 6" 

4VVD GM 1500 07-13 4".. 

07-1 3 4WD Dodge 25/3500 
09-14 4WD F150 

4VVD' Super Duty 05-07 6".. $1J 96 
Tundra 99-06 4 5" . .from $1,255 
Tacoma e-lug 95-04 5" .$1,498 

© SUF*^l^l-iFT 

- Sh&cks induded 

73-87 4VVDGM 4". .$399 6". $479 ev$Sl9 12"...$V199 
07-13 Chevy. GMC 1500 pickup 6" $1,199 8" $1,499 
14-15 2&4WD Chevy. GMC 1500 6" . $1,399 

88-10 Ghevy.GMC 8-Lug 5-7.5" . .$1,199 to $1,383 
09-14 4WD Dodge 1500 4" ^ 6". $1 .499 

Ram 2500 03-13 4” $939 6' $999 14-1 5 4" S699 

Ram 3500 03-12 4" $939 6" 

98-10 4VVD Ranger 
FI 50 70-79 4" $427 6’ $659 
F150 4WO 97-08 4". .$1,399 
00-04 4WD F250. F350 4" . $855 6V $919 8". $1,104 

05-10 4WD F250. F350 4". $749 6" $879 

11-15 4W0 F250. F350 4" ..$766 6" S999 

Wrangler 97-06 4". $619 07-14 2.5". .$349 4^ $749 


$999 

3"-4"..$ 1,499 
80-96 4" .$599 6". $649 
09-14 6"..$1 399 


- Shocks SQkJ separately 
4WD GM a-Lug 11-15 7"...$2.060 0l-l0 8" -$1 ,703 

14-15 4WD GM 1500 4" .$1,302 e"-?". . $1,475 

4WDGMPU e-lug 99-06 6" .$1 ,573 07-13 O" . $1,545 
4VVD Dodgel 500 06-08 4" $1 .139 09-14 4" .$1 ,683 

Dodge 2500 03-13 3" $567 5". $1,361 2014 4 . $999 

FI 50 6" 97-03. $1,772 04-08 . $1,957 09-14. . $V399 

2" $340 4". $842 8" $974 

2" $340 4" $814 6" $670 

$364 07-14 6" . SI, 299 

$367 4".$499 6". 

4*-5". $615 6"-7" . 


08-10 4WD SuperDuty 
11-14 4WD SuperDuty 
Tundra 99-06 3* 
97-06 Wrangler T J 2.5". 
07-14 JK Wrangler 


$1,900 

..$2,319 


_ - with Bilstein shocks 

07-13 GM 1500 PU 6 2WD .. $1,949 4VVD ..S2.119 

01-10 4WD GM e-lug Pickup 6" $1,968 

FI 50 4WD 97-03 4-5". $1,700 04-08 4-6" $2. 699 

4VVD SuperDuty 05-1 0 4T $1,450 08-10 6" ..$2,400 

- Shucks included 
G M tiug picku p 0 1 - 1 0 6". . .$ 1 . 295 1 1 - 1 5 5" .. $ 1 . 399 
GM 1 500 4.5" 8^ 6.5" 07-1 3.. $1 295 14-1 5.. .$$1 .195 

12*15 4WD Dodge 1500 4" $1,409 6" Si. 51 9 

09-1 1 4WD Dodge 1 500 4’ $1 .599 6" - $1 .699 

Ram 2500 03-08. $770 09-13 .31. 127 14-15 $1124 

RaM 3500 03*08- $770 09=12. .Si. 105 13=15 $874 

03=12 4WD Dodge 25/3500 5" $770 8" -SI. 329 

F150 04-08 6". $1399 09-13 6" $1549 2014 6" .$1299 

Super Duty 99=04 4V $809 05=15 4". $799 

34-01 Cherokee XJ 3"-.-.S290 4.5" . ....$495 

97-06 Wang lefTJ 3" . $459 4* $529 

07-14 WanglerJK 3’ $439 4V $575 5" -$1,299 

07-14 Tundra 5^ . $1,299 05-13 Tacoma 6". $1,249 

- Shucks sold separately 

99-15 2&4WD IFS GM Pickup V-T $57 to $140 

Dudge4WD 1500 02-05 3"-3V S139 06-14 2". .$129 I 

2014 Dodge 2500 / 13=14 3500 2 5". $230 3 5". $372 1 
97-14 264WD F150 2"-3’’. $110 to $139 

F250. F350 05-10 2 5" $129 11-15 2 5" $149 

Tacoma, Tundra 3" - $155 FJ Cruiser 3" .$155 | 

- Shocks included 

11-15 4WDGM2500/3500HD 4" . $1,204 6" $2,122 

4WD GM 8-Lug 01-10 6" . .52.220 01-08 8". ..$3,233 
2014 284VVOGM 1500 4V $720 6T.. $V599 

07- 13 4WDGM 1500 4" $720 6". $2,030 

4WD Ram 2500 5" to 6" 2003-15 From $1 .260 to $1 .322 
4WD Ram 3500 5*to 6" 2003-15 From $1,125 to $1,322 
4WD FI 50 97-03 6". $2. 288 04-03 6" $2. 311 

09-13 F150 4T $1,543 6". $1,987 2014 6". $V699 

08- 15 4WDSuperDu1v4" $857 6*. .S1.204 S" ..$1.319 
05-07 4WD SuperDuty 4" $876 6V $1,192 6". .$1.37S 

07-14 Tundra 6" $2,300 05-1 3 Tacoma 6' $2,097 

N Issan Titan 6". . .$ 1 , 804 F ronlier 6* $2,1 88 

Wrangler 97-06 4" .$1 . 1 78 07-15 3". $691 5". $1 .762 

9- 8 Mon-Thurs / 9-7 Friday Eastern Time | 

Tech: (910) 754-5350 

Prices subject to change without notice. 

No return^s after 30 days. Restocking fee may apply. 


Like Us on Facebook! 



www.facebook.com/fourwheelermag 
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MARKETPLACE TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION CALL 310-531-5068 


Gear to get you there. 

Bumpers 

Replacement Tops 

Suspensions 

Tires and Wheels 

Trail Recovery & Performance 

Interior & Exterior 

Professional Installations 

800 . 865.0875 





I«1 


Free Catalog^: ^ 

Call or visit online 4wd.eom/Catalog 


FIND US ON 




tread lightly I 



WHEEL SPACEI^ 


tp- — «!■ pjTOjT--'’ prfc&t 


Run Larger Tjres 


Alleviate Rubbing 
Problems 


trallsport4x4.con 

Trail Span: Unli:d., Inc. 


ATHENA PHEROMVNES^ INCREASE AFFECTION 



Created by Dr. Winnifred Cutler 

• Ph.D., U. Penn in biology 

• Co-discovered human 
pheromones in 1986 (Time 
12/1/86; Newsweek 1/12/87) 

• Author of 8 books on wellness 


y Jerry (ND) 10X reorder: “My friend and I went 
out together. I wore the pheromone and he 
didn’t. I was like a magnet. This one blonde came 
from across the room and said ‘Hi! I just wanted to 
meet you and introduce myself!’” 
y Victor (TX) “Women notice me more. I have 
noticed a 30% to 40% increase in confidence. 
Casanova and Don Juan are 2nd and 3rd to me!” 


RAISE the OCTANE f 
Of your AFTERSHAVE 


Not in Stores. Order Online. 

Athenainstitute.com S 

or Call 61 0 - 827-2200 Free US Shipping 

Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd, Chester Spgs, PA 19425 




Fragrance Additives 
for Men and Women. 

Vial of 1/6 oz. added to 2-4 oz. of 
your fragrance, worn daily lasts 
4 to 6 mos. Increases your 
attractiveness. Will work for 
most, but not all . 10:13 for women 
$98.50, 1 0X for men $99.50. PWL 



OH-ROAD 

ONUNE 

AUTHEnME 


4WHEElOFFROAD.COM 



Like us on 

Fucebook! 


www.fdcebook.com/fourwheelerniag 



Tom Woods 


'Tmii Tested^ CQnipetJthn Pfvmn & S^ow Quafity 



mmpmm 


2S‘ Cofi Hose cr 

Hose Amiable 

See webformwJankcoion, Begulatotsmtd Morel 

mmmmmmm 

mam soi oisi /^aw si 
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AEV-CONVERSIONS.COM 




AA uiKti 

i# B •□**•*♦♦ 


>■ Full Suspension Systems 

■frrtitt V 1 0" 

► HO Shackles & Greasable ^ * Higfcfor DanaSO i Dana44/Cttrp.l[l-tttlt 

Bushings ^ HD Tierads & CustonT 

► Shackle Flips from 87 to ’06 Linkage 

► 73- &7 Front Coilover System ^ PSC Hydiu Assist ■ 

li il-.-i L‘ji_, JM 


& Full Hydro kits 




970 - 945-7777 

www.off road design.com 


► Liik/Ckii! Brackets 4 Parts 

TMNSFEK CASE UPGRADES 

► Doubler 4 : 1 2037205 Du a I T'c ases ► Complete T ranster Cases 


’ NP205 Stock 4 Conversion Adapters ► Rebuilds, SVE's Lomax 205 


THB Essential^ 


Ultimate 

Catalogs 




iSSBNTtALSm 

'41-06 CJ&WRAmBR 

Our NEW 316 page catalog 
covers ALL ’41-’06 Classic, 
MB, CJ, YJ, and TJ Wrangler® 
Jeep® Vehicles! 

FREE ’41-’06 Catalog 
request code: 


JPDDJ 


NiWC/mOG 
FOR '07-ISJK 

Expanded 292 Page catalog 
for JK exclusively for your 
’07-’15 Wrangler/Unlimited 

For a FREE JK catalog 
request code: 


JPDDK 




C/mOGFOR 
cmom VBncm 

Our FREE 76 pg catalog for 
Cherokee/Grand Cherokee 
vehicles from ’84 -’15 

For FREE Cherokee 
catalog request code: 


JPDDX 




sc/wm! 

With a smartphone QR reader 



Minimize your impact; camp at 
least 200 feet from lakes or streams 


tread lightly! 


LEAVING A GOOD IMPRESSION 

www.treadlightly.org 


fourwheeler.com 



mmrympmmD 

Essentials’ mm Vm! 

1888 - 745-9963 I 

I Mon-Thurs 8am- 12am, Fri 8am- 9pm &. Sst 9am- 5pm EST | 



The terms Quadratec and Essentials are Registered Trademarks of Quadratec Incorporated, Regis- 
tered at U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Quadratec, Inc., an independent supplier of accessories for 
sport utility vehicles, has no affiliation with Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA). The terms Jeep, Wrangler, 
Rubicon, Unlimited, Mopar, Cherokee, and the Jeep Grille Design are registered trademarks of FCA 
and are used for identification purposes only. © 2015 Quadratec Incorporated. 
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BY KEN BRUBAKER KEN.BRUBAKERfatFOURWHEELER.COM 


April 1982: Battle of the Inline-Sixes 


W e were thumbing through 
the Apr. ’82 issue of Four 
Wheelerwhen we spotted 
this great road test story 
about a Ford F-150 Style- 
side versus Dodge W-150 Utiline. The two 
trucks were really cool, but what made the 
test even more fascinating is that each truck 
was powered by a six-cylinder engine that 
was bolted to a four-speed manual transmis- 
sion. The Ford had a 300cl 1-6 engine and 
the Dodge had a 225cl “Slant Six” 1-6 engine. 
The Ford ’plant made 122 hp and 255 Ib-ft 
of torque and the Dodge mill made 95 hp 
and 170 Ib-ft of torque. Yeah, by today’s stan- 
dards, the power ratings are amusing. 

The test took place In the Midwest at the 
farm of a man named Fritz Sundermann. 

This immigrant farmer had 60 years of age 
on the author of the story, which meant he 
was probably at least 80 years old. Fie drove 
an “old” Ford pickup, which probably meant 
it was at least a ’60s model, maybe older. 

Fritz wanted a pickup that was a draft horse 
without brains. Fie wanted a truck that was 
big enough to do a full day’s work and simple 
enough to Ignore at night. Apparently he was 
the perfect guy for the test. 

We wrote that even In the early ’80s the 
two trucks we were testing were unusual In 


the truck market, but we were glad to see 
’em. “Our tolerance has grown thin from an 
endless parade of tiny, expensive, impractical 
pickups, and we’ve begun to lose hope In 
finding trucks with enough headroom to wear 
our hats and shoulder room for the hired 
man,” we noted. We called the Ford and 
Dodge “corn-fed, bona-fide anachronisms 
that give you a good feeling in your gut.” The 
author wrote, “They’re big and simple, cheap 
and economical, and their very existence 
warms my soul with the thought that there 
must still be a few Fritz Sundermanns around 
or these vehicles wouldn’t be here.” 

The story noted that the 300cl engine in 
the Ford “balked” on acceleration and that it 

Qf'OFF-ROAD. THE 
SOMEWHAT CLUMSY, 
CONSTIPATED DODGE 
^GRANNY-LOW 
BLOOMED INTO ONE OF 
THE MOST AGIII FOUR- 
WHEEIIRS THIS SIDE 
OF A CJ-5.” 



“needed all four gears.” The Dodge’s Slant Six 
“was clumsy but faithful, never balked from 
a standing start, and strained when forced 
toward higher revs.” We noted that the Ford’s 
transmission was “smooth,” but the Dodge’s 
tranny “resisted every move and the clutch 
required slze-12 boots and a trunk-size thigh.” 
We were Impressed at the Ford for having 
both fuel filler doors on the same side of the 
vehicle (“a design that should be emulated 
by all manufacturers,” we noted), and we dug 
the “antique” fuel filler spout on the Dodge. 
The Ford’s independent front suspension 
helped provide a “smoothing ride,” while the 
Dodge, with the optional heavy-duty shocks, 
“was still a truck.” 

“Off-road, the somewhat clumsy, consti- 
pated Dodge six/granny-low bloomed into one 
of the most agile four-wheelers this side of a 
CJ-5,” we wrote. And it was off-road where 
the Ford met its demise. “Ford’s F-150 has 
three major virtues off-road: short-throw ped- 
als, the smoothest shifting gearbox on the full- 
size market, and the wall-to-wall rear window 
for spectacular visibility. But the short-stroke 
six-cylinder engine is like a confused child 
when tossed Into the backcountry, requiring 
so much gearbox stirring that the clutch failed 
completely, leaving the Ford sitting helplessly 
In the brush as the Dodge skittered gleefully 
Into the sunset.” 

As we read this road test, we were fasci- 
nated by the specifications and test results 
of each truck when compared to modern 
fullsize pickup trucks. Both of these trucks 
had an approach angle over 34 degrees, a 
minimum ground clearance In excess of 8 
Inches, and on-road, the Dodge returned a 
max of 17.5 mpg, while the Ford returned a 
max of 19.3 mpg. 

This story brought back a flood of memo- 
ries for us because we’ve spent time driving 
vehicles with both of these engine/tranny 
combos. We’ve even smoked a clutch in a 
300ci/four-speed Ford truck. We also remem- 
ber how small these engines looked In the 
engine bay of the trucks they were in. 

Do you have memories of driving trucks 
with these powerplants? If so, please send 
an email to ken.brubaker@fourwheeler.com 
and tell us about it. If you have a ’82 Dodge 
W-150 Utiline, please send the entire truck to 
our headquarters. Fwr 
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Cab Models 
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, .1 description and applicaTTO 

CHEVY 

1) HOOD 

2) HOOD I 

3) FRONT EENOEy 
FRONT FENOE^ - ^ 

4 ) FRONT FENDEB 

front FENOel 

6 ) inner fen® 

INNER F£N0ER\ 

INNER FENDErA ^ 

inner fender^ 

tumFR FENDER" LH ^chrome 
Inner fender- rh- chrome 

WHEEL ARC 


iPLlCATlON 


CHEVY 


IhIll-RH 

®OOR SHELL- LH 
s^OOR SHELL^RH 

nuTER ROCKER PANEL- LH 
OUTER ROCKER PANELRH 

) OUTER panel- RR door 


VvV GMC 73-80 a> 
\\YGMC 73-80 (1) 

IIe^GMC 81-87 tp 
81-87 (1) 




toRHER-LH 

&RMER-RH 

CORNER- full- LH 

CORHER-FULL-RH 


-fender to 

U-NUT 


OUTER CAB 
OUTER CAB 


Inner fender is chr^ 


ti Shields 

et Truck 198 
uck '*®® 


Shields 


CHEW 


be shipped Truck Freight. The prepaid order will include a $126.00 charge for delivery in the 48 contiguous United Stat^; -87 


-T after a part number means that part must 
LL# Orders outside of the 48 states will be quoted. Additional delivery time required. After the sell price means Oversize Part Charge. Your order will incur a charge of 
$20,00 for each oversized part. Additional deiivery time required. Oversize Parts are not available for air delivery: ^ hl ‘Y 


TRUCK 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


Front Fende^ 
p8f9558-T (LH^ 
3S-9559-T (RH)^ 


Want to see more 
Body Steel? 

Call or go online today for more Hoods, 
Doors, Fenders and Patch Panels for 
Chevy, Ford and Dodge trucks! 


Rear Lowers 

iLongbedJti 
38-7834 (LHf 
‘38-7835 (RH)^ 


KEEFEM ON THE ROAD FREE Parts & Accessories Catalogs for Trucks & SUV 


1947-2013 CHEVY & GMC I 1948-2014 FORD ! 1972-2012 DODGE ( 800 ) 562-8782 LMCTRUCK.com 


£i201& Long Motor Cofp- 






Long Wear, Comfort, 
& Performance 


Aggressive 

All-Terrain 




WWW.GENERALTIRE.COM 




ANYWHERE IS POSSIBLE // #GT100 


GRABBER^^ 


Extreme Traction 
All-Terrain 






